
It is with regret that we share this update on December 2, 2020, that due to the significant 
shifts in the church life of Plymouth these past nine months combined with uncertainty 
about how soon we might be able to return to anything like our normal church life, we are 
suspending our recruitment for a new Resident to join us in 2021. Below is a 
communication that went out to the membership of our church explaining this decision. 

We wish you nothing but the best as you continue to pursue your call to minister to 
God’s people. Please feel free to contact Karen Jeske (kjeske@plymouthchurch.com) with 
any questions you might have or if you would like to be kept informed about our 
recruitment for a Resident to start in 2022. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++

December 1, 2020

Dear Plymouth Church,

Back in October, a sub-committee of the TiM Committee met to discuss the 2021 recruitment season. As we 
brainstormed the idea of Zoom interviews, how to safely conduct in-person interviews, whether it would be 
meaningful for a candidate to visit an empty sanctuary on a Sunday morning, and the countless other COVID-19 
related obstacles preventing us from a normal recruitment process, our discussion began to change. We started 
thinking about the commitment we, the congregation of Plymouth Church, have already made to Pastor Mary Kate 
and Pastor Rushing, and the rather dramatic shift in the ministry opportunities to both of them due to COVID-19 
compared to what they--and we--had in mind when they began. 

This concern, combined with the apprehension regarding the quality of experience we could promise any new 
resident in 2021, led us to think outside the box, something COVID-19 has so often required of all of us this year. 
Once we took a deep look at the reality of our situation, and asked the Spirit for guidance, the solution became clear: 
we should offer both Pastor Mary Kate and Pastor Rushing an extension of their residencies at Plymouth and 
suspend recruitment in 2021. By taking this approach, Plymouth Church is fulfilling its covenantal commitment to our 
TiM Ministers' growth and pastoral identities. In this proposal, our TiM Ministers are not expected or required to stay 
through the entirety of the nine-month extensions. As we have done with TiM Ministers in the past, our congregation 
will extend flexibility and grace depending on how the future call processes manifest for Pastor Mary Kate and Pastor 
Rushing.

On November 17, 2020, this idea and the basis thereof was presented to the TiM Committee, who voted to extend 
Pastor Mary Kate's call (originally set to end August 31, 2021) to May 31, 2022, Pastor Rushing's call (originally set to 
end August 31, 2022) to May 31, 2023, and suspend recruitment for the 2021 season. On November 24, 2020, a 
motion was made to approve the same at Church Council and it passed with a unanimous vote. The Lilly Endowment 
has also approved this extension. 

It is the TiM Committee's sincere belief that this is God's will for the short-term future of the TiM Program and that it 
also provides stability for the program's long-term success at Plymouth. We are grateful for the extraordinary work of 
both Pastor Mary Kate and Pastor Rushing and know this as a blessing in the life of Plymouth Church. The 
Committee looks forward to practicing radical love with Pastor Mary Kate and Pastor Rushing in the months and 
years ahead. 

TiM Committee
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