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We agree to differ. We resolve to love. We unite to serve.

Legacy Gift

Marlon Laverman and his spouse, Ron Sallade, 
active Plymouth members for thirty years, have 
planned to leave their estate to the Plymouth 
Foundation. At approximately $2 million, the 
purpose of this Laverman/Sallade legacy gift is 
to support and enhance the church’s benevolent 
giving to children-and youth-serving agencies 
that benefit from the special offerings of the 
Plymouth Board of Benevolences, as well as the 
Pastors’ Good Samaritan Fund.

Marlon, who died on April 20, 2020, served 
on a number of church boards and committees. 
In addition, he enjoyed serving two terms as 
a Plymouth Deacon. Ron who is a current 
member has served on a variety of boards and 
committees. Marlon and Ron planned that at 
the time of the first one’s death, they would 
provide for an Annual Gift of $50,000. The 
balance of their estate will be contributed at 
the time of Ron’s death.

These funds will be managed by the Plymouth 
Foundation and dispersed with the oversight of 
the Board of Benevolences to directly support 
community agencies that provide community 
services to children/youth and their families 
who are at high risk, i.e., those needing food 
and shelter or those who have other obvious 
basic needs including health/mental health. It 
is hoped that agencies would be selected based 
on their proven ability to serve vulnerable 
populations and to demonstrate positive 

outcomes for their clients. Special offerings 
received at Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter 
will have the potential to be matched. Ideally, 
Marlon’s and Ron’s funds will leverage others 
giving to enhance the services described above.

This legacy gift from Marlon and Ron was 
inspired by the gifts of Stacie Henderson and 
Joy Corning which were established in recent 
years. Marlon and Ron hope their gift will 
prompt others to make legacy gifts to support 
the ongoing work of the church. Marlon and 
Ron challenge us to be the church—to love 
God and others—especially those in need.

Marlon and Ron were together for forty years. 
Throughout their careers, they worked in the 
area of direct services to children and youth 
and their families who are at high risk. Their 
gift will be consistent with their passions to 
help those in need. Marlon was a psychiatric 
social worker at Broadlawns Hospital, a tireless 
advocate for the disadvantaged. Ron was an 
educator. He was a counselor/administrator 
with the Des Moines Public Schools with 
special responsibilities in the areas of children, 
youth, and families living with conditions/
characteristics of high risk. After retirement 
with the Des Moines Public Schools, for eleven 
years he supervised student teachers for Drake 
University. He continues to be passionate about 
the needs of children.



2   October 2021   CONTACT

Caring

CONDOLENCES:

• to all those who 
 have lost someone 
 to COVID-19.

• to Teri Reynolds 
 and family on their 
 recent loss.

• to Keith Hartje 
 whose mother died.

• to Eric Gaukel whose 
 father died.

• to Hardy Whiteman 
 whose mother died.

• to Wendell Garreston 
 whose mother died.

• to the family and 
 friends of Jim Pullem.

• to Jim and Jill 
 Ferguson on their 
 recent loss.

• to the family and 
 friends of Warren 
 Taylor.

CELEBRATIONS:

• for all those finding 
 their way to Plymouth 
 Church.

• for Chloris Ellingson 
 who turned 95 in 
 September.

• for the arrival of our 
 Plymouth Welcomes 
 A Refugee family.

• for Dan Olson & Sarah 
 Nitzschke who will be 
 married October 2.

• Laura & Frederick 
 Johnston who will be 
 married October 2.

The Transition into Ministry (TiM) 
Committee is pleased to announce Jack 
Mahoney as the newest Associate Pastor in 
the TiM Program. Jack joins us on October 5.

Jack is a native of Connecticut and graduated 
from Yale Divinity School in May 2021 
with certifications from Andover Newton 
Theological Seminary as well as E,L,M 
(Education, Leadership, Ministry). He is 
eligible for ordination in the United Church 
of Christ. Jack is also a Chaplain Candidate 
in the United States Navy, CCPO, and will 
assume those responsibilities upon completion 
of his residency at Plymouth. 

Prior to divinity school, Jack taught art for 
youth ages 9 - 13 for three years. He also 
completed his Certified Pastoral Education 
(CPE) credits at a Veterans Association 
hospital and has a heart for our veterans. 

BY: KAREN QUANCE JESKE

At Plymouth we can look forward to Jack 
sharing his gifts with both youth and adults in 
our learning spaces, in worship, and out in the 
community. We plan to have him participate 
in worship right away and we hope you will 
find a moment to welcome Jack once he 
arrives in October.

Jack Mahoney
Plymouth Welcomes

Plymouth Church is grateful for all that we 
have received from God. We want to grow in 
faith by giving monetary gifts from Plymouth 
Church and into the hands of organizations or 
initiatives serving people including children 
most in need and that works toward social and/
or economic justice.

In this spirit Plymouth Church Board of 
Benevolences is now accepting applications 
from Metro Des Moines area nonprofit 
agencies. These are modest gifts, where the 
amount gifted depends on the total Christmas 
collection and typically ranges from $1,000 
to $5,500. This one-time gift requires a report 
back to Plymouth’s Board of Benevolences 
upon utilization of the funds, but no later 

than six months following receipt. This report 
should include the impact of the awarded gift 
and quantify persons served. 

As a Just Peace Church, the Board of 
Benevolences seeks grant applications from 
non-profit organizations with projects that 
identify a need that will facilitate social 
justice for clients or an obstacle that restricts 
clients from obtaining economic stability.  
Gift applications for Plymouth’s Christmas 
Special Offering are due November 15, 2021 
and can be downloaded from the Plymouth 
Church website, or by clicking tiny.cc/
ChristmasOfferingApp-21.

Christmas Special Offering
Announcing Applications for the

http://tiny.cc/ChristmasOfferingApp-21
http://tiny.cc/ChristmasOfferingApp-21
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10 a.m. Church School Offerings for All Ages 
The following offerings will be available during the 10 
a.m. hour between services this fall. We hope to continue 
to expand this offering hour with a robust, varied, and 
frequently changing schedule of classes in faith formation 
hosted by clergy and lay leaders.

Breakfast/Cookies & Fellowship 
From 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 in Burling, Greenwood, and the 
Courtyard, enjoy breakfast or a cookie snack, coffee, and 
an opportunity to gather in fellowship. At 10:30 a.m., 
breakfast will be put away and cookies will take its place. 
You can also find coffee in Waveland 1 and 4. 

Childcare 
Childcare is available Sunday mornings 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. for up to 8 children at one time. Please register to hold 
a spot for your child. A unique link to sign up for Sunday 
childcare is included in the Thursday Plymouth Weekly 
emails. Contact Georgia Sheriff (gsheriff@plymouthchurch.
com) for more information.

Church School for Kids 
Children age 3 to grade 6 are invited to join Church School 
each Sunday at 10 a.m. on the first floor. Church School will 
be offered via Zoom on Sundays at 11:15 and Wednesdays at 
6 p.m. Contact Georgia Sheriff (gsheriff@plymouthchurch.
com) for more information.

Church School for Youth 
All youth grade 7-12 will be welcome to join our youth 
programming at 10 a.m. This will begin later in October. 
Stay tuned to your emails for more information.

Church School for Adults 
A variety of offerings will be avalible for adults during this 
10 a.m. hour as well. Here's what is going on in October!

Forum 
Our Forum will continue to meet in Waveland 1-2. 
Conversations are led by the weekend’s preaching pastor 
and sometimes guest speakers will join us. Forum will 
continue to be a hybrid offering on Zoom. Visit our website 
Calendar for the link to join.

Church School 
Offerings for All Ages

Animate: Faith 
Animate continues its seven-week class in Waveland 3-4. 
Each session kicks off with a short video from a leading 
Christian thinker to help us dig into and discuss our own 
beliefs, questions, and experiences.

NEW: What Happened to You? 
Join the Stephen Ministers in the Coffee Shop each week. 
We have been caught up in a worldwide pandemic for 
over a year. Most of us survived a year that included a lot 
of isolation, caught up in a vacuum, without our church 
family by our side. All of us have joy and grief we weren’t 
able to experience fully because we were not living in 
community with one another. We need to catch up!

NEW: Mayflower Book Study 
In preparation for Thanksgiving, the 
Anti-Racism Committee is sponsoring 
a four-week book discussion of The 
Mayflower and the Pilgrims’ New 
World by National Book Award 
winner Nathaniel Philbrick.  This 
is an abridged version of his original 
book Mayflower: a story of courage, 
community, and war and is more 
accessible to readers of all ages. Kirkus 
Review calls it an “elegant, absorbing 

account of the first two generations of Pilgrims that sets the 
record straight about the first Thanksgiving and the following 
decades.” Philbrick offers a more balanced look at the struggle, 
the compromises and what it took for the Pilgrims and Native 
Americans to keep the peace for 50 years.  It also gives more 
insight into the Pilgrim’s understanding of their religion and 
what we have retained of it.

The book study will be offered 4 Sundays October 24 to 
November 14 at two different times.  Purchase your own 
book or borrow it from the Plymouth digital library at 
plymouthchurch.overdrive.com or your local public library.

Study will be held on Sundays in person from 10-10:50 
a.m. at Plymouth (no registration required for in person). 
Class will also be offered virtually on Zoom from 4-5 p.m. 
on Sundays. To register to join on Zoom, contact Kay Riley 
(kayjriley@gmail.com). Class will be lead by Karen Jeske, 
Lorna Truck, and Kay Riley.

mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
http://plymouthchurch.overdrive.com
mailto:kayjriley%40gmail.com?subject=
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But since ministry in congregations requires all kinds of 
connections and partnerships with the congregation and the 
community in which it is located, becoming successful in this 
work requires relationships, observations, and feedback from 
many different people.   

The Ways We Can Mentor

There are five different planks that form a complete 
mentoring experience and you will surely have opportunities 
to do some of these at different times as you interact with our 
TiM Residents:

Counseling: Giving Residents advice, information and 
guidance or helping to solve problems and build problem-
solving skills.

Resource: Connecting a Resident to people or information, 
opening doors through a new connection.

Champions: Advocating for our Residents, showing concern 
for the experience of our Residents at Plymouth.

Motivating: Inspiring our Residents by offering 
encouragement and appreciation, helping them build their 
confidence and understand their gifts.

Modeling: We exemplify Plymouth’s values, ethics, and 
practices in the ways we do things and how we treat each other.

Each interaction you have with our TiM Residents becomes 
part of their growth and development and helps to shape their 
pastoral identities. It’s a privilege for us to do this ministry 
together and a great responsibility. Feel free to share your 
insights about mentoring or your questions with Karen Jeske 
at kjeske@plymouthchurch.com.

This is the committee that works on everything having to do with Plymouth’s building and 
grounds: mechanical systems, space utilization, maintenance, technology, aesthetics and 
design. We’re looking for people with backgrounds or interest in interior design, engineering, 
property management, construction, maintenance, landscaping, technology, and space use. 
This work is of vital importance to Plymouth’s future, so please consider getting involved. 
The committee currently meets at 8:30 a.m. on the first Thursday of each month, but reach 
out even if the time doesn’t work for you. You can be on this committee even if you or your 
partner already serve on a board at Plymouth. Contact Sarai Rice (srice@plymouthchurch.com).

As we welcome our 16th TiM Resident, Jack Mahoney, it’s 
a good opportunity to remind ourselves that all of us have a 
role to play in shaping our TiM Program. 

As a reminder, our Transition into Ministry (TiM) Program 
is a two-year residency for first-call pastors. Our residents 
will not be pastors “someday” or after they leave us. They 
are pastors – our pastors – from the moment they arrive. 
They also happen to be doing parts of their ministry 
work for the first time or at least for the first time in a 
congregational setting. After two years with us, we release 
them to their next calls and our formation of them goes 
with them to other pastoral settings across the country. 

It’s important work, to place our imprint on new pastors, 
and it is a ministry we have elected to do at Plymouth. Of 
course we expect our Residents to do their best while they 
are with us, but how can we also do our best for them? 

We are Mentors

Many of us have a vague sense of what it might mean 
to formally mentor someone – you match a younger 
professional with a more experienced professional in 
the same field and through various experiences and 
conversations, there is deeper learning that happens about 
what it takes to succeed. Certainly, that type of mentoring 
happens at Plymouth with our TiM Program. Our 
Residents do lean into and value the relationships they 
have with our settled pastors and they form bonds that last 
long after our Residents leave us.  

BY: KAREN QUANCE JESKE

A Mentoring Congregation

HOUSE AND SPACE IS RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS!

mailto:kjeske%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:srice%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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On September 15, the Syrian refugee family Plymouth is co-
sponsoring arrived in Des Moines! More than a dozen Plymouth 
members and staff from the U.S. Committee for Refugees 
and Immigrants welcomed them at the airport, while another 
group of Plymouth volunteers prepped the family's hotel room. 
Members of the local Syrian community were also on hand to 
greet the family and translate. The family includes mom, dad, 
and four children—son (11), daughter (9), daughter (7), and 
son (5). Their two-day journey from Amman, Jordan, to Iowa 
took more than 30 hours across 3 continents and 8 time zones! 
The family members speak Arabic, and their religion is Muslim 
Sunni. The father completed intermediary school and was a 
shop owner; the mother completed primary school. They will be 
in an extended stay hotel for the first week, until an apartment 
is available. As of press time, due to privacy, we don't yet have 
a photo of the family to share. Watch the Plymouth Weekly for 
updates in the coming weeks!

Spotlight on Syria

Syria has been embroiled in a civil war since 2011. Although 
it's fallen from the headlines, the situation in Syria remains, 
in the words of U.N. Secretary General António Guterres, "a 
living nightmare." Whole neighborhoods and cities have been 
destroyed, and millions forced to flee. More than half of Syria's 
population is no longer living in their homes: 6.6 million 
refugees have fled from Syria, most to neighboring countries, 
and 6.7 million Syrians are internally displaced within 
the country. The total number of Syrians displaced by the 
conflict is more than 4 times the population of Iowa! By some 
estimates, the war has claimed as many as 500,000 lives--more 
than the number of people living in Polk County.

BY: ERIN RIKER

Refugee Family Arrives!

Plymouth members also prepared the family's hotel room with 
additional kitchen items and food, a lovely table setting, toys for 
the children, and a warm Syrian meal from refugee-owned local 
restaurant, Palmyra. Pictured here (L to R): Jan Campbell, Mark 
Doherty, Janet Rosenbury. Photo taken by Diane Krell.

Part of the airport welcome group, posing with signs and balloons 
before the family's arrival. Front row (L to R): Virginia Traxler, 
Alicia Claypool, Sue Davis, Mary Nelson. Back row (L to R): 
USCRI staff Hayley Rauzi and Reagan Muke, Janet Rosenbury, 
Rushing Kimball, Linda Dorsey, Mary Riche. The signs created by 
Mark Doherty included English and Arabic words for welcome. 

Sources: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, March 2021, unhcr.org/en-us/syria-emergency.html; Cultural Orientation Resource Center, 
"Refugees from Syria," November 2014; U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census Data.

© UNHCR/Hameed Maarouf. Residents walk amid 
the destruction in the Al-Kallash neighborhood of 

Aleppo, Syria.

Flag of Syrian Arab Republic

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/syria-emergency.html
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El Sueno Americano Tours
Did you know there are two gallery exhibits up at Plymouth 
right now? The El Sueno Americano/The American Dream 
exhibit is currently up in our Plymouth Gallery space facing 
Ingersoll Ave.

As part of Plymouth's World Communion Weekend 
celebration (October 2-3), the Plymouth Welcoming 
Migrants Committee (WMC) invites you to tour the El 
Sueno Americano/The American Dream photography 
exhibit in the Plymouth Gallery. This powerful exhibit by 
Tom Kiefer documents the personal belongings seized from 
migrants and asylum-seekers who attempted to cross the 
border into the United States. What do these confiscated 
items tell us about the people who carried them? What is 
our response and responsibility as people of faith? WMC 
members will share background about the exhibit and be 
available to answer questions. Tours take place October 2 
from 5-5:30 p.m. (before Saturday worship) and October 3 
from 10-10:30 a.m. (between Sunday worship services).

If you haven't had a chance to see the El Sueno 
Americano exhibit yet or you are unable to attend one 
of the tours, it's not too late! This exhibit will remain up 
through the end of October. You can also visit Tom Kiefers 
website: tomkiefer.com to learn more about this exhibit.

Inside of Plymouth’s Center for Spiritual Growth is our Library and some cozy chairs. While Plymouth was closed 

last year, the Board of Spiritual Growth prepared competitive grant to create a digital library offering of digital books, 

materials, and documentaries using OverDrive. For more information visit: plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-digital-library.

DIGITAL LIBRARY

http://tomkiefer.com
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Artists from all around Southeast Iowa were challenged to 
use any permanent medium or mixed media on an FAA 
provided 16” x 16” canvas. Art submitted includes works in 
oil, acrylic, collage, fabric quilting, photography, and mixed 
media, employing a variety of subjects of landscape, still life, 
animals, people, religious and more, in styles from abstract to 
realism. There are no frames but side treatment by each artist 
individualizes their presentation. All works are for sale, but 
not immediately available until they are done traveling the 
state. Take a walk through Waveland Hall near the Coffee 
Shop to see all the pieces on display. This exhibit will be up 
through the end of October.

Fairfield Art Association Exhibit

On Saturday, August 28, Plymouth hosted a booth at Ingersoll 
Live 2021! This is a family-friendly street festival that celebrates 
our neighborhood with live music, kids activities, food and 
beverages. Plymouth's Board of Membership greeted and 
welcomed our neighbors who visited the Plymouth booth. 
Enjoy here some photos from the evening!

Plymouth at Ingersoll Live 2021
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You’ll be seeing and hearing more this fall about Cuba and 
about Plymouth Church’s sibling church there, Ebenezer 
Baptist, located in the Marianao district of Havana.

A delegation of Plymouth Church members who visited Cuba 
in 2019 purchased a tapestry “Faith Journey” by Cuban artists 
Lazaro Caballos Fernandez and Maria Victoria Ruiz Alfonso. 
The delegation framed and donated the tapestry to Plymouth 
Church in honor of our four-year-old sibling church relationship 
with Ebenezer Baptist.  It is now displayed in the hallway on the 
west side of the church, near the circle drive doors.

"The ‘Faith Journey’ tapestry will serve as a visual reminder 
of the precious memories all the Plymouth Church Cuba 
delegation members share, grateful for our continuing 
friendships with the Ebenezer Baptist Church community,” said 
Emily Chafa, co-chair of Plymouth’s Cuba Partnership Team. 
“We continue on our faith journeys, united in love and praise.”

Another piece of Cuban artwork in regular use at Plymouth 
Church now is a handmade banner, titled “Baking Bread” that 
hangs on the draping of the small communion table each week 
at the Saturday evening service.

“We were touched by the fact that the women of the church 
used their time and talents to create by hand items which 
they hoped, when sold, would support their church,” said Jan 
Campbell, also co-chair of the Cuba Partnership Team. “Time 
and again on the four separate Plymouth delegations we’ve 
had to Cuba, our participants have been impacted by the way 
that the Cuban people ‘do church.’ Through their music, art, 

The Welcoming Migrants Committee (WMC) is organizing a delegation to participate in 

Common Ground on the Border January 13-15, 2022 at the Good Shepherd United Church of 

Christ in Sahuarita, Arizona. Common Ground on the Border features classes in art & music; 

presentations by national and international scholars and activists sharing their perspectives 

on our current border and immigration crisis; and field trips to the border, into the desert, 

and other nearby locations. The Borderlands is the perfect place to explore the arts, touch 

the culture and have deeper conversations about the complicated issues that collide at the 

border. For more information, contact Neil Fagan (faganneil@aol.com). For more information 

about Common Ground on the Border, visit: commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com.

COMMON GROUND ON THE BORDER

joyfulness, inclusiveness and service to their community, they 
use their very limited resources of material goods to glorify God.”

Also going on display soon at Plymouth will be three large 
photos, finished on glass, that the delegation members have 
taken while on visits to Ebenezer Church, along with a Cuban 
flag, a vintage poster and a map of Havana. Mark Doherty, 
a Cuba Partnership Team member and an artist himself, is 
gathering and designing the display of those items.

Finally, at Plymouth’s “World Communion Weekend” services 
on Oct. 2 and 3, the pastors of both churches will be preaching 
from the same scriptural readings, will have an exchange of 
personalized prayers from Pastors Idael Montero Pacheco and 
LeAnn Stubbs, and shared music as well. That’s been coordinated 
with Cuba Partnership Team members working with Pastor Idael, 
Pastor LeAnn, and Christopher Goodson, the Plymouth Director 
of Music and Fine Arts. The two churches have had some 
elements of shared worship on World Communion Weekend for 
at least the past three years.

Ebenezer Baptist Church in Cuba
Celebrating Plymouth’s ties with 

BY: CHUCK OFFENBURGER

mailto:faganneil%40aol.com?subject=
http://commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com
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Plymouth Food Pantry Committee
Updates from the

Little Free (Food) Pantries: 
A neighborly way to address food insecurity.

Background: In 2016 the Wellmark Foundation 
Community Kickstarter awarded the Drake Neighborhood 
$10,000 to bring Little Free (Food) Pantries to the Drake 
campus and nearby neighborhoods. The pantries are 
modeled after the Little Free Pantry program launched in 
Fayetteville, Ark., in 2016.

Why is this a need?

There are two main sources of supplemental food sources 
available to Des Moines residents. Supplemental Nutrition 
(SNAP) benefits received by approximately 15% of families 
in the Drake neighborhood, while food pantries (such as 
DMARC) allows families up to three visits every 30 days. 
“Having a little free pantry located within walking distance 
could help fill the gap between SNAP assistance and DMARC 
pantry visits.” (from drake.edu/community/learningservice/
programs/littlefreepantry)

What can we do at Plymouth, to help fill the Free Little 
Pantries, in our neighborhoods?

Plymouth’s 2x2x2 Challenge: The Plymouth Food Pantry 
Committee is proposing that our church community take 
up a challenge, to restock two Drake area pantries with two 
items for the next two months. We are proposing to support 
the Little Free Pantries, near the Drake area, located at 
the Sprout Garden (30th and Carpenter) and Community 
Youth Concepts (1446 MLK), keeping them stocked with 
rice and peanut butter for the next two months.

We would like to emphasize that this is an experiment!  The 
Food Pantry Committee will stock and monitor the pantries, 
in order to learn how often they are being used and how often 
they need to be restocked.

Please bring your items to the specially marked Little Food 
Pantry bin located next to the DMARC bins (next to the 
elevators on the main sanctuary floor).

Please note: the Little Food Pantries do not replace, but 
complement, the existing DMARC Food Pantries.

Questions? Please contact Maggie Tillman at 
maggie.joanna@gmail.com.

IT'S THE AUTUMN SEASON

Think Apples! Join the "Apple a Day" Giving Club!

For 45 years, members of our community have supported 

DMARC's efforts to successfully meet the needs of those 

in our community who face food insecurity. Celebrate 

this accomplishment and join DMARC's "Apple a Day" 

giving club by making a recurring gift at whatever level, 

be it $4.50 or $45 a month.

Go to: plymouthchurch.com/give; select "Other" under 

Donations Type and indicate DMARC Apple a Day.

However you decide to give: thank you from your Food 

Pantry Committee!

http://www.drake.edu/community/learningservice/programs/littlefreepantry
http://www.drake.edu/community/learningservice/programs/littlefreepantry
mailto:maggie.joanna%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.plymouthchurch.com/give
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Tai Chi on Wednesdays

Join us on Wednesdays in the Greenwood room to care for 
your body, mind, and spirit. Tai Chi is a physical movement art. 
(Doesn’t that sound better than, “exercise”?) It is easy to learn, 
but can take a lifetime to master. It is low impact, so easy on the 
joints. Tai Chi is a series of gentle, flowing movements designed 
to increase strength, flexibility and range of motion. It is good 
for improving and maintaining balance and so much more. We 
are blessed to have Ruth Kneile as our instructor. Ruth is a long-
time Plymouth member who has been studying Tai Chi for over 
30 years with teachers from China, San Francisco, Toronto, as 
well as Central Iowa. She has been teaching for over 20 years.

Classes will be offered as follows:

 • Our first Beginner class will be held at 1-1:50 p.m. each week 
  from October 13 to November 17. 
 • Our second Beginner class will be held at 1-1:50 p.m. each 
  week from December 1-15. 
 • Open practice sessions for all levels are held every 
  Wednesday beginning Oct. 13 from 2-3:30 p.m.

All are welcome! Questions? Contact Pastor LeAnn (lstubbs@
plymouthchurch.com) or Ruth Kneile (ruth.kneile@gmail.com).

Financial Peace University
For almost 10 years, Plymouth has been changing both the 
spiritual and financial health of families through Financial Peace 
University. How can we say that?

Listen to those who have benefited: 
"I remember the night of the first class, I had a 'feeling' if I could 
just make it to this class my life would never be the same. I'd 
just started my new job and didn't even have the full cost of the 
program, but I used every penny I had. This was the beginning 
of a life changing experience. I didn't create my debt or habits 
overnight, so they won't go away over night, however, having a 
plan is powerful! This class allowed for deep and real reflection. 
You created an atmosphere for change."

Start the New Year right! Classes are Sunday evenings, from 
6-8 p.m., beginning January 2 to  February 27. For Plymouth 
members, the fees are $100 (discounted from $129) which 
includes all course materials and access to e-resources for a 
full year.  The course is taught by Plymouth member Jennifer 

Gelner, and sponsored by Plymouth's Board of Christian 
Stewardship. For questions, please contact Jennifer Gelner 
(xmascruise@yahoo.com).

Classes are limited to 10 registrants. Registration includes a 
spouse or a significant other attendance with the registrant. 
Reserve your place to a happier and healthier future by 
contacting Emily Tripp (etripp@plymouthchurch.com).

mailto:lstubbs%40plymouthchurch.com%29?subject=
mailto:lstubbs%40plymouthchurch.com%29?subject=
mailto:ruth.kneile%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:xmascruise%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:etripp%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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CURRENT HAPPENINGS

REQUIEM CONCERT & SERVICE
On Sunday, October 31, 2021, 7 p.m., Arts@Plymouth presents the Plymouth Chancel Choir 
and members of the Des Moines Symphony Orchestra in a special All Saints Service of music 
featuring REQUIEM by Gabriel Fauré in the Plymouth Sanctuary.

The REQUIEM by Gabriel Fauré is a beautiful and popular musical adaptation of the Requiem Mass 
for the Dead (Missa pro defunctis) set in Latin. This composition is presented as part of a special 
and meaningful All Saints Service, a time of remembrance and reflection for those who have 
passed on. All are welcome to attend, especially if you love this piece of music, need a break from 
the busyness of life, or desire a time of reflection after a loss in your life. We invite you to join us.

PLYMOUTH IS HIRING
Plymouth is looking for a Program Assistant 
and a Childcare Coordinator. We are also hiring 
Childcare Providers for Sunday mornings, 
Saturday evenings, Thursday evenings 
and other times. If you are interested, visit: 
plymouthchurch.com/news/plymouth-is-hiring 
for a full job description and email a resume 
and cover letter to Emily Tripp: etripp@
plymouthchurch.com.

PRAYER LIST
Each Wednesday, we email out a list of prayers 
to a group of members and staff who pray over 
those needs during the week. If you would 
like to receive these emails or have a prayer 
request you'd like to lift up, please email Dan 
Schott: dschott@plymouthchurch.com.

SENIOR MINISTER 
SEARCH UPDATE
Stay tuned to your emails from Plymouth! 
An update will be coming soon (or may have 
already arrived by the time you receive this 
issue of the Contact) in your inbox from our 
Senior Minister Search Committee!

GET INVOLVED!
Looking for ways you can get involved at 
Plymouth! We have a brand new page on our 
website just for you. Click here to visit our "Get 
Involved" page. You can also find it under the 
"Who Are We?" tab on our website.

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY RETURNS
All are welcome to join in the excitement as we 
explore the scripture text that will inform our 
upcoming weekend worship at Plymouth 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. in Greenwood. Bring a Bible, a 
mask, and a sense of adventure.

CHURCH OFFICE 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Do you have free time during the week and 
are looking for something safe you can do? 
Plymouth is looking for volunteers to assist our 
church staff in covering phone shifts during 
the week. If you would like to learn more or 
are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Betty Fosburgh: bettydickfosburgh@gmail.com.

ADVENT US: JOIN THE HOPE THAT HAS COME
Join Plymouth for a half-day retreat on Saturday, December 4 from 9 a.m. to noon. The season 
of Advent is a time to enter into the sacred movement of God that we each embody and are 
invited to carry forward.  During this guided retreat time at Plymouth, we will join our stories with 
inspirational material for personal contemplation and thoughtful conversation. We will also move, 
breathe, create, and explore poetry and song.

Watch the Contact and other church publications for more information in the coming weeks, but 
mark your calendar today and plan to join this special experience of the Advent season. Feel free 
to contact Karen Jeske (kjeske@plymouthchurch.com) if you have any questions. 

RUTH STORY BE TOLD! 
RUTH: the immigrant, the foreigner, the 
refugee. Join the PLYMOUTH RADIO PLAYERS 
as they bring to life the story of RUTH. The 
court of the king requests your presence for 
the weekend's entertainment.

As the king reviews the list of offerings from 
the traveling troupe of players; he offers his 
own script; a very personal story of his own.  
The players reluctantly unfold the king's 
script before us; a story of the immigrant, 
the foreigner, the refugee. Ruth is a story for 
our times as we consider our own posture on 
welcoming the foreigner. Find yourself in this 
saga of tragedy and perseverance.

SAVE THE DATE: First weekend of November. 
More information to come! Stay tuned!

FLOWER DELIVERY TEAM
Have you ever wondered what happens to 
the flowers after they’ve beautified the space 
in Sunday service? They are taken apart by 
a team of volunteers, converted to smaller 
bouquets, and delivered to people who might 
appreciate a floral greeting. If you would like 
to be part of this ministry, please email Diane 
Hayes: dhayes@plymouthchurch.com.
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For more information about 
Plymouth Church, please 
visit our website at www.
plymouthchurch.com,  
follow us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/plymouthchurch 
and Instagram @PlymouthChurch.

You will find all of our Weekend 
Worship recordings available 
on our YouTube channel: 
PlymouthChurch DSM. We also 
have several Live video offerings 
throughout the week on our 
Facebook page.

To submit information for the 
Contact, email Elsie Brault, 
ewunn@plymouthchurch.com. 
All contact submissions must 
be made by the 15th of the 
month prior.

Scan here to 
visit our website!
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