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We agree to differ. We resolve to love. We unite to serve.

In the month of November we will be making our 
way together along a pathway of generosity, where 
each one of us will be discerning our place on the 
giving path to sustain our beloved church and its 
many ministries through the next year. Our collective 
prayer for this season is: “God, where do You want me 
to be in my giving?” I will be praying that whenever 
I look at the prayer card hanging on my bathroom 
mirror, and I encourage you to place that card found 
in your packet in a prominent place so you may pray 
with me, too, as we join together to sustain and grow 
a house of worship where love dwells and all safely 
come together. 

We are making this journey together at a time 
when the future is so bright, and I am excited for 
what awaits Plymouth Church. We have called The 
Rev. Dr. Jared Wortman as our next Senior Pastor 
beginning November 22, and our newest associate 
pastor, Jack Mahoney, began his tenure with us on 
October 5. Jack is currently building relationships, 
especially with our middle and high schoolers. Since 
January 1, 2021, Plymouth Church has been hard at 
work. We have sponsored a refugee family from Syria 
and are continuing to assist them as they settle in to 
their new city. We have baptized over 20 children 
into the Christian faith, including a spontaneous 
immersion baptism in the lake on our recent Matins 
tour! Thirteen eighth grade Confirmands affirmed 
their faith and joined Plymouth Church and we have 
welcomed over 20 adult new members this year! We 
have worshiped in new ways including online, hybrid, 

in person and outdoors, and our digital presence 
on Sunday morning has attracted an audience 
beyond the Des Moines metro area. We created 
an online Vacation Bible School for kids and 
continue to provide hybrid Church School for 
the spiritual nourishment of our children and 
their continued safety. Church School has now 
been expanded to adult educational offerings as 
well, with new classes continuing to be offered 
throughout the year! We have restarted our 
children’s choir programs with over 120 kids 
participating in a rich Plymouth tradition. And 
through it all, we have continued to host food 
drives, donate furniture and clothes, support the 
housing of homeless families through Family 
Promise, and provide shelter meals for Des 
Moines residents who are most in need. No 
doubt, we have been on a remarkable giving path 
over the last year. Even during the most difficult 
season, we have come together to be the church; 
the hands and feet of Jesus in Des Moines. 

People of God, we are on a path of seeking to grow, 
deepen our faith, and transform lives, and this 
past year has shown me Plymouth Church clearly 
has the power to do just that! We’ve experienced 
the joy that comes from our generosity. As we 
now prepare Plymouth for the year ahead, let 
us all ask for God’s help in discerning our own 
ability to give. Together, we can ensure that Des 
Moines continues to know God’s love through the 
goodness of Plymouth Church. 

BY: RUSHING 
KIMBALL
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Caring
CONDOLENCES TO:

• all those who 
 have lost someone 
 to COVID-19.

• the family & friends of:

 Shirley Connor

 Ing Sherer

 Warren Taylor

 Clayton Murphy

 Jason Rosa

 Vi Robinson

• Marla Lamb-Wilson 
 and family on the 
 death of her sister, 
 Cassie.

• Pam Duffy and 
 family on the death 
 of her father, Francis.

• Blasina Valenzuela 
 and family on the 
 death of her mother.

• Jim Ferguson and 
 family on the death 
 of his brother, Tom.

• Jan Hall and family 
 on the death of 
 her daughter, Rickie.

CELEBRATIONS FOR:

• Jack Mahoney joining 
 our pastoral staff in 
 October as our newest 
 TiM pastor.

• the call of Jared 
 Wortman as our new 
 Senior Pastor, joining 
 us November 22.

• Bill and Cyndee Kusy 
 on the birth of their 
 grandson.

Plymouth Church is grateful for all that we 
have received from God. We want to grow in 
faith by giving monetary gifts from Plymouth 
Church and into the hands of organizations or 
initiatives serving people including children 
most in need and that works toward social and/
or economic justice.

In this spirit Plymouth Church Board of 
Benevolences is now accepting applications 
from Metro Des Moines area nonprofit 
agencies. These are modest gifts, where the 
amount gifted depends on the total Christmas 
collection and typically ranges from $1,000 
to $5,500. This one-time gift requires a report 
back to Plymouth’s Board of Benevolences 
upon utilization of the funds, but no later 

than six months following receipt. This report 
should include the impact of the awarded gift 
and quantify persons served. 

As a Just Peace Church, the Board of 
Benevolences seeks grant applications from 
non-profit organizations with projects that 
identify a need that will facilitate social 
justice for clients or an obstacle that restricts 
clients from obtaining economic stability.  
Gift applications for Plymouth’s Christmas 
Special Offering are due November 15, 2021 
and can be downloaded from the Plymouth 
Church website, or by clicking tiny.cc/
ChristmasOfferingApp-21.

Christmas Special Offering
Accepting Applications for the

For many years Plymouth’s Thanksgiving offering 
has been given to help our Metro Des Moines 
neighbors in-need. Plymouth Church will 
continue this long tradition of giving thanks for 
what we have by giving this year’s Thanksgiving 
collection to the following initiatives:

Family Promise of Greater Des Moines 
provides temporary housing and daily needs, as 
well as counseling services, to help obtain jobs, 
keep children in school, and find new housing.  
Last year Family Promise served 27 families – 33 
adults with 72 children.

Shelter Meals are provided by Plymouth Church 
on the 26 and 27th of each month at Central Iowa 
Shelter & Services. These funds will initiate a 
“whole” of Church concept where all participate 
in funding these meals and where anyone may 
sign-up to serve the meal without the “burden” of 
purchasing and preparing the meal. 

Plymouth’s Good Samaritan Fund provides for 
urgent, usually emergency funds for community 
members, covering costs such as rent assistance, 
utility bills, medical and medicine, and bus/
travel expense.

Be sure to mark your donation as designated 
for the Thanksgiving Special Offering gifts.  
This includes all envelopes, checks and on-
line donations. Your online gifts may be made 
at plymouthchurch.com/donations/make-a-
donation – note for Thanksgiving Offering.  
Checks may be mailed to:

Plymouth Church Attn: Nancy Bassett 
4126 Ingersoll Ave., Des Moines, IA 50312

Include a memo for Thanksgiving Offering 
Thank you for your generosity in helping 
homeless and in-need, Des Moines neighbors.

Just Peace Covenant
Thanksgiving Gifts Support Our

http://tiny.cc/ChristmasOfferingApp-21
http://tiny.cc/ChristmasOfferingApp-21


CONTACT   November 2021   3

Since the summer of 2016, I have served at Peachtree Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Midtown Atlanta, where I am 
currently the senior associate minister. In this role, I preach and 
teach in a vibrant and historic congregation with more than 
2,000 active members. I’m passionate about faith formation for 
all ages and believe the church is at its best when difference 
is held together through thoughtful discussion, engaged 
relationships, and meaningful advocacy. My time spent in 
growing urban congregations and developing ministries has been 
invaluable in my development as a faith and community leader, 
and I’m excited to bring my experience and energy alongside the 
staff and leadership at Plymouth Church.

I believe wholeheartedly in the importance of being a voice 
for justice and care in the community. I have served on various 
boards, including the King Center, the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Georgia, the Reconciliation Commission 
for the Regional Church and Georgia Disciples congregations, 
and Peachtree Christian Health, and have advocated for dignity 

and equality throughout Metro Atlanta. For the past four years, I 
have also taught philosophy, religion, and ethics at St. Benedict’s 
Episcopal School, a commitment that has not only allowed 
me to further invest in my community but also to mentor and 
develop the next generation.

I am married to Katrina, a writer and editor who graduated with 
her undergraduate and master’s degrees from the University of 
Missouri School of Journalism (Go, Tigers!). Together we have 
three young children: Clara, Benjamin, and Charlie. Clara, who 
turns 10 in three weeks, loves baking, STEAM, and reading 
anything she can get her hands on. Seven-year-old Benjamin 
loves to draw and is an amateur puppet master and filmmaker 
who will do (almost) anything for a laugh. Charlie turns 2 at 
the end of November and is constantly on the move. He loves 
puppies (especially our family’s toy poodle, Ella), dinosaurs, and 
anything made of sugar.

On average, Katrina and I split two large pots of coffee a day 
but somehow still manage to sleep soundly at night. I collect 
fountain pens, and Katrina collects throw pillows.

Jared Wortman
Plymouth Calls a New Senior Pastor

BY: JARED WORTMAN

On Sunday, October 17, Plymouth Church held a special congregational meeting to vote on the calling of a new Senior 
Pastor. The Congregation spoke through their votes, and Jared Wortman was with the necessary two-thirds majority vote. 
Pastor Jared will join Plymouth on Monday, November 22.
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breath, space, silence, and spaces in nature that remind you of 
something bigger than yourself and the creativity of God right 
outside our doorsteps.

When I left on sabbatical, I had completed 15 months of 
challenging work with our high school youth. Challenging, 
in the fact that, as situations changed in our world with the 
pandemic and spread of COVID, we had to adapt how we met, 
how we stayed connected and how we maintained a program 
that had meaning and substance. We all had to learn new 
skills, assess risk, and keep up with the daily local, state, and 
national COVID numbers and mandates and how they affected 
our constituencies.  All of this has taken its toll on us, both 
individually and collectively. During this time, I realized that 
the future of youth ministry at Plymouth Church is not in my 
hands anymore. The program and the youth need more. I need 
a change. I decided to revisit a passion that I began 25 years 
ago at my previous church; creative arts and the integration 
of those arts into worship, programs & ministries. I also am 
interested in how to develop a relationship with communities 
outside of Plymouth Church by way of creative arts. At this 
time, I will still maintain hands on direction of the Matins 
Choir, another passion of mine.

In the months to come, I will be exploring, meeting others, 
engaging committees and boards, looking at worship, all with 
the eye towards creative arts integration. It’s going to be a 
challenge, but it also will be new and exciting. I can’t wait to 
share in with all of you.

I have gotten so many warm greetings from congregation 
members welcoming me back from sabbatical this past month. 
After the welcome, I usually get two questions: “Was is good?” 
and “What did you do?”

Sabbatical time is truly a gift. It is a gift of time granted by 
the church to rest, rejuvenate and as I like to say...recalibrate. 
Since I have been here 15 years, this is my third sabbatical 
time. Each has been different. Each time I have returned to a 
different role or a transitioning role. This sabbatical was unique 
in that it happened during a pandemic and everything I had 
planned to do pre-pandemic was not possible. So much for the 
best laid plans! So I’ll answer those two questions.

Instead of jet setting to spend half of sabbatical in Ireland at a 
choral symposium, I stayed close to home resting. For me that 
means not setting the alarm to get up every morning, drinking 
my coffee at leisure on the deck as well as some afternoon cat 
naps. I read many books; some for enjoyment and some for 
scholastic research having to do with my work. I spent time 
looking at different churches online and observing how they 
work with, interact, and integrate the creative arts into their 
churches & communities. I traveled nearer to home, visiting 
with dear friends I had not seen in over two years, spent a week 
on a lake in Arkansas with our longtime couple friends and 
lastly a college graduation trip with my youngest son to Glacier 
National Park.

I spent a lot of time in nature. For me, the experience of 
exploring areas, parks and preserves around Iowa was a practice 
that my husband and I created during the pandemic to keep 
us active and curious when travel was limiting. Deep rest is 
not about sleep after a while. It is about filling your soul with 

BY: SUSAN WALLER

Sooz’s Summer Sabbatical
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Mike Bany & 
Ro Ruth-Bany

Robyn & Elizabeth 
Belden

Mark Gookin &
Benton Mass

Erin Hooker Nancy Moon Tom & Julie Preisser

Welcome New Members!
Received October 9 & 10, 2021

Get to know Plymouth's 
newest members on our 
website: plymouthchurch.
com/news/welcome-
new-members.

WELCOME!

Ideal Montero Pacheco 
Dear Plymouth sisters and brothers, I send you a big hug 
and warm greetings from your Ebenezer sisters and brothers. 
I have not had time to write to you, but I have felt the 
need to express my gratitude for the worship for World 
Communion Day. It was a wonderful experience. I also 
wanted to thank you for your gesture of solidarity through 
Stan. (1) The medicines you sent have been very helpful 
for people with health problems. We will be eternally 
grateful for that. The monetary offering that they sent us, 
we are investing in the fixing of our transportation because 
they make profits (2) for us.

We are living in very difficult times, so we ask that you 
continue to pray for us so that, as Psalm 23 says, we can 
safely and confidently cross this valley of shadows through 
which we are passing. We are sure that the Lord will guide 
us towards a good ending (exit)

A hug from your sisters and brothers from Ebenezer.

(1) Stan Dotson is the pastor who has interpreted for our 
delegations who have visited Cuba.  He lives in North 
Carolina with his wife Kim, when they are not in Cuba.   
He serves as the pastor at the church in Matanzas that our 
delegations have visited.  Because of the blockade we can’t 
send money or medical supplies, or other things desperately 
needed by the people of Ebenezer Baptist Church and all 
of Cuba.  Stan has been helpful in taking money and other 
supplies we have contributed when he goes back and forth.  

(2) The transportation Idael refers to is an old school 
bus that they use to transport guests and members of the 
congregation. The Plymouth Church delegations rode in 
this bus from our home base at the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Center and Ebenezer Baptist Church the Marianao area 
of Havana through the countryside to Matanzas, Veradero 
Beach, and to Old Havana and other historical sites to 
learn more about Cuba, its history, and its people.

http://plymouthchurch.com/news/welcome-new-members
http://plymouthchurch.com/news/welcome-new-members
http://plymouthchurch.com/news/welcome-new-members
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Plymouth Church has been engaging in rich conversations 
around diversity and race to better understand anti-racism 
as a spiritual practice. To further these conversations, 
Plymouth is offering the church and broader community 
an opportunity to learn more about the 1619 Project, an 
examination of how the legacy of slavery continues to 
shape our country.

The 1619 Project, a special issue of The New York Times 
Magazine, marks the 400th anniversary of the first arrival of 
enslaved Africans to Jamestown, Virginia with a series of 
essays, images, stories and poems that challenge readers to 
reframe their understanding of U.S. history by considering 
1619 as the start of this nation’s story.

Plymouth Church’s 1619 Revisited will run for six sessions, 
January 24-March 7 (skipping February 14) and is open 
to anyone who participated in the 1619 Project in 2020 
and those who are new attendees. Sessions will be on 
Mondays from 6:30-8:15 p.m. All sessions will be live online 
experiences via Zoom and will be recorded for autonomous 
viewing. Participants can expect to read the 1619 Project 
essays that were published in The New York Times, listen to 
podcasts, watch videos and engage in small-group discussions 
during each session to acknowledge painful aspects of our 
history and to prepare for a more just future.

Register here: tiny.cc/1619-revisited. For more information, 
contact Anita Micich (anita.micich@gmail.com) or Alicia 
Claypool (apclaypool@aol.com).

AdventUS: Half-Day Retreat
Join the Hope that has Come

The season of Advent is a time to enter into the sacred 
movement of God that we each embody and are invited 
to carry forward. Joining a Hope that has Come is a 
collection of voices, captured in film, speaking blessing and 
encouragement to the light within each of us.

During this guided retreat time at Plymouth in Greenwood 
Burling on Saturday, December 4 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
We will join our stories with this inspirational material, 

allowing these unique voices to lead us in personal 
contemplation and thoughtful conversation. We will 
also move, breathe, explore poetry and song, and create 
personalized Advent Devotional booklets to take home and 
use for the rest of the Advent season.

Be sure to register by Monday, November 29 on the website 
or through links provided in the Plymouth Weekly emails. 
We want to ensure we have enough materials for all who 
attend. In the meantime, feel free to contact Karen Jeske 
(kjeske@plymouthchurch.com) if you have any questions.

BY: KAREN QUANCE JESKE

1619 Revisited

http://tiny.cc/1619-revisited
mailto:anita.micich%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:apclaypool%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kjeske%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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In July 2020, Plymouth sent its 1984 Steinway B (7 ft) grand 
piano to the Steinway factory in New York to be completely 
rebuilt and refurbished. The piano finally returned to us on 
Thursday, October 7, after 15 months. We heard the piano for 
the first time in worship on Sunday, October 17. We give thanks 
for the support of Plymouth Church, the Plymouth Foundation, 
and the Board of Music and Fine Arts in completing these 
projects. Enjoy the photos from the delivery. More context of 
Plymouth’s pianos is included below.

In 1984, Plymouth Church purchased a new Steinway B (7 feet) 
grand piano. The church also had in its possession an 1887 
Steinway B that was donated to the church and lived in the 
Greenwood Room. A 1970s Yamaha baby grand (5’8”) lives in 
the Rehearsal Hall.

The 1984 instrument was used in the sanctuary for over 20 years. 
In 2006, Plymouth had the 1887 instrument refurbished and it 
became the Sanctuary piano; the 1984 Steinway moved to the 
newly built Recital Hall (3rd floor) and has been there since.

In 2018, we began developing a plan to address needed 
refurbishment of two of the three pianos. The decision was 
made to replace the 1970s Yamaha G2 and rebuild the 1984 
Steinway. The Board of Music and Fine Arts applied for and 
received two generous grants from the Plymouth Foundation to 
underwrite this work: $20,000.00 to purchase a 2005 Yamaha 
C3 piano (6’1”) for the Rehearsal Hall and $60,000.00 to 
rebuild the 1984 Steinway B.

For reference, MSRP for a new Yamaha C3 is approximately 
$47,000.00; a Steinway B costs $95,000.00. Both Steinways will 
spend the remainder of the fall semester in the Chancel of the 
Sanctuary until we move the 1887 Steinway to the Recital Hall 
and the Yamaha C3 to the Rehearsal Hall. The Yamaha G2 is 
slated to move to the Elevator Lobby on the 3rd floor where it can 
continue to be used for sectionals and as a practice instrument.

BY: CHRISTOPHER GOODSON

Returns to Plymouth Church
Rebuilt Steinway Piano
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Financial Peace University
For almost 10 years, Plymouth has been changing both the 
spiritual and financial health of families through Financial Peace 
University. How can we say that?

Listen to those who have benefited: 
"I remember the night of the first class, I had a 'feeling' if I could 
just make it to this class my life would never be the same. I'd 
just started my new job and didn't even have the full cost of the 
program, but I used every penny I had. This was the beginning 
of a life changing experience. I didn't create my debt or habits 
overnight, so they won't go away over night, however, having a 
plan is powerful! This class allowed for deep and real reflection. 
You created an atmosphere for change."

Start the New Year right! Classes are Sunday evenings, from 
6-8 p.m., beginning January 2 to  February 27. For Plymouth 
members, the fees are $100 (discounted from $129) which 
includes all course materials and access to e-resources for a full 
year. The course is taught by Plymouth member Jennifer Gelner, 
and sponsored by Plymouth's Board of Christian Stewardship. 
For questions, please contact Jennifer Gelner (xmascruise@
yahoo.com).

Classes are limited to 10 registrants. Registration includes a 
spouse or a significant other attendance with the registrant. 
Reserve your place to a happier and healthier future by 
contacting Emily Tripp (etripp@plymouthchurch.com).

Family Promise Initiative
Opportunity to Volunteer with Plymouth's

The Board of Benevolences is seeking a lead coordinator 
for Plymouth’s Family Promise initiative. This is a 
volunteer position serving as a liaison between Family 
Promise of Greater Des Moines (FPGDM) and Family 
Promise at Plymouth (FP@Plymouth).

Four times a year, Plymouth Church “hosts” homeless 
families for seven nights. Due to COVID, families are 
currently “staying put” at the Faith Lutheran House.  
Therefore, the services provided by Plymouth volunteers 
are evening meals and Saturday breakfast; van driver in 
early a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (between house and Westminster 
Church); and volunteers as overnight host. Volunteers 
serving in these capacities have been plentiful. 

Additionally, FP@Plymouth has volunteer coordinators 
in-place who provide oversight for the meals, driver, and 
overnight hosts.  In addition to serving as the liaison, the 
lead coordinator provides communication to the FP@
Plymouth coordinators and volunteers; updates the Sign 
Up Genius; and general oversight so each hosting week 
runs smoothly, as possible. The current lead coordinator 
is willing to work along side for two months to ensure the 
new person is comfortable with the role.

For more information, please contact Darrel Mullins, 
current lead coordinator (darrelmullins@me.com) or Irene 
Hardisty, BoB Chairperson (ihardisty@yahoo.com). 
A phone call can be scheduled to discuss more fully.

Inside of Plymouth’s Center for Spiritual Growth is our Library and some cozy chairs. While Plymouth was closed 

last year, the Board of Spiritual Growth prepared competitive grant to create a digital library offering of digital books, 

materials, and documentaries using OverDrive. For more information visit: plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-digital-library.

DIGITAL LIBRARY

mailto:xmascruise%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:xmascruise%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:etripp%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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Orientation & Mentoring
Refugee Family Begins

On September 23, Plymouth volunteers and staff from the 
U.S. Committee for Refugees & Immigrants (USCRI) 
moved the Syrian refugee family into their new apartment 
in West Des Moines. We're thrilled to report that more than 
50 Plymouth families donated furniture, household items, 
food, and money, which enabled us to fully furnish a three-
bedroom apartment and provide more than a month's worth 
of culturally-appropriate food for the family. Thank you to 
everyone who donated!

The next stage of the Plymouth Welcomes a Refugee Family 
project is now under way.

Plymouth and USCRI will be providing ongoing mentoring 
and support to the family as they adjust to life in the United 
States. During the week of October 4, Sanaa and Marwan 
attended their first Cultural Orientation classes through 
USCRI. During the week of October 18, Plymouth volunteers 
and a trainer from Des Moines Area Regional Transit (DART) 
assisted the family in learning how to use public buses to 
get around the community, and on October 23, a Plymouth 
volunteer began helping the family with value shopping.

Going forward, Plymouth volunteers are lined up to help 
enroll the children in school, to coach the family on finances, 
and to provide friendship and fun for the family as we 
introduce them to community activities and area amenities.

USCRI will provide a wide range of additional services 
for the family, including English language lessons for 
the parents, healthcare coordination, job training and 
placement, and legal services.

The Syrian refugee family Plymouth is cosponsoring poses for a picture 
outside their new apartment on move-in day. From left to right: Ali 
(age 11), Nada (9), Rania (7), Sanaa, Marwan, and Yousef (5).

Plymouth volunteers and USCRI staff worked hard to create a 
warm and welcoming home for the family. Pictured here (from L to 
R): Alicia Claypool, Cindy Butler, USCRI Case Manager Hayley 
Rauzi, Jan Campbell, and Donna Paulsen.

USCRI Sees Ten-Fold Increase in Refugee Arrivals 

The mentoring stage of the project is off to a slower-than-
expected start, due to a major influx of refugees. USCRI's Des 
Moines field office welcomed 60 new arrivals in September—
the most of any USCRI office and 10 times the number of 
monthly arrivals they had been receiving since 2019.

Changes to U.S. immigration policy under the Trump 
administration severely restricted refugee resettlement, while 
travel restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic further 
slowed resettlement efforts. As a result, the United States 
resettled only 11,814 refugees in fiscal year 2020 and 11,411 
refugees in fiscal year 2021—the lowest numbers of refugees 
on record and a far cry from the 207,000 welcomed in 1980, 
the year the formal U.S. resettlement program began. In early 
September, President Biden announced a refugee admission 
goal for fiscal year 2022 of 125,000 people.

The new refugees arriving in Des Moines are from Sudan, 
South Sudan, Burma, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
and Syria. (The Syrian refugee family Plymouth is co-
sponsoring is the first Syrian family that USCRI Des Moines 
has welcomed since the Muslim travel ban was lifted.) USCRI 
has also started receiving special immigrant visa holders from 
Afghanistan, which are expected to continue for the next 
several months as evacuees continue to be processed.

To receive updates about USCRI Des Moines and find ways 
to get involved with their local efforts, consider signing up for 
their monthly newsletter here: tiny.cc/USCRI-DSM.

BY: ERIN RIKER

Sources: U.S. Committee for Refugees & Immigrants Des Moines; 
U.S. State Department Refugee Admissions Report as of 9/30/21; 
American Immigration Council fact sheet, Septemer 2021

http://tiny.cc/USCRI-DSM
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Plymouth Food Pantry Committee
Updates from the

Little Free (Food) Pantries: 
A neighborly way to address food insecurity.

Background: In 2016 the Wellmark Foundation 
Community Kickstarter awarded the Drake Neighborhood 
$10,000 to bring Little Free (Food) Pantries to the Drake 
campus and nearby neighborhoods. The pantries are 
modeled after the Little Free Pantry program launched in 
Fayetteville, Ark., in 2016.

Why is this a need?

There are two main sources of supplemental food sources 
available to Des Moines residents. Supplemental Nutrition 
(SNAP) benefits received by approximately 15% of families 
in the Drake neighborhood, while food pantries (such as 
DMARC) allows families up to three visits every 30 days. 
“Having a little free pantry located within walking distance 
could help fill the gap between SNAP assistance and DMARC 
pantry visits.” (from drake.edu/community/learningservice/
programs/littlefreepantry)

What can we do at Plymouth, to help fill the Free Little 
Pantries, in our neighborhoods?

Plymouth’s 2x2x2 Challenge: The Plymouth Food Pantry 
Committee is proposing that our church community take 
up a challenge, to restock two Drake area pantries with two 
items for the next two months. We are proposing to support 
the Little Free Pantries, near the Drake area, located at 
the Sprout Garden (30th and Carpenter) and Community 
Youth Concepts (1446 MLK), keeping them stocked with 
rice and peanut butter for the next two months.

We would like to emphasize that this is an experiment!  The 
Food Pantry Committee will stock and monitor the pantries, 
in order to learn how often they are being used and how often 
they need to be restocked.

Please bring your items to the specially marked Little Food 
Pantry bin located next to the DMARC bins (next to the 
elevators on the main sanctuary floor).

Please note: the Little Food Pantries do not replace, but 
complement, the existing DMARC Food Pantries.

Questions? Please contact Maggie Tillman at 
maggie.joanna@gmail.com.

IT'S THE AUTUMN SEASON

Think Apples! Join the "Apple a Day" Giving Club!

For 45 years, members of our community have supported 

DMARC's efforts to successfully meet the needs of those 

in our community who face food insecurity. Celebrate 

this accomplishment and join DMARC's "Apple a Day" 

giving club by making a recurring gift at whatever level, 

be it $4.50 or $45 a month.

Go to: plymouthchurch.com/give; select "Other" under 

Donations Type and indicate DMARC Apple a Day.

However you decide to give: thank you from your Food 

Pantry Committee!

http://www.drake.edu/community/learningservice/programs/littlefreepantry
http://www.drake.edu/community/learningservice/programs/littlefreepantry
mailto:maggie.joanna%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.plymouthchurch.com/give
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CURRENT HAPPENINGS

PRAYER LIST
Each Wednesday, we email out a list of prayers 
to a group of members and staff who pray over 
those needs during the week. If you would 
like to receive these emails or have a prayer 
request you'd like to lift up, please email Dan 
Schott: dschott@plymouthchurch.com.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The Plymouth Church Office will be closed on 
November 25 and 26 for Thanksgiving.

GET INVOLVED!
Looking for ways you can get involved at 
Plymouth! We have a brand new page on our 
website just for you. Click here to visit our "Get 
Involved" page. You can also find it under the 
"Who Are We?" tab on our website.

CAREER CLOSET 
DONATIONS
Plymouth's Career Closet is not accepting 
donations at this time. If you are looking for 
a way to donate clothing, you can call 211. 
They can answer your questions on groups or 
organizations you can support during this time. 
Thank you for your support!

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
BIBLE STUDY
Join Pastor Jack Mahoney and Plymouth 
friends each week to review and discuss the 
scripture for the upcoming weekend. There’s 
no homework. All you need to do is link to this 
Zoom gathering from a comfy spot at home 
with your Bible, your questions, and your 
curiosity. For the link to join, visit Plymouth's 
website Calendar.

PROJECT MEMORIES 2021 IS ALMOST HERE!
Sign up to give gifts to individuals (75 individuals, gifts $25 value) or donate to help fund an agency 
initiative. This year, Project Memories is working with: Mosaic, Youth Homes of Mid-America, and 
the Family Enrichment Center. If you have questions or if you would like to learn about how a family 
or group can participate, contact Kelley Howell (kelleybhowell@gmail.com) or Georgia Sheriff 
(gsheriff@plymouthchurch.com). Watch for sign-up information in your email in the coming weeks.

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY
All are welcome to join in the excitement as 
we explore the scripture text that will inform 
our upcoming weekend worship at Plymouth 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in Greenwood. Bring a 
Bible, a mask, and a sense of adventure. You 
can also join on Zoom. For the link to join, visit 
Plymouth's website Calendar.

CHURCH SCHOOL 
OFFERINGS FOR ALL
Each Sunday, there will be faith formation 
offerings for all ages. We hope to continue to 
expand and change our offerings depending 
on the season. Most classes will be lead by 
clergy or by church lay leaders. All activities 
will be from 10-10:50 a.m. so participates can 
join either the 9 or 11 a.m. Sunday worship 
service. For more information about our 
current offerings, visit: plymouthchurch.com/
news and look for Church School.

CHURCH OFFICE 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Do you have free time during the week and 
are looking for something safe you can do? 
Plymouth is looking for volunteers to assist our 
church staff in covering phone shifts during 
the week. If you would like to learn more or 
are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Betty Fosburgh: bettydickfosburgh@gmail.com.

FLOWER DELIVERY TEAM
Have you ever wondered what happens to 
the flowers after they’ve beautified the space 
in Sunday service? They are taken apart by 
a team of volunteers, converted to smaller 
bouquets, and delivered to people who might 
appreciate a floral greeting. If you would like 
to be part of this ministry, please email Diane 
Hayes: dhayes@plymouthchurch.com.

THE RUTH STORY
RUTH: the immigrant, the foreigner, the refugee. Join the Plymouth Radio Players as they bring to life 
the story of RUTH. The court of the king requests your presence for the weekend’s entertainment. 
As the king reviews the list of offerings from the traveling troupe of players; he offers his own script; 
a very personal story of his own. The players reluctantly unfold the king’s script before us; a story 
of the immigrant, the foreigner, the refugee. Ruth is a story for our times as we consider our own 
posture on welcoming the foreigner. Find yourself in this saga of tragedy and perseverance.

Save the Date: Saturday, November 6, 7 p.m. and Sunday, November 7, 2 p.m.

mailto:dschott%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:kelleybhowell%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
http://plymouthchurch.com/news/church-school-for-all-ages
http://plymouthchurch.com/news/church-school-for-all-ages
mailto:bettydickfosburgh%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dhayes%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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For more information about 
Plymouth Church, please 
visit our website at www.
plymouthchurch.com,  
follow us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/plymouthchurch 
and Instagram @PlymouthChurch.

You will find all of our Weekend 
Worship recordings available 
on our YouTube channel: 
PlymouthChurch DSM. We also 
have several Live video offerings 
throughout the week on our 
Facebook page.

To submit information for the 
Contact, email Elsie Brault, 
ewunn@plymouthchurch.com. 
All contact submissions must 
be made by the 15th of the 
month prior.

Scan here to 
visit our website!

Sarai Rice (until November 21) ........................................................................Interim Senior Pastor

Jared Wortman (beginning November 22)  .....................................................................Senior Pastor

Nancy Bassett .................................................................................................................  Accountant

Elsie Brault ..............................................................................................Communications Assistant

Lindsey Braun (on Sabbatical) .............................................................Pastor of Vitality & Outreach

Alex Cooney ..............................................................................................................Media Director

Cindy Eaton-Eklund ............................................................................Director of Communications

Christopher Goodson .....................................................................Director of Music and Fine Arts

Carl Gravander .....................................................................................................................Organist

Diane Hayes ................................................................Music & Fine Arts Administrative Assistant

Seth Hedquist ......................................................................... Director of the Saturday Night Band

Karen Quance Jeske ..................................................................................Director of TiM Programs

Rushing Kimball ......................................................................................................Associate Pastor

Jack Mahoney ..........................................................................................................Associate Pastor

Dan Mowry ............................................................................................................  Facility Manager 

Dan Schott ..........................................................................................................Executive Assistant

Georgia Sheriff ................................................................ Children & Family Ministries Consultant

LeAnn Stubbs .........................................................................................Pastor of Care & Welcome

Emily Tripp................................................................................Director of Operations and Finance

Susan Waller ..............................................................................................Director of Creative Arts

Samantha Whalen ........................................................Program Assistant/Child Care Coordinator

Plymouth Church Staff
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