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We agree to differ. We resolve to love. We unite to serve.

New Sunday Schedule!

(continued on page 3)

Beginning September 12, Sunday mornings at 
Plymouth Church will have an exciting new feel. 
Never fear, your favorites stay. Worship at 9 and 11 
a.m. Fellowship Forum. Church School. But this 
year, we’re not stopping there. Plymouth is taking 
things up a notch! And we couldn’t be more excited.

How about a catered hot breakfast from 8:15-10:30, 
in the friendly “living room” spaces of the church – 
Greenwood, Burling and the courtyard? Join us as 
we lean into the Hospitality & Belonging pillar of 
our Strategic Plan.

Then, if Fellowship Forum is your gig, it’s there. The 
10 a.m. time slot also is now packed with an hour 
of faith formation programs for all ages. Church 
School for kids moves to 10 a.m. They’re not the 
only ones getting an education. Our goal is to offer 
meaningful faith formation by having a dependable 
and consistent time for education. This new 
10−10:50 a.m. time slot eliminates the previous 
erratic timing of education for children dependent 
on when they were dismissed from worship. This 
will be better for children and will also create new 
opportunities for parents and all adults within the 
congregation.

How’s that? Adult education too? Yes, the 10 a.m. 
time slot isn’t just for kids. It’s for people of all ages, 
with Fellowship Forum, and a robust, varied and 
frequently changing schedule of classes in faith 
formation hosted by clergy and lay leaders.

Beginning September 12, Sunday mornings at Plymouth Church will have an exciting new feel

You might wonder how we’re packing this all 
into an already busy morning. We’re doing it by 
shortening our 9 a.m. worship service with a specific 
aim to make it more accessible to people of all ages 
(children especially). We believe that people learn 
to worship by worshiping together. We hope to form 
a new generation of people who find joy and delight 
in worship, and that begins by worshiping together. 
We are also preparing liturgy for this 45-minute 
service  that should be more engaging for people of 
all ages in both worship services. 

Our 11 a.m. worship service will continue as 
previously scheduled with modifications to the 
liturgy to more fully engage people of all ages. 
 
Why are we making these changes?

The people of Plymouth have been surveyed 
multiple times in the last few years, sharing their 
feedback with Plymouth leaders (both staff and 
lay) so we can set priorities and move where the 
Spirit is calling us next.

In the survey of the congregation 3.5 years 
ago, a clear desire surfaced for more education, 
formation, and spiritual growth opportunities 
for adults. In the survey of parents with young 
children a year and a half ago, a clear desire 
surfaced for more family friendly worship 
opportunities, more consistent and reliable 
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Caring

CONDOLENCES:

• to all who have 
 lost loved ones to 
 COVID-19

• to Eric Gaukel whose 
 father, Dennis, died.

• to the family and 
 friends of:

 Connie Jungmann, 
 memorial on 8/1

 John Crowley, 
 funeral on 8/14

 Jeanne Studer, 
 memorial on 8/21

 Mary Weise, 
 burial on 8/21

 Ruth Klotz, 
 memorial on 8/22

 Dick Gibson, 
 memorial 8/28

 Marlon Laverman, 
 funeral on 8/28

 Harris Coggeshall, 
 burial on 8/29

CONGRATULATIONS:

• to James and Shawn 
 Autry on their recent 
 marriage.

• to Nancy and Keith 
 Uhl on the birth of 
 their first grandchild.

BLESSINGS:

• to Ryan Roberts, 
 baptized on 8/15.

• to Ollie Medhus, 
 baptized on 8/28.

• to Campbell Nelson, 
 baptized on 8/29.

Do you or someone you know want to become 
a member of Plymouth Church? Have you 
been worshiping with us for a while and are 
feeling ready to make it official? Have you 
participated online over the last year and are 
interested in learning more about us? Are you 
interested in getting to know some new people 
and discover Plymouth in a new way?

Our next Discover Plymouth will start on Sunday, 
September 19! Led by members of our Board of 
Membership, the class will meet on three Sunday 
afternoons from 1-2:30 p.m.

Discover Plymouth:
Fall 2021 Membership Class

We will talk about who we are, how we 
worship, and how we are working to serve our 
central Iowa community. Come join us and see 
if Plymouth is the right church home for you.

Sign up here: tiny.cc/Discover-Fall21

Questions? Email Kristen Boldt at 
kristenrv789@gmail.com.

Want to breathe new life into your understanding of the Christian faith?

Exploring Christian Faith:
New Adult Education Series

 • Salvation: Abundant Life Now from Shane 
  Hipps

 • Cross: Where God Is from Nadia 
  Bolz-Weber

 • Bible: A Book Like No Other from Lauren 
  Winner

 • Church: An Imperfect Family from Bruce 
  Reyes-Chow

After the videos, we’ll have time for reflection 
and discussion. Look for location and registration 
details in Plymouth Weekly or on our Current 
Happenings page on our website. Class will be 
facilitated by Stephen Ministers: Brian Leckrone 
and Shari Simmons.

Starting on Sunday, September 12 at 10 a.m., 
the Board of Spiritual Growth and Adult 
Education is offering a course on “Faith” from 
the Animate series.

For seven weeks we’ll explore the central 
topics of Christianity through videos from 
leading Christian voices:

 • God: Faith is a Quest from Brian McLaren

 • Religion: Spirituality Is Not Enough from  
  Lillian Daniel

 • Jesus: The Revolution of Love from Mark 
  Scandrette

http://tiny.cc/Discover-Fall21
mailto:kristenrv789%40gmail.com?subject=
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church school programming, and more opportunities 
for parents to engage in their own spiritual growth and 
formation. Plymouth’s strategic plan surfaced education and a 
commitment to our children and youth as huge priorities. And 
COVID has created a hunger in people to make meaning of 
our own lives, and a need to gather together to share.

We have been listening! A group of staff representing 
Worship, Music, Connections, and Education (for adults, 
youth, children, and families) met to process what we’ve 
heard and draft a new Sunday morning schedule to meet the 
needs of a new moment in our life as a congregation. Starting 
September 12, we are implementing changes that will provide 
more consistent and robust opportunities for fellowship, 
formation through worship, and classes for people of all ages. 
 
Sunday Morning Schedule Beginning September 12

7:00-9:00 | Worship prep (Sanctuary)

8:15-10:30 | Breakfast (Greenwood/Burling/Courtyard 
or Waveland 1-2)

8:15 | Matins Warm-up (Recital Hall)

8:30 | Children’s Choir Warm-up (Rehearsal Hall)

8:30-8:45 | Matins Breakfast (Youth Room)

8:30-12:30 | Childcare available (Birth to 2)

 • 8:30-10:00 | Childcare available (Birth to 5)

 • 10:00-11:00 | Church School is available beginning 
  at ages 3

 • 10:45-12:30 | Childcare available (Birth to 5) 

New Sunday Schedule! (continued)
9:00-9:45 | Worship (Sanctuary)

9:30-9:50 | Chancel Chorale Warm-up (Rehearsal Hall)

9:45-10:10 | Chancel Choir Warm-up (Recital Hall) 
 
10:00-10:50 | Church School (All Classrooms, all ages)

10:00 | After-worship Fellowship (Greenwood/Burling/
Courtyard or Waveland 1-2)

10:00-10:50 | Fellowship Forum (Waveland 4 or 
Greenwood, TBD)

10:10-10:50 | Chancel Choir Warm-up (Sanctuary)

10:40-11:00 | Children’s Choir Warm-up (Rehearsal Hall) 
 
11:00 | Worship (Sanctuary) 
 
12:00 | After-worship Fellowship (Greenwood/Burling/
Courtyard or Waveland 1-2)

12:00 | Flower Delivery Team (Sacristy) 
 
Please be aware that this schedule is a starting point, and 
we will communicate any changes we see need to be made 
throughout the program year.

We are excited about the opportunities this new schedule 
creates for learning, formation, and growth, as well as joy-filled 
worship and fellowship. We welcome questions and feedback 
to illuminate our blind spots. And we can’t wait to see you all 
beginning September 12!

What is Stephen Ministry? Our Stephen Ministers are trained 

members of Plymouth Church who are available to help bring 

a spiritual presence into your life through caring, listening, and 

prayer. If you are struggling with something in your life and 

looking for someone to walk it with you, please reach out. Contact 

LeAnn Stubbs at 515.255.3149 or lstubbs@plymouthchurch.com 

to discuss having a Stephen Minister assigned to work with you.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

mailto:lstubbs%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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In 2007, during my fourth year working as a janitor at a 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection processing facility near 
Ajo, Arizona, I asked for permission to retrieve canned food 
from the trash. The food had been carried by migrants and 
confiscated and discarded by Border Patrol agents.

I wanted to bring it to a local food bank so it would not go to 
waste. When I started collecting the food, I saw what else was 
being thrown out: possessions such as rosaries, Bibles, wallets, 
toothbrushes, shoes, clothing, belts, and family photos.

These confiscations struck me as wrong. The cruelty of 
stripping away such personal items from vulnerable people is 
dehumanizing, both to those whose belongings are taken and 
to those who enforce this policy.

It took several years to find a way to photograph these 
belongings. I wanted to show my respect for the people 
who carried them across the desert, and my outrage at this 
arbitrary and inhumane practice.

I hope that this work encourages people to connect with their 
own sense of human decency, and to advocate for the better 
treatment of immigrants in this country.

BY: TOM KIEFER

New Plymouth Gallery Exhibit

Born in Wichita, Kansas, fine art 
photographer Tom Kiefer was raised 
primarily in the Seattle area and worked 
in Los Angeles as a graphic designer. 
Kiefer moved to Ajo, Arizona in 

December 2001 to fully develop and concentrate his efforts 
in studying and photographing the urban and rural landscape 
and the related cultural infrastructure. Kiefer’s first project 
Journey West Exhibit (2001-2011), was created during 
his process of discovering and documenting the natural 
and man-made landscape between towns and cities in his 
adopted state of Arizona.

This show features the personal effects and belongings of 
people apprehended in the desert by U.S. Border Patrol 
agents that were confiscated and subsequently discarded as 
they were processed at a U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
processing facility in southern Arizona. These personal 
effects and belongings represented their choice of what was 
essential for them to bring as they crossed the border to start 
or continue their life in the U.S.

Kiefer continues to document the vast archive of personal 
belongings that he recovered between 2007 through August 
2014 and produce prints for display to foster community 
dialogue surrounding the state of migration and the millions 
of undocumented and essential workers living in a state of 
fear of our government and their future. Kiefer lives and 
works in Ajo, Arizona, about 40 miles north of the US-
Mexico border.

You can visit Kiefer's website: tomkiefer.com You can also 
find Kiefer on Instagram: @tomkiefer.photographer.

This exhibit will be up in the Plymouth Gallery space 
beginning Saturday, September 4 through the end of October.

ABOUT TOM KIEFER

http://tomkiefer.com
https://www.instagram.com/tomkiefer.photographer/
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A Warmer Welcome
BY: MARCIA GILMER

The Plymouth Welcomes a Refugee Family volunteers have 
been hard at work preparing for the imminent arrival of 
our refugee family! Donna Paulsen and Irene Hardisty, of 
the Furniture & Home Goods Team, recently visited the 
Plymouth quilting workroom to pick up a special donation: 
five beautiful quilts created by the Plymouth Quilting Group. 
Donna described the quilts as thoughtful, artistic gifts 
representing security and welcome. “The bright colors and 
patterns make you want to smile!” she added.

Linda Railsback, a long-time member of the Plymouth quilters, 
said the group is delighted to provide the colorful covers. 
The past eighteen months have been a period during which 
the quilters have had to alter their production practices. In 
addition to quilts, the group has sewn thousands of masks, port 
pillows, and neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) cloth hearts 
for many community organizations. Pandemic protocol requires 
some members to work from home, while a few quilters gather, 
masked, in the workroom at church.

Should the refugee family need additional quilts or require 
different sizes, the quilters stand ready to serve. Blessed are 
the piece-makers!

HEALTH & SAFETY UPDATE

Our refugee family is not guaranteed to be vaccinated 

for COVID-19 prior to their arrival. The U.S. Committee 

for Refugees & Immigrants (the resettlement agency 

with whom Plymouth is partnering) will encourage 

the family to be vaccinated as part of their medical 

care after arrival if they've not already received 

the vaccine. As Plymouth prepares to welcome our 

refugee family, we also want to prioritize the health of 

everyone involved. Masks will be required and social 

distancing encouraged for all refugee family project 

activities. We will continue to follow the Plymouth 

Church Health and Safety Task Force and CDC 

guidelines as circumstances change.

(L to R) Plymouth quilters Dr. Katherine Hauser, 
Dr. Mary Stuart, and Dr. Linda Railsback display a quilt 

donation for our refugee family.

Stitched with love, these beautiful quilts will add cheer and 
warmth to our refugee family's home.
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Our new Strategic Plan is centered around the notion that 
each of us is “called” to be a minister of Jesus Christ at 
home, at work, and in the community. Attuning ourselves 
to our “calls” acknowledges that the vitality of the church 
resides in each of us and is also nurtured and honed within 
our church community. 

So how can a congregation build up its culture of call, 
both to nurture the particular ministry of the congregation 
(and that of its members), and to call forth future pastoral 
leadership for the Church? Happily, at Plymouth, we have 
some building blocks already in place. 

On July 9, as part of the United Church of Christ’s (UCC) 
General Synod, I participated in a workshop with UCC 
leaders from across the country to explore this question. 
Using lessons from Kirkwood UCC in Atlanta, a church 
with a very robust Member in Discernment program, and 
Plymouth’s Transition into Ministry program, we explored 
best practices and ideas for local churches looking to build 
stronger cultures of call. 

Building Cultures of Call
Although both of the featured examples were focused on 
support for authorized ministers or clergy, the lessons of 
nurture and support also apply to the ways Plymouth plans 
to build on the success of the TiM program to support the 
discernment processes of our members as well.

Some of the key lessons that surfaced during the workshop 
include:

 • the important role we all can play in mentoring and 
  supporting one another just as we mentor and support 
  our TiM Residents

 • the need for formal support and tools as well as regular 
  opportunities to show-up, check-in, share and reflect 
  with each other

 • the need to celebrate and recognize this kind of 
  discernment work among our membership

It was truly an honor to know how respected our TiM 
program is across the UCC and to share the lessons we’ve 
learned through this ministry, but the most exciting part is 
a glimpse of how we can take the culture we’ve started to 
build through our TiM program and expand it in service 
toward all of your own transitions in ministry as well. 

BY: KAREN QUANCE JESKE

Do you feel weighed down by debt? Are you feeling alone and stressed with how 

much money you owe to student loans, credit cards, car loans or your mortgage?  

Financial Peace will offer you a nonjudgmental, supportive group that works! 

Since 2013 over 100 families at Plymouth have paid off a total of $325,000 in 

non-mortgage debt, with each class group averaging $38,961.

One couple who recently completed the class paid off $27,142 in debt and cut up 

six credit cards, as well as planning to pay off the remaining balance of a five-

year car loan in eight months. We invite you to consider joining us for the next 

class beginning Sunday January 2, 2022!

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
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In July, Plymouth organized a take-home virtual Vacation 
Bible School program for families to participate in. We had 
a total of 49 families participate and 98 children total!

Please enjoy some wonderful photos here of our Plymouth 
kids. If you have any photos from VBS that you'd like to 
share with Plymouth, please email them to Georgia Sheriff: 
gsheriff@plymouthchurch.com.

Plymouth VBS 2021

mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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At Plymouth, we joyfully embrace the lifelong journey of 
growing in love of God and neighbor. We’re excited to 
launch into a fall season of programming for children and 
youth of all ages that helps to do just that. COVID-19 has 
increased the need for patience, flexibility, and grace in 
our expectations of ourselves and each other. As of the 
writing of this guide, children under the age of 12 are not 
eligible to receive vaccine and the Delta variant is on the 
rise. And, we know that in the midst of this, you all are 
preparing and making decisions about the start of school. 
We pray for health and safety for you and for all people.

With that in mind, we are committed to creating flexible 
programming that meets the needs of children, youth, and 
families of all ages. Part of what COVID-19 has taught 
us is commitment to any program includes commitment 
to our own health and well-being and that of our fellow 
humans. This is part of how we grow in love of God and 
neighbor! When this commitment is honored through 
regular participation and ongoing communication related 
to exposure or illness, children, youth, and families reap the 
benefits of a tightly woven community where they are loved 
and can grow in the life of the spirit, trusting that their 
physical safety and well-being is being cared for.

Registration for 2021-2022 Children & Youth Programming 
is now open. Deadlines vary depending on age and program:

 • Pre-K to 6th Church School: Friday, September 3

 • 7th to 8th Confirmation: Saturday, September 11

 • 9th to 12th HS Youth: Friday, October 1

 • All Choirs: Friday, September 3

Please note, we are working with the Plymouth Committee 
for Health and Safety and also using documents produced 
by Des Moines Public Schools and the CDC to create a safe 
and healthy environment for children, youth, families, staff 
and volunteers.

We look forward to our ongoing partnership and your input 
and ideas as we plan and provide programming for children 
and youth in the months ahead.

Registration links are avalible on our website. Forms are 
for all children/youth (age 3 to grade 12) participating in 
the 2021-2022 program year. You will find two different 
forms, one for non-music programming and one for music 
programming To help make things easy for you and our 
staff, please try to make only one submission for your 
family. For more information and links to register, visit: 
plymouthchurch.com/registration-2021-2022

https://www.plymouthchurch.com/registration-2021-2022/
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Volunteers Needed
For Children & Youth Activities

CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Programs for Children and Families can only happen with 
volunteers! This is what our volunteers are saying:

 • “I had more fun than the kids!”

 • “This event is just as much for the volunteers as it is for 
  kids and families!”

 • “I love getting to know children and helping them learn 
  about God’s love”

There are so many ways to volunteer! Teens and adults of all 
ages can find a match. Here are a few ideas.

 • Prepare materials for Church School when it works for you!

 • Help lead a class or small group.

 • Be a craft leader.

 • Help with Vacation Bible School.

 • Be a greeter!

 • Teach a hobby.

 • Help with technology during online.

For more information, contact Georgia Sheriff (gsheriff@
plymouthchurch.com).

Sign up here: tiny.cc/CSVolunteers21.

On this page are volunteer opportunities for adults 
who would like to get involved with Children & Youth 
programming. All volunteers at Plymouth are required to 
complete a background check.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR VOLUNTEERS

WANTED! Caring adults who love children to serve as 
rehearsal room assistants, hall monitors, or greeters, from 
5-6:15 p.m. on Wednesdays, September to May.

What is a room assistant? Room assistants are willing helpers, 
working with the Choir Director to welcome students, 
check and record attendance, supervise restroom trips, and 
whatever else might be needed during the rehearsal time.

What is a hall monitor/greeter? As part of ensuring security 
and hospitality for our families, we need friendly faces 
to welcome children and families into the building and 
continue to monitor access and activity throughout a defined 
area during the rehearsal time.

Both of these roles are a great way to interact with kids, 
meet young families, and build the social fabric of our faith 
community. Volunteer every week or just once a month, 
whatever fits your schedule! A background check is required 
for these roles. For more information or to sign up, contact 
Diane Hayes (dhayes@plymouthchurch.com).

“For the Turning of the World” is the theme of the International Day of Peace 

Observance. The service will take place Tuesday, September 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

at the Cowles Commons’ Peace Garden, 221 Walnut St. Des Moines. Bridges of 

Harmony will provide music and DMARC’s Interfaith Summer Camp participants 

will express a vision of peace and a position against war shared by all faith 

traditions. Plymouth’s Peace Committee is a co-sponsor of the program.

CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY

mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
http://tiny.cc/CSVolunteers21
mailto:dhayes%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=


10   September 2021   CONTACT

“It teaches people to lead.”

“It magnifies my efforts.”

“I have seen it work so well.”

“AMOS lets me have a louder voice.”

“It’s a cooperative way to get things done.”

“AMOS shows up.”

These are some of the responses to the question, “Why does 
AMOS matter to you?” My response was “Because AMOS 
gets it done” which engendered “What is IT?”

I answered with some hemming and hawing, but on 
reflection IT is whatever issues the body of people decides 
are important enough to research. These may be issues that 
affect one person, but on sharing their story (his, her, their) 
in a one-on-one conversation or a house meeting, it becomes 
clear that the same issues may affect many in the community. 
That is the beginning of an Issues Team, and it engenders 
action mostly by the people affected. They are the ones who 
are best at telling their stories to those in power to make 
changes. They are supported by other AMOS members and 
member institutions, which in turn is powerful.

BY: SHEENA THOMAS

Why I Support & Work with AMOS
A Mid Iowa Organizing Strategy

LET ME TELL YOU A STORY FROM THIS PAST YEAR.

This is about the Children’s Mental Health Crisis Services 
unit that is being put in place in Polk County right now.  
AMOS started working four years ago on the issue of 
providing dedicated services to the children of Polk County 
after hearing heartbreaking stories from parents and teachers. 
This led to AMOS support of Des Moines’ one-cent sales 
tax IF the city promised to spend on six priorities−one being 
paying for a Children’s Mental Health Crisis Unit. With 
promises made by city officials, AMOS members flooded two 
zip codes in Des Moines with residents reluctant to support 
such a tax and convinced them that this tax was in their 
best interest. The sales tax passed, and the city has kept its 
promises for all six issues and raised $400,000 so far and a 
continued $400K/year to hire and retain dedicated mental 
health providers trained for children’s issues specifically. It 
will also provide for a dedicated van. More information is on 
its way to you on how to contact the new services and what 
all they provide.

However, what I want you to know is that this happened 
because the Mental Health Issues team, exhausted by the 
years of work on the issue, came to a Delegates Assembly 
in December 2020 and shared their stories about their work 
at the State Capitol getting passage of a Children’s Mental 
Health Bill in 2019 - but no funding. We needed to work at 
the county level.

About thirty of us responded that we would help and in 
January, we got to work. We met with each of the County 
Supervisors, with Liz Cox, with the Chief of Police and 
the head of the adult mental health crisis team, the school 
health teams, and teachers, and we met with all but one 
of the Broadlawns Board of Trustees. We smoothed out 
some misunderstandings along the way and came together 
on what we understand to be best practices for children in 
crisis. It was a massive effort with hundreds of hours of Zoom 
meetings, but it was worth it for the outcome we have. It 
would not have happened as quickly, if at all, without the 
effort AMOS put into it. AMOS got it done.

On September 19, AMOS is hosting a Delegates Assembly right 
here at Plymouth from 3−4:30 p.m. both in person and virtually. 
We will have officials here to thank them for their work and 
education about the new services offered. Please join us.
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CURRENT HAPPENINGS

FLOWER DELIVERY TEAM
Have you ever wondered what happens to 
the flowers after they’ve beautified the space 
in Sunday service? They are taken apart by 
a team of volunteers, converted into 2 or 3 
smaller bouquets, and delivered to people 
who might appreciate a floral greeting from 
their friends at Plymouth. We are gathering 
an intrepid band of folks who will take turns 
in this ministry of care for those who are sick 
or unable to attend service. If you would like 
to be part of this ministry, please email Diane 
Hayes: dhayes@plymouthchurch.com.

LEARN ABOUT IOWA’S NEW VOTING LAWS
Have you been removed from voting rolls? Learn more about Iowa's new voting laws on 
Sunday, September 26 during Fellowship Forum.

Governor Kim Reynolds signed an extensive bill on Iowa’s new voting laws on March 8, 2021. 
This bill covers nearly all aspects of how we vote in Iowa.

The Plymouth Justice and Peace Action Network invites you to join Polk County Auditor, Jamie 
Fitzgerald, at Plymouth’s September 26 Fellowship Forum to learn about the new laws and how 
they might affect how you and your neighbors vote starting with the November 2 city council/
school board elections. You may participate in the Fellowship Forum, which will run from 10:10 
a.m. to 10:50 a.m., either in person in the Greenwood Room or via Zoom.

PRAYER LIST
Each Wednesday, we email out a list of prayers 
to a group of members and staff who pray over 
those needs during the week. If you would 
like to receive these emails or have a prayer 
request you'd like to lift up, please email Dan 
Schott: dschott@plymouthchurch.com.

THE RUTH STORY
Join the Plymouth Radio Players for the 
excitement and fun of bringing to life the 
story of RUTH. Voice talents are needed to 
tell this refugee story. A readers style theater 
event will be performed this fall as part of 
our church's refugee mission. The more 
voices the better, and Mark Gruber hopes 
to have your voice in mind as this story of 
RUTH takes shape. Roles include: Naomi, 
Boaz, Orpah, and the chorus of Moab and 
Bethlehem. For more information or to get 
involved, contact Mark: gruberific@gmail.
com before Thursday, September 16. Sooner 
is preferred. You can also reach Mark by 
phone or by text: 515.988.7002.

LAWN CONCERTS
Join us on the Ingersoll lawn for the “Sounds 
of the City” concert series. These concerts 
are family friendly. We recommend bringing 
camping chairs for a place to sit during the 
concert. Masks are not required. In the event 
of inclement weather, the concert will be 
moved into the Sanctuary. Please note that 
some dates have changed:

Sept. 17 (6 p.m.) | Saturday Night Band

Sept. 24 (6 p.m.) | Thornwood Clarinet Quartet

WAVELAND WALL: UNDER CONSTRUCTION
If you've been inside Plymouth in the last couple of weeks, you might have noticed that the 
History Wall outside of Waveland Hall has been taken down. Never fear! Plymouth's history is 
not lost. This is a temporary move, and while the material is down, it will be reformatted as a 
page on the Plymouth website and as a trifold brochure to be available at the Welcome Center.

For this year, we are using that wall space to encourage engagement with the current and 
future life of the church. That could range from names and photos of each member of every 
Plymouth board so you can get to know them, to drawings from Plymouth children expressing 
their view of the pandemic, to a variety of exhibits about Plymouth’s work in the world.

Thanks for your patience as the new space materializes in September.

DIGITAL LIBRARY
You can access digital books from our library 
using the Overdrive system. The new digital 
library is sponsored by the Plymouth Board of 
Spiritual Growth and funded by a competitive 
grant from the Plymouth Foundation. Go 
to plymouthchurch.overdrive.com and set 
up your login. If you need help signing up, 
email the Library Committee: overdrive@
plymouthchurch.com.

PLYMOUTH IS HIRING
Plymouth is looking for an Education Assistant. If you are interested, visit: plymouthchurch.com/
news/plymouth-is-hiring for a full job description and email a resume and cover letter to Emily 
Tripp: etripp@plymouthchurch.com.

CHURCH OFFICE 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Do you have free time during the week and 
are looking for something safe you can do? 
Plymouth is looking for volunteers to assist our 
church staff in covering phone shifts during 
the week. If you would like to learn more or 
are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Betty Fosburgh: bettydickfosburgh@gmail.com.

mailto:dhayes%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:dschott%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:gruberific%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gruberific%40gmail.com?subject=
http://plymouthchurch.overdrive.com
mailto:overdrive%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:overdrive%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
http://www.plymouthchurch.com/news/plymouth-is-hiring
http://www.plymouthchurch.com/news/plymouth-is-hiring
mailto:etripp%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:bettydickfosburgh%40gmail.com?subject=


4126 Ingersoll Avenue 
Des Moines, IA 50312-2713

Phone: 515.255.3149 
Fax: 515.255.8667 

General email goes to: 
plymouth@plymouthchurch.com

SEPTEMBER 2021   VOLUME 32 ISSUE 9 (USPS 007018)

The CONTACT is published monthly by Plymouth Congregational Church United Church of Christ, 
4126 Ingersoll Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50312-2792.   Phone: 515.255.3149   Fax: 515.255.8667

Periodicals Postage Paid at Des Moines, Iowa. Subscription rate: $1 per year. Cindy Eaton-Eklund, Editor.

For more information about 
Plymouth Church, please 
visit our website at www.
plymouthchurch.com,  
follow us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/plymouthchurch 
and Instagram @PlymouthChurch.

You will find all of our Weekend 
Worship recordings available 
on our YouTube channel: 
PlymouthChurch DSM. We also 
have several Live video offerings 
throughout the week on our 
Facebook page.

To submit information for the 
Contact, email Elsie Brault, 
ewunn@plymouthchurch.com. 
All contact submissions must 
be made by the 15th of the 
month prior.

Scan here to 
visit our website!

Sarai Rice ......................................................................... Interim Senior Pastor
Nancy Bassett ...................................................................................Accountant
Elsie Brault .............................................................. Communications Assistant
Lindsey Braun ..................................................... Pastor of Vitality & Outreach
Alex Cooney .............................................................................. Media Director
Cindy Eaton-Eklund ............................................ Director of Communications
Christopher Goodson ..................................... Director of Music and Fine Arts
Carl Gravander ..................................................................................... Organist
Diane Hayes ................................ Music & Fine Arts Administrative Assistant
Seth Hedquist .............................Interim Director of the Saturday Night Band
Karen Quance Jeske ...................................................Director of TiM Programs
Rushing Kimball .......................................................................Associate Pastor
Dan Mowry .............................................................................  Facility Manager 
Dan Schott .......................................................................... Executive Assistant
Georgia Sheriff .................................Children & Family Ministries Consultant
LeAnn Stubbs ..........................................................Pastor of Care & Welcome
Emily Tripp.................................................Director of Operations and Finance
Susan Waller .............................................................. Director of Creative Arts

Plymouth Church Staff
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