
DAY
3

EYES WIDE OPEN
(Colossians 4:2-4 MSG)  Pray diligently. Stay alert, with your eyes wide open in gratitude. Don’t forget to pray 
for us, that God will open doors for telling the mystery of Christ, even while I’m locked up in this jail. Pray that 
every time I open my mouth I’ll be able to make Christ plain as day to them.

Reflection

Can you think of someone recently who made Christ plain to you with a loving and generous spirit? Can you 
think of a time when you had the opportunity to either respond with eyes wide open in gratitude or eyes wide 
open in bitterness or fear? What did you choose? What were the results?

Challenge

Today, live with eyes wide open in gratitude. Look and search diligently for the face of God. Look for ways to be 
grateful, and you just might be surprised ... even if you are staying in The Village Inn.
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The Village Inn in Malawi, Africa, provided attacking wolf spiders, bats, bed bugs, holes in the ceilings, broken 
bathroom fixtures, and all the cold water you could use—free of charge. Most of us on the mission team “stayed 
alert with eyes wide open,” but certainly not in gratitude. Our eyes were wide open in worry and fear and 
discomfort. 

As we gathered for breakfast, in the midst of complaining, we heard the quiet voice of Emily, a Malawian traveling 
with us, say, “I saw the face of God in my motel room.” Having never slept in a bed before, Emily’s eyes were “wide 
open in gratitude.”

In that moment, I knew. Here was a child of God, created in the image of God with a loving and generous spirit. 
With her “eyes wide open in gratitude,” Emily made “Christ plain as day” to us. Emily’s gratitude taught me a 
critical lesson. We are all born in the image of a loving and generous God. However, we choose daily whether to 
live out of this loving and generous spirit. Often, we choose to live out of a resentful and bitter spirit instead. And 
in making our choice, we either make Christ plain or not.
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