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We agree to differ. We resolve to love. We unite to serve.

Join us on October 18 at 7 p.m. 
in Waveland Hall for Jazz in the 
Fight for Civil Rights. This evening 
will feature University of Iowa’s, 
Dr. Damani Phillips.

Dr. Phillips’ presentation invites us 
to view the contribution of jazz 
to the Civil Rights movement 
through a combination of live 
performance, spoken remarks 

and visual presentation. This unique program 
focuses on jazz music’s alignment with the 
African-American fight for civil rights and 
the backstory behind that creation.

This event is presented by Arts@Plymouth, 
sponsored by the Board of Music and 
Fine Arts in collaboration with the 
Anti-Racism committee.

      in the
Fight for Civil Rights
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Bread for the Journey

MATT MARDIS-LECROY
Senior Minister

Caring
CONDOLENCES

• to the family and 
friends of Mike 
Adams, who passed 
away Sept. 8.

• to the family and 
friends of Joyce 
Downing, who 
passed away  
Sept. 10.

• to the family and 
friends of Jane 
Adams, who passed 
away Sept. 22.

• to the family and 
friends of Kendra 
Williams, who 
passed away  
Sept. 2.

• to the family and 
friends of Joan 
Sullivan, who 
passed away  
Aug. 27 

• to Sue Hoss, whose 
mother passed 
away recently.

CONGRATULATIONS 

• to Kait and Erick 
Scanlon, whose 
son Xavier was 
born Aug. 29

Can Plymouth Church be the answer to Jesus’ prayer?

We are about to find out. 

When my friend Allen Hilton was here in 
September, he reminded us of Jesus’ prayer for all 
who would become disciples: that they may all be 
one (John 17:21). As Jesus sees it in John’s Gospel, 
our unity with one another is a sign to the world 
that we belong to God. 

I believe Plymouth can be the answer to Jesus’ 
prayer. I believe we can find a deep and powerful 
unity with one another. But it will not happen apart 
from our efforts. It will require some courageous 
conversation. 

That is why Allen is coming back in October. 
He will preach, once again, at all of our weekend 
worship services (Oct. 12 and 13). And, on 
Saturday, Oct. 12, from 9 a.m. to about 1 p.m., he 
will facilitate something we are calling “Friendship 
in a Purple Church.” Allen will help us develop 
the skills to really listen to one another across our 
differences. And he will facilitate a Courageous 
Conversation about friendships in a politically 
diverse church. 

Because here is what we know: partisan political 
polarization is driving a wedge between friendships. 
We all know somebody who has lost a friendship 
because of the deep divide in our nation. And, at 
least in the short term, it looks like it will get worse 
before it gets better. 

But Plymouth offers a unique opportunity to 
address the challenge of polarization. Because while 
we are, in many respects, a pretty homogenous 
congregation, there is one way in which we are 
undeniably diverse: we are a purple church.  

What is a purple 
church? Well, we 
talk about red 
states (Alabama, 
Utah) and blue 
states (California, 
Massachusetts). 
And a lot of 
churches are like 
that. Many times, 
you can predict 
how somebody 
votes based on 
their church 
membership. 
But Plymouth is not like that. When it comes 
to partisan politics, we have a lot of diversity: 
Republicans, Democrats, liberals, conservatives 
all belong to this church, share its covenant and 
support its work. 

So we are positioned to do something almost 
unheard of in this divisive season: we can build 
deep and meaningful friendships, across partisan 
differences, right here at Plymouth. And when we 
manage to do that, we will become the answer to 
Jesus’ prayer. 

But we have to show up, and we have to do the 
work. So I am asking you to join us on Oct. 12. 
ESPECIALLY if you have ever felt estranged from 
another member of this church because of partisan 
politics. We will gather in Waveland. There will be 
food and there will be childcare. Nobody is trying 
to convert anybody to a different point of view. The 
idea is to learn to relate across our differences and 
be enriched by the experience. 

But the absolutely essential element…is you. 
I need you to make this a priority. I need your 
voice in this conversation. Join us on the morning 
of Oct. 12. Help Plymouth become the answer to 
Jesus’ prayer. 

See you in Waveland Hall? 

Have Exciting News to Share!
Thanks to your generosity, Plymouth Church has 
helped feed hungry neighbors by providing them 
with 1,600 food items and 7,955 meals ($11,932 
was donated to DMARC and each meal through 
DMARC only costs $1.50) between September 
2018 and July 2019! In addition, 1,372 weekend 
backpack meals were donated to hungry kids at 
Hubbell Elementary School through Food Buddies 
during the 2018/2019 school year! The Food 
Buddies program addresses a need in the Plymouth 
neighborhood and has been very well received by 
Hubbell staff and students. Food buddies helps the 
students at Hubbell who are suffering from food 
insecurity. So again, THANK YOU for all the 
help you provided this year to combat hunger in 
our community.

We also want to take this opportunity to share our 
plans with you for the upcoming year. Starting 
this October, we will be collecting a specific food 
and/or personal care item per month. In October 
specifically, the item collected will be peanut butter. 
We will be collecting 16 oz. jars of peanut butter 
(any brand). Everyone who wants to participate 
in the peanut butter food drive can drop their jars 
in the food bins located by the Welcome Center. 
Sunday School families will be handed a brown 

bag with a stapled sheet featuring the peanut butter 
food drive. Other months, we will feature other 
healthy food needed to support DMARC−such 
as Cheerios or canned fruit in 100% juice−and 
Food Buddies (each backpack contains nutritious, 
shelf-stable, easy-to-prepare food including a jar of 
peanut butter, Chef Boyardee pasta cup, easy mac 
cup, fruit cup, 8 oz. shelf-stable milk, individual 
cereal box, snack crackers and granola bars). Other 
food items will be ethnic food items to cater to our 
community of refugees (tortillas, beans, chilies, 
lentils, canned coconut milk, canned milk, rice, 
canned bamboo shoots, spices such as crushed 
red pepper, ginger, cinnamon, cardamom, curry). 
At times, our drive will help offset food costs by 
providing diapers, soap, toilet paper, or toothpaste.

As always, cash donations will be accepted at 
plymouthchurch.com/donations/make-a-donation 
Donations labeled Plymouth Food Pantry will 
go to DMARC. Donating through the Plymouth 
site instead of the DMARC site helps us track 
the support DMARC receives from Plymouth 
specifically, which in turns allows us to report to 
you on impact! Donations labeled Plymouth Food 
Buddies will go to Food Buddies to be used to 
purchase shelf-stable food items for the backpacks.

The Plymouth Food Pantry & Plymouth Food Buddies

ANNABELLE MARSH 

Food Pantry 
Committee

ROBIN MAHARRY

Food Pantry 
Committee
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CURRENT HAPPENINGSCURRENT HAPPENINGS
THIS FALL – JOIN MATT 
MARDIS-LECROY FOR A 
CONVERSATION ABOUT 
FRIENDSHIP
Can friendship be considered a spiritual 
practice? Can conversation about friendship 
be theologically informed? In a world of 
Facebook “friends,” how do we make and 
keep actual friends? In Friendship as a 
Spiritual Practice, we will explore these 
questions together. Wednesdays this fall 
(Sept. 11-Nov. 20, 12:15-12:45 p.m.) bring 
your lunch and join Matt Mardis-LeCroy in 
Waveland Hall for life-changing conversation. 
In September, we will talk about biblical 
and theological perspectives on friendship. 
In October, we will read and discuss Allen 
Hilton’s A House United, asking how the 
church can bring people together across the 
partisan divide. And, in November, we will turn 
to more practical questions: how can making 
and keeping friends be seen as a spiritual 
practice? All are welcome! 

FAITHFUL READERS
Oct. 24 we’re discussing Toni Morrison’s 
Song of Solomon. We meet in the Inspiration 
Lounge at 7 p.m., always on a Thursday, and 
new voices are always welcome. For more 
information, call Jean Nelson, 255.5019.

GAMER SYMPHONY – 
LEVEL UP!
After a resounding success at its inaugural 
concert this summer, the Des Moines Gamer 
Symphony Orchestra is performing again this 
fall! Come hear some of the best songs from 
the rising genre of video game music, from old 
favorites to modern masterpieces. The concert 
will be held in the Plymouth Sanctuary on  
Sunday, Nov. 3 at 4 p.m. Admission is free! 

Interested in learning more or even performing 
in this concert? Visit our website at dsmgso.org.

OUR WHOLE LIVES (OWL)
During the Winter/Spring semester, youth 
grades 9 – 11 will have the opportunity to 
participate in the six-week biennial offering 
of OWL (Our Whole Lives) Sexuality study, 
while our seniors and their parents have 
the opportunity to participate in the Senior 
Experience and Blessing.  We will also offer 
programming and events for Lent/Holy Week/
Palm Sunday/Easter during the spring months.

AMOS HOUSING SUMMIT
AMOS will hold a housing summit on Sunday, 
Oct. 20, at St. Paul’s AME in Des Moines. 
AMOS has three research teams: the Affordable 
Housing team, the Rental Housing team, and 
the Neighborhood Transformation team. The 
teams have had meetings with City Council 
staff members, the Polk Co. Housing Trust 
Fund, the Iowa Finance Authority, Anawim, 
developers and others to research housing 
problems and possible solutions. The teams 
will develop strategies to be approved at the 
housing summit. Join us at the housing summit 
to support the work of AMOS and to find out 
how you might join in to solve the housing 
problems in our community.

OCT. LUNCH & LEARN
For our Oct. 17 Lunch and Learn we are delighted to welcome Plymouth member Jackie Norris. 
President and CEO of Goodwill of Central Iowa, White House Assistant to President Obama, Chief 
of Staff to First Lady Michelle Obama, teacher, university lecturer, political aide to Tom Vilsack and 
Vice President Gore, volunteer champion and more – Jackie Norris has worn many hats in her very 
impressive career, and we know you will not want to miss her presentation. Jackie will talk about her 
current work with Goodwill and any other parts of her varied career our group is interested in. 

You must register for the luncheon by noon Tuesday, Oct. 15 by calling the office at 515.255.3149, 
on our website, or on Sunday, Oct. 13 in Waveland Hall after services. All are welcome at these 
luncheons! If you forget to make a reservation, you are welcome to bring your own lunch and 
enjoy our program.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS RETURN
Plymouth is very pleased to bring back Wednesday night dinners. The meals are simple, but 
nutritious and inexpensive with both vegetarian and gluten-free options available. They will be 
served in Waveland I from 5:45-6:45 p.m. Cost is $5/person or no more than $20 per family. 
Please bring cash or check. We cannot accept credit cards. 

3RD GRADE ME AND  
MY BIBLE CLASS
Each year we honor the special learning and 
growth of our 3rd graders with the gift of a 
new Bible. Parents and 3rd graders attend 
the Me & My Bible class together, receive an 
Adventure Bible in a special presentation, and 
learn some tools to help explore it together.

Wednesdays, Oct. 9 & 16, 6-7 p.m.  
Greenwood Room. Blessing in worship Sunday, 
Oct. 20, 9 a.m.

Pizza dinner for all and childcare for siblings 
provided. Register online here.

MEMORY CAFE
Memory cafe happens 10-11 a.m. on the 
second Friday of the month in the Coffee 
Shop. If you or someone you love is living with 
memory loss, come join us for coffee and a 
social hour Friday, Oct. 11. Contact Dian Meek 
at 515.255.7220 for more information. 

WANNA PLAY BRIDGE?
Plymouth Bridge is an active group with 24 
members and 10 subs. We usually have 
three tables–sometimes four. We welcome 
men and women and are always searching 
for new players or subs. Play starts at 
12:30 p.m. every Wednesday and continues 
till 3:15-3:30 p.m. in the Burling Room. 
We are a happy group and will always 
advise a new bridge player. Interested? 
Call Patsy Goetz, 515.864.6504.

CHORAL TREASURES
On October 27, 2019 at 4 p.m., the Des 
Moines Vocal Arts Ensemble opens its 
2019-2020 season with a choral program 
celebrating themes of the American 
tradition. Featuring works by iconic 
composers of the 20th century such as 
Randall Thompson, Aaron Copland, and 
Samuel Barber, the concert will present 
meaningful American texts set by musical 
masters. The concert will also explore 
the works of numerous arrangers from 
throughout the modern era who have 
called upon the treasure of American 
folk and religious traditions to salute the 
American spirit.

A NEW APPROACH  
TO PIE WEEKEND!
No. Don’t worry. Pie Weekend is not going away! 

But it is changing a little. Pie Weekend will be 
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 16 and 17. And 
this time around, Pie Weekend will mark the 
beginning of our Stewardship campaign instead 
of the end.

In the meantime, be sure to save Plymouth’s 
phone number – 515.255.3149 – among your 
cell phone contacts. You’ll be receiving a special 
call from Matt Mardis-LeCroy, and you don’t 
want this one to be blocked!

COMING TO THE 
GALLERY OCT. 12
Water colors by Debi Garner.  Debi is a 
professional watercolor artist, and a Signature 
Member of the Iowa Watercolor Society.  She 
has won awards for her works at the IWS 
annual show, and at the Iowa State Fair.  Her 
paintings range from snow people and Ferris 
wheels to images of what she saw in New York 
City on Broaday, the afternoon of 9/11.

The Joe Heaps Nelson exhibit remains in the 
Gallery through October 11.

dsmgso.org
https://www.plymouthchurch.com/event/october-lunch-learn-2/
https://www.plymouthchurch.com/event/3rd-grade-class-for-families/
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Tai Chi, 7 a.m.
LifeWorks Meeting, 9 a.m.
Quilting, 10 a.m.
Yoga, 5:15 p.m.
COCI Centering Prayer, 5:45 p.m.
Scout Meeting, 7 p.m.

Tai Chi, 7 a.m.
Quilting, 10 a.m.
Yoga, 5:30 p.m.
Board of Benevolences, 5:30 p.m.
Board of Music & Fine Arts, 5:45 p.m.
COCI Centering Prayer, 5:45 p.m.
Scout Meeting, 7 p.m.
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AMENS, 6:45 a.m.
Coffee Shop Baking, 1:30 p.m.
Shawl Knitting Ministry, 5 p.m.
Board of Spiritual Growth, 5:30 p.m.
Board of Christian Social Action, 6 p.m.
Line Dancing, 6:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministers Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Trustees Meeting, 7 p.m.

WISE Meeting, 7 a.m.
Plymouth Women Lunch & Learn, 11 a.m.
Living WOW, 2 p.m.
Personnel Committee, 5 p.m.
Chancel Chorale Rehearsal, 6:10 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m. 
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Tai Chi, 7 a.m.
Quilting, 10 a.m.
Yoga, 5:15 p.m.
COCI Centering Prayer, 5:45 p.m.
Scout Meeting, 7 p.m.

Tai Chi, 7 a.m.
Quilting, 10 a.m.
Yoga, 5:15 p.m.
COCI Centering Prayer, 5:45 p.m.
Scout Meeting, 7 p.m.

WISE Meeting, 7 a.m.
Men’s Lunch Group, 11:30 a.m.
LivingWOW!, 2 p.m.
Welcoming Migrants Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Scout Meeting, 6 p.m.
Human Trafficking Task Force, 6 p.m.
Chancel Chorale Rehearsal, 6:10 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m.
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Matins Warm Up, 8:15 a.m.
Chorister Warm Up, 8:30 a.m.
Childcare, 8:45 a.m.
Chancel Choir Warm Up, 9:45 a.m.
Treble Choir Warm Up, 10:30 a.m.
Worship, 9 & 11 a.m.: 
Mary Kate Buchanan
After Worship Fellowship, 10 a.m. & Noon
Youth Small Group Sunday, 10:10 a.m.
Fellowship Forum, 10:10 a.m.
Flower Delivery Team, Noon
Willits LGBTQ Committee, 12:30 p.m.

Childcare, 8:45 a.m.
Worship, 9 & 11 a.m.: 
Matt Mardis-LeCroy
After Worship Fellowship, 10 a.m. & Noon
Fellowship Forum, 10:10 a.m.
Flower Delivery Team, Noon
DMVAE Concert, 4 p.m.

OWL Training, 8 a.m.
Hallelujah! Chior Warm Up, 8:30 a.m.
Childcare, 8:45 a.m.
Chancel Choir Warm Up, 9:45 a.m.
Senior Small Group, 10:15 a.m.
Soul Singers Warm Up, 10:30 a.m.
Worship, 9 & 11 a.m.: 
Matt Mardis-LeCroy
After Worship Fellowship, 10 a.m. & Noon
Fellowship Forum, 10:10 a.m.
Flower Delivery Team, Noon
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Chancel Choir Workshop, 9 a.m.
RENEW, 3 p.m.
Worship: 5:30 p.m.
Mary Kate Buchanan
Childcare, 5:30 p.m.
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WISE Meeting, 7 a.m.
Living WOW, 2 p.m.
Chancel Chorale Rehearsal, 6:10 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m.
Faithful Readers, 7 p.m.
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Childcare, 8 a.m.
Allen Hilton Event, 8 a.m.
Gallery Committee, 9 a.m.
Welcoming Migrants, 10 a.m.
Blessing the Animals, 2 p.m.
RENEW, 3 p.m.
Food Buddies, 4:30 p.m.
Worship: 5:30 p.m. Allen Hilton
Childcare, 5:30 p.m.

OWL Training, 8 a.m.
RENEW, 3 p.m.
Worship: 5:30 p.m. Matt Mardis-LeCroy
Childcare, 5:50 p.m.
Saturday Social, 6:30 p.m.
Community Table, 7 p.m.

Plymouth Bells Warm Up, 7:45 a.m.
Matins Warm Up, 8:15 a.m.
KinderChoir Warm Up, 8:30 a.m.
Childcare, 8:45 a.m.
Chancel Choir Warm Up, 9:45 a.m.
Cherub Choir Warm Up, 10:30 a.m.
Worship, 9 & 11 a.m.: 
Allen Hilton
After Worship Fellowship, 10 a.m. & Noon
Fellowship Forum, 10:10 a.m.
Entering Kindergarten Class, 10:10 a.m.
Youth Small Groups, 10:10 a.m.
Flower Delivery Team, Noon
Anti Racism Committee, Noon

Damani Phillips 
Event, 7 p.m.

CALENDAR
9

16

20

27

23

30

AMENS, 6:45 a.m.
Coffee Shop Baking, 1:30 p.m.
Shawl Knitting Ministry, 5 p.m.
Mental Health & Disability Task Force, 
    5:30 p.m.
Peace Committee, 5:30 p.m.
AMOS Core Meeting, 6 p.m.
Board of Deacons, 6 p.m.
Board of Membership, 6:30 p.m.
Line Dancing, 6:30 p.m.

WISE Meeting, 7 a.m.
Living WOW, 2 p.m.
Chancel Chorale Rehearsal, 6:10 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m.

RENEW, 3 p.m.
Worship: 5:30 p.m.
Matt Mardis-LeCroy
Childcare, 5:30 p.m.
Food Buddies, 4:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
RENEW, 10 a.m.
Friendship as a Spritual Practice, Noon

Tai Chi, Noon
Bridge, 12:30 p.m.
Career Closet Sorting, 4 p.m.
Childcare, 4:45 p.m.
Youth Conversation & Connections, 4:45 p.m.
Cherub, Chorister, Hallelujah!, Treble and Kinder Choir 
Rehearsals, 5:15 p.m.
Music Makers Class, 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:45 p.m.
Hand Chime Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
High School Youth Dinners, 6 p.m.
Young Adults Programming, 6 p.m.
3rd Grade Me & My Bible Class, 6 p.m.
Soul Singers Rehearsal, 6:10 p.m.
Plymouth Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal, 6:15 & 8 p.m.
Confirmation Fellowship Night, 7 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Matins Rehearsal, Plymouth Bells, 7 p.m.
Young Adults, 7 p.m.

Adult Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
RENEW, 10 a.m.
Friendship as a Spritual Practice, Noon

Tai Chi, Noon
Bridge, 12:30 p.m.
Career Closet Sorting, 4 p.m.
Childcare, 4:45 p.m.
Youth Conversation & Connections, 4:45 p.m.
Cherub, Chorister, Hallelujah!, Treble and Kinder Choir 
Rehearsals, 5:15 p.m.
Music Makers Class, 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday Night Dinners, 5:45 p.m.
Hand Chime Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
High School Youth Dinner, 6 p.m.
Youth Care Package Assembling, 6 p.m.
3rd Grade Me & My Bible Class, 6 p.m.
Soul Singers Rehearsal, 6:10 p.m.
Plymouth Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal, 6:15 & 8 p.m.
Confirmation Class Theme Night, 7 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Matins Rehearsal, Plymouth Bells, 7 p.m.
Young Adults, 7 p.m.

Adult Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
RENEW, 10 a.m.
Friendship as a Spritual Practice, Noon

Tai Chi, Noon
Bridge, 12:30 p.m.
Career Closet Sorting, 4 p.m.
Childcare, 4:45 p.m.
Youth Conversation & Connections, 4:45 p.m.
Cherub, Chorister, Hallelujah!, Treble and Kinder Choir 
Rehearsals, 5:15 p.m.
Music Makers Class, 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday Night Dinners, 5:45 p.m.
Hand Chime Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
High School Youth Dinner, 6 p.m.
Youth Care Package Assembling, 6 p.m.
Soul Singers Rehearsal, 6:10 p.m.
Plymouth Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal, 6:15 & 8 p.m.
Confirmation Service Night, 7 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Matins Rehearsal, Plymouth Bells, 7 p.m.
Young Adults, 7 p.m.

Adult Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
RENEW, 10 a.m.
Friendship as a Spritual Practice, Noon

Tai Chi, Noon
Bridge, 12:30 p.m.
Career Closet Sorting, 4 p.m.
Childcare, 4:45 p.m.
Youth Conversation & Connections, 4:45 p.m.
Cherub, Chorister, Hallelujah!, Treble and Kinder Choir 
Rehearsals, 5:15 p.m.
Music Makers Class, 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday Night Dinners, 5:45 p.m.
Hand Chime Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
High School Youth Dinner, 6 p.m.
Youth Care Package Assembling, 6 p.m.
Soul Singers Rehearsal, 6:10 p.m.
Plymouth Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal, 6:15 & 8 p.m.
Confirmation Family Night, 7 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Matins Rehearsal, Plymouth Bells, 7 p.m.
Young Adults, 7 p.m.

Memory Cafe, 10 a.m.



CONTACT   October 2019   98   October 2019   CONTACT

Tower Restoration Update
The crane in the south drive is back! That means the 
tower repair work is finally starting to wind down. 
Many of you are probably wondering what those 
workers have been up to on that giant scaffolding 
all summer long. I assure you the results will be 
well worth the inconvenience we all faced of not 
having access to our beautiful interior courtyards 
this summer.

We entered into our fundraising campaign with the 
belief, based on our architect’s preliminary estimates, 
that we needed to raise just over $400,000 for the 
entire project.  On the day we opened bids from 
three very reputable masonry contractors, and the 
lowest bid was over $1,100,000, I personally felt 
physically ill.  I’ve seen Plymouth raise a lot money 
for building projects in the past. We added a huge 
addition in 2003 and remodeled our sanctuary in 
2014, but I worried something about those projects 
just seem more attractive than giving money to 
repair an old tower. In fact, we had several people 
ask how much it would cost to just demo the tower. 
Doing our due diligence, we soon discovered it would 
cost the same to repair or remove the tower. As of 
today, we are only $171,000 short of our fundraising 
goal, and shrinking (there’s still time to give if you 
haven’t already). The generosity of Plymouth’s 
membership is amazing!

DAN OLSON 

Facility Manager

Our tower, built in 1926, and designed by 
architects Proudfoot and Bird, has been the 
subject of numerous construction “Band Aid” 
repair campaigns. If you examine the photo on our 
History Wall of the Burling House being attached 
to Plymouth Church, you can see the “lightning 
bolt” mortar repairs on the buttresses way back 
then, so our current problems were nothing 
new.  Other contractors had used contemporary 
“modular” size brick to replace old larger 
“standard” size brick, resulting in mortar joints 
up to 1½” wide. The larger joints are more prone 
to failure. 

In addition to tuckpointing the original brick, and 
replacing broken and modular brick, many other 
repairs were needed.  An extensive structural analysis 
was done using old blueprints, drone photographs, 
and 3D laser scans of the tower (yes, that is as cool 
as it sounds). There was almost no flashing in the 
tower originally.  This meant moisture was able 
to penetrate into the tower walls.  Iowa’s climate 
experiences a very strong freeze-thaw cycle which 
causes moisture in masonry walls to freeze and 
expand, and then melt leaving a void. This condition 
gets worse with time. This was the cause of a lot of 
our damage, and added to the addition of a change 
order in our project. The load bearing masonry walls 
below the upper roof deck had actually moved away 
from the concrete roof deck.  In order to stabilize the 
roof, the contractors had to use stainless steel helical 
ties to stabilize the roof from further movement. 

Blessing of the Animals
Plymouth pet parents and families, plan to bring 
your furry family members to the 5th annual Pet 
Blessing service on Saturday, Oct. 12 at 2 p.m. 
The event will be held on the front lawn (Ingersoll 
Avenue side) of the church. In case of inclement 
weather, the event will be held in the church 
gymnasium. All animals are welcome as long as 
they are either on a leash or in a secure carrier. You 
do not need to be a Plymouth member to attend, so 
invite your neighbors and friends the next time you 
are out walking your dog!

If your pet is not comfortable in a group setting with 
other animals, you can still participate by bringing a 
picture of your pet with you to the Pet Blessing. We 
also encourage those families who have experienced 
the loss of a beloved furry family member to bring 
a photo of their pet to be honored at a special 
memorial table.  

Mark your calendars for Oct. 12 and join us for this 
special and fun event for your entire family – human 
and furry (or feathered/scaled as the case may be)!  

The capstones on the parapet walls and 
buttresses were removed at several levels and 
continuous flashing was installed to prevent 
water penetration.  Broken stones were replaced. 
The windows were repaired and painted. Finally, 
two new EPDM roofs were installed on the 
tower flat roofs.

I’m glad to have been working here to witness 
Plymouth Church preserve this piece of our 
history. It feels good knowing this will not be a 
problem for your children to have to solve and 
pay for 50 years from now.  Many thanks are 
in order.  I’m thankful to all of the current and 
former House and Space Committee members 
that have made this possible. I’m thankful to 
everyone who helped pay for this project. I’m 
thankful for all of the workers that worked hard 
and didn’t cut corners on hot summer days.
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New for HS Youth Ministry this Fall...
This Fall, our Youth Ministry program will function 
on a NEW Sunday rotational schedule. On the 
first through fourth Sundays of each month, there 
will be a consistent offering of programs as well as 
organizational meeting times.  During the Winter/
Spring semester, youth grades 9 – 11 will have the 
opportunity to participate in the six-week biennial 
offering of OWL (Our Whole Lives) Sexuality 
study, while our seniors and their parents have the 
opportunity to participate in the Senior Experience 
and Blessing.  We will also offer programming and 
events for Lent/Holy Week/Palm Sunday/Easter 
during the spring months.

Parents of teenagers and the youth themselves 
are busy….really busy. So we looked at the times 
that we have the most of both parent and youth 
in our building; that turned out to be Wednesdays 
and Sundays. So the question was, “Why not offer 
our programming on a more consistent basis and 
gather our governing committees and teams at a 
time that does not conflict with afterschool and 
weekday evening activities?” We looked to the 
Confirmation model for guidance and found that 
a rotational schedule paired with some of our best 
practices (i.e. small groups and fellowship.  We also 
added a new component of Service & Outreach.  
As a bonus…on the fifth Sunday, in the months 
it occurs, our Youth Leadership Team is offering a 
“pop up” type of fellowship that is more low key 
and spontaneous. This past Sunday, they met after 
worship and carpooled to Smokey Row for coffee 
and conversation for an hour. 

As churches and denominations around the country 
are trying to figure out ways to keep teenagers 
connected and in church, we have the gift of 65+ 
high school youth in the Chancel each Sunday 
leading worship. That is unique and worthy of 
lifting up. However, we also strive to create a 
space where any youth can come and grow in love 
of God and neighbor through the other facets 
of youth ministry. This new rotational schedule 
provides a consistent connection point for any 
youth to become involved.  We are a month into 
this new schedule and it is proving to be a good fit 
for us. Take a look at all of the ways youth can find 
involvement in our Youth Ministry program.

1st Sunday Senior Small Group 4:30-6 p.m. Youth Room

2nd Sunday
YEC/YLT 

Organizational Mtg.
10:15-11:30 a.m.

Room 305 & 
Youth Room

3rd Sunday Small Group Sunday 10:15-11:30 a.m. Youth Room

4th Sunday 4th Service Sunday 10:15-11:30 a.m. Youth Room

If a month has a 5th Sunday, there is no programming

Every Wednesday

4:45-5:45 p.m. Conversations & Connections Youth Room

6:00-7:00 p.m. HS Youth Dinner Youth Room

7:00-8:00 p.m. Matins Rehearsal Youth Room

*6:15-6:45 p.m. Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal Sanctuary

*8:00-8:30 p.m. Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal Sanctuary

Matins Small Ensemble Rehearsal Recital Hall

SUSAN WALLER 

Director of 
Youth Ministry

For more than five years, Plymouth has been changing both the spiritual and financial health of families 
through Financial Peace University. How can we say that? Listen to those who have benefited:

SUNDAYS AT 6 P.M. 
JAN. 5 THRU 

MARCH 1, 2020

(Make-up date 
for weather 

March 8, 2020)

Greenwood Room

Financial Peace University

“I remember the night of the first class, I had a ‘feeling’ 
if I could just make it to this class my life would never 
be the same. I’d just started my new job and didn’t 
even have the full cost of the program, but I used every 
penny I had. This was the beginning of a life-changing 
experience. I didn’t create my debt or habits overnight, 
so they won’t go away overnight, however, having a 
plan is powerful! This class allowed for deep and real 
reflection. You created an atmosphere for change.”

“I have learned so much that I wish I had known as a 
20- or 30- or even 60-year-old, and I will definitely 
recommend it for my kids. We would have done things 
differently, like creating a retirement fund, had we had 
some of the knowledge we accumulated during this 
course. It is practical, but it is not easy. The resulting 
feeling of security that being out of debt and having 
savings in the bank brings is well worth it.”

Start the New Year right! Classes are Sunday evenings, from 6-8 p.m/, beginning Jan. 5 through March 8, 
2020. For Plymouth members, the fees are $100 (discounted from $129) which includes all course materials 
and access to e-resources. The course is taught by Plymouth member Jennifer Gelner, and sponsored by 
Plymouth’s Board of Christian Stewardship. Classes limited to 10 registrants. Registration includes a spouse 
or a significant other attendee with the registrant. Register by Dec. 1, 2019 to reserve your place in this way 
to a happier and healthier future.

If you have any questions, please email or call Senior Minister Rev. Matt Mardis-LeCroy: 
mmardis-lecroy@plymouthchurch.com or 515.255.3149

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL: 
Register by Pie Weekend, Nov. 17, and you may attend for 

the discounted price of $75. After Nov. 17, the price goes back to $100.

mailto:mmardis-lecroy%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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Phone: 515.255.3149 
Fax: 515.255.8667 

General email goes to: 
plymouth@plymouthchurch.com
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For more information about 
Plymouth Church, please scan 
this code to visit our website at 
www.plymouthchurch.com,  
follow us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/plymouthchurch 
and Instagram @PlymouthUCC. 
If you are not able to visit 
on Sunday, a podcast of a 
portion of the previous week’s 
service featuring the sermon 
is available on iTunes, or on 
the Plymouth website under 
Resources/Sermon Podcasts. 
Print copies of most sermons 
may be downloaded from the 
website at Resources/Sermon 
Library.

To submit information for 
the Contact, email Cindy 
Eaton-Eklund, ceaton@
plymouthchurch.com
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