
The Plymouth Creation Care and Justice Coalition and House and Space 
Committee are requesting a $50,000 Strategic Grant from the Plymouth 
Foundation to install an array of solar collectors on the south-facing roof of the 
2003 addition. 

Plymouth Solar Project 



Plymouth Solar Project 
What we propose 

!  These non-glare, black solar panels will lie nearly flush with the roof and 
cover roughly a 126 x 11-foot area. The panels will not be visible from 
Plymouth’s front entrance (Ingersoll Avenue) and not compromise the historic 
architecture and stature of our church. 

!  To ensure the aesthetics of our building, this proposal was reviewed and 
approved by the State Historic Preservation Office, and by Doug Wells, 
principal at Wells & Associates, which designed the 2003 addition. 

!  In accord with church procedures, this proposal was approved by the Church 
Council and the Plymouth Board of Christian Social Action, which oversees the 
Creation Care and Justice Coalition, prior to submission to the Plymouth 
Foundation. 



Plymouth Solar Project  
Why do this?  

!  Solar is a rapidly improving technology that directly generates useable electricity 
and has essentially zero operating or maintenance effort. Solar represents 16 
percent of the renewable energy generation in Iowa, and is growing. 

!  This installation will reduce our church’s carbon emission by 2,000 tons of CO2 per 
year and would generate enough energy to reduce the current annual electrical 
bill by $3,000, which is enough to offset the cost of all our lighting.  

!  Solar panels are the most effective means of showing that Plymouth Church is 
committed to protecting God’s creation. An installation says we believe climate 
change is a real and urgent threat, and we are actively working to care for our 
earth. This has been the message from our pulpit; let us act on those words.  

!  The visibility of a solar display is vital. The panels on our roof will remind all who 
pass of the need to live more sustainably.  



Plymouth Solar Project 
Why do this? 

!  We must listen to young people, including our Plymouth Young Adult group, 
who are frustrated with their elders’ lack of action on climate change, 
pollution, and protecting the environment.  

!  Stand with the national UCC. Creation care is a pivotal issue with our UCC 
leadership. Climate and environmental action is regularly promoted via the 
Pollinator newsletter and on the UCC website. In early 2020, the UCC 
launched a 10-week “Kairos Call to Action,” an “all-out mobilization for 
churches to address climate and inequality.” A 2017 Synod resolution called on 
churches to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emission as soon as possible.  

!  Be true to our Just Peace Church covenant, which calls us to seek “just peace 
with the earth—so that all life is sustained.” The Just Peace Covenant calls us 
to strive for social justice and love of God and neighbor.  



Plymouth Solar Project 
Why do this? 

!  Climate change is a Christian social justice issue, with the most vulnerable people 
bearing the greatest brunt of its effects. Religious institutions are called to lead, 
and 90 UCC churches nationwide and more than a dozen Iowa churches from 
various denominations have installed solar in expressions of support. Some of 
those Iowa churches are Urbandale UCC, a Catholic church in Norwalk, two Ames 
Methodist churches, and a Decorah Lutheran church.  

Left: Urbandale UCC 
recently installed 
solar panels on its 
church. More than 
90 UCC churches 
nationwide have 
already installed 
solar arrays.  



Plymouth Solar Project 
Why do this?  

!  Our congregation has demonstrated a desire to act. Recent seminars on 
climate change and soil health sponsored by the Creation Care and Justice 
Coalition were very well attended. The day-long Climate Revival Conference 
in 2018 with UCC Rev. Jim Antal was attended by more than 200 people, 
exceeding expectations and seating capacity.  

!  This is the right thing to do. While the monetary and carbon savings from this 
installation are modest, our efforts as a church matter. They make a 
difference in our building’s operation and, more important, make our 
congregation and the community aware of the urgency and necessity to act in 
whatever ways we can. Actions add up and together they produce change.  

!  Solar panels are the beginning of a larger Plymouth Creation Care Initiative, 
in which we will work to reduce our carbon footprint, promote recycling, and 
reduce waste so we may more fully be stewards of God’s creation as 
individuals and a congregation.  



Plymouth Solar Project 
Next Steps 

!  Approval of the grant request by the Plymouth Foundation 

!  Finalize vendor selection. 1SourceSolar in Ankeny presented the most 
attractive offer in terms of price and content. Timeline: 2 weeks. 

!  Submit plans and drawings to City of Des Moines for required PUD 
neighborhood hearings, Planning and Zoning approval, and permits. 
Timeline: 2 months. 

!  Finalize designs and installation. Timeline: 2 months  
(Actual installation 2-3 days.)  

!  Could be completed Fall 2020. 


