
     enerosity is  
fundamentally  
a spiritual question 
rather than a financial 
one. Each of us is on 
a journey that begins 
with an understanding 
of God’s blessings  
in our life. 
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In the coming weeks, you will be invited  

to go on a transformational journey of 

discovery and prayer. Through social  

media, email and the Plymouth website, 

you will receive daily devotional  

readings for the coming week, as we are 

challenged to examine generosity from a 

biblical perspective.

During worship and online, you will hear 

stories from people in different places 

in their journey and learn how they have 

come to understand giving as an  

expression of their faith. We will learn 

how Plymouth people and ministries 

have amazing impacts on peoples’ lives. 

As we explore Plymouth Pathways to 

Generosity, each of us begins in a  

different place. But regardless of where 

you are on that path, you are encouraged 

to pray “God, what steps do You want 

me to take in my giving?” 

Then, on November 20 and 21, you will 

have an opportunity to complete your 

2022 Estimate of Giving card. 

Steps Along the Giving Path

DISCOVERING THE JOY OF GENEROSITY

EXPLORING
Begin the generosity path by making an annual 
estimate of occasional giving.

SEEKING
Make an annual commitment of regular giving to increase support for our ministry.

GROWING 
Give a planned percentage of income in gratitude for God’s gifts.

DEEPENING
Increase a percentage of income given in support of our ministry.

TRANSFORMING
Realizing generosity as a journey, give 10% or more of income and 
respond with generosity to additional ministry needs.

You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity.
2 Corinthians 9:11

STEWARDSHIP IS DIRECTLY 
LINKED TO OUR JOURNEY  
OF DISCIPLESHIP.
How we use our resources is primarily a spiritual issue, 

not a financial one. The quality of that decision is  

determined by the spiritual condition of our hearts. 

This is a significant step toward trusting and giving to 

God. We are inviting every household to assess where 

they are on Plymouth Pathways to Generosity, to pray 

“God, what steps do You want me to take in my giving?”,  

and to chart a path to where God is leading you. It’s 

helpful to think about each step as an incremental  

increase in giving as a percentage of your income.

As children of God, born in God’s image, we are born 

to be loving and generous. When we realize how we 

have been blessed with family, breath, life, relationships,  

and grace, we see the magnitude of God’s presence 

in our lives. Out of gratitude and thanksgiving, we are 

compelled to give back to God as an act of worship. 

Plymouth Pathways to Generosity is an invitation to 

become the people God created us to be. Generosity is 

an invitation into a deeper relationship with God based 

on faith and trust.

Generosity invites you to move along the path as you 

grow in your giving and deepen your faith. Scripture is 

full of Jesus’ teaching on giving and generosity. These 

teachings are the foundation of Plymouth Pathways to 

Generosity.

Plymouth Church has set an important intention this 

year...to look at Christian stewardship through an  

entirely different lens. 

Plymouth 
Pathways to 
Generosity 
is not about 
giving to fund 
a budget, but 
giving from a 
grateful heart 
to participate 
in ministry  
that changes 
people’s lives.

THE GIVING PATH
As we walk on Plymouth Pathways to Generosity, we 

are moving forward in our spiritual journeys to be more 

like God. Jesus said that “where your treasure is, there 

you heart will be also.”

After prayer and introspection, you may feel God 

telling you to give at the Exploring level. Others may 

find they are called to step up their household gifts to 

Growing or Deepening levels. Wherever you may be 

on the steps of your giving path, your faith formation 

and relationship with God will continue to grow and 

benefit the broader mission of Plymouth Church.

 

WHYMove Along the Giving Path?

God,  
what steps do You  
want me to take  

in my giving?

It is God’s intention that we grow more generous and take bigger steps in 

our giving as we become more aware of how richly God has blessed us.

WHERE DOES 

GOD WANT ME

 IN MY GIVING?
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Why talk about money?
IT’S A SPIRITUAL ISSUE
Stewardship is directly linked to our journey of discipleship. How we use 

our resources is primarily a spiritual issue, not a financial one. The quality 

of that decision is determined by the spiritual condition of our heart.

JESUS TALKED ABOUT IT
Jesus spoke openly about money and possessions. About two-thirds of 

the parables and about one in every 10 verses in the Gospels address 

this very issue. As followers of Jesus, we should not be reluctant to talk 

about giving as an outward expression of our love for God.

IT’S NOT ABOUT THE BUDGET 
In stewardship campaigns, it can be tempting to approach the financial 

needs of the church as if we were simply funding the budget. However, 

in Plymouth Pathways to Generosity, we acknowledge that living  

generously is an inseparable part of our faith. God does not need our 

money; rather, we need to give it as an act of gratitude and trust.

IT’S ABOUT TRUST
As we learn to trust God more and follow God’s teachings more faithfully, 

we learn to depend less on ourselves and more on God, relinquishing 

attitudes and habits that impede our relationship with God.

Put God first in your financial goals.
Regularly scheduled gifts make sharing your blessings a 

convenient part of your faith practice. Here are two ways 

to make your generosity automatic and effortless.

SCHEDULE MONTHLY GIFTS 
THROUGH AUTO-GIVE
Auto-Give is an automatic monthly financial gift to  

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 

through Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) from your  

bank account.

USE THE ONLINE BILL PAY 
FEATURE FROM YOUR BANK 
ACCOUNT
If you already pay bills through your banking website, 

this is another easy way to incorporate generosity into 

your budget.

On Saturday and Sunday, November 20 and 21, we will 

ask you to return an Estimate of Giving card. This card  

states your household’s personal generosity goal for 

2022 based on the percentage of your income that you 

hear God calling you to grow toward. Your Estimate of 

Giving should include any financial gifts you have made 

or intend to make during 2022, including gifts of stock 

(which may be arranged directly with Nancy Bassett, 

accountant). 

It is God’s intention that we grow more generous and 

take bigger steps in our giving as we become more 

aware of how richly God has blessed us. 

1
Syrian family adopted  

by the Plymouth  
Welcomes a Refugee  

Family team.

41
High school youth  

performed in Matins  
De-Tour 2021 as an  

alternative to  
spring tour.

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,  
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
2 Corinthians 9:7

120
Youth age 3–12th grade  

are participating in  
Plymouth choirs

God,  
what steps do You  
want me to take  

in my giving?
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Gratitude Prayer Sealed by Faith

The principles of gratitude and prayer found in the daily readings 

from “A Generous Life: 28 Days of Devotion” will help you navigate 

your steps on the giving path. These daily devotionals are available 

to every household through our social media pages on Facebook 

and Instagram, in weekly emails, and on our website. Each week 

you can access the readings for the next seven days. The purpose 

of these devotional readings is to challenge our generosity from a 

biblical perspective.

We encourage you to take just a moment each day, beginning 

October 25 and ending on the weekend of November 21, to read 

the devotional for that day. Each day shares a short story that will 

take you about two minutes to read and encourages you to write a 

reflection and engage in a daily challenge.

WEEK ONE: 
Born to be Generous 
October 25-31 

WEEK TWO: 
Grounded in Gratitude 
November 1-7

WEEK THREE: 
Revealed through Prayer 
November 8-14

WEEK FOUR: 
Sealed by Faith 
November 15-21

God,  
what steps do You  
want me to take  

in my giving?

• Three uniquely focused weekend worship 

services, both in-person and via live-stream 

on Facebook and YouTube.

• Beautiful music and fine arts programs,  

including Matins Choir, Chancel Choir,  

children’s choirs, and informal musical groups 

featured during the summer Lawn Concerts. 

• Growing, vibrant youth and children’s  

programs, including expanded Church School 

offerings and virtual Vacation Bible School. 

• Supporting our community’s most vulnerable, 

including weekend food backpacks for school 

children, resettlement and language help for 

refugees and immigrants, and temporary 

housing for homeless families.

• Strong commitment to serving our  

community and actively supporting LGBTQ 

issues, anti-racism efforts, and other important 

social issues.

How my generosity  
helps Plymouth’s ministries:

90
Children participated  

in virtual VBS

200
Yard signs help spread  
Plymouth’s message of  

practicing radical 
 love.

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
Matthew 5:21

13
Eighth graders  

confirmed their faith &  
became members of  

Plymouth Church!

Worship/ 
Music/Fine Arts 

30%

Adult  
Education/ 

Spiritual Growth 
10%

Benevolences & Social Action 
22%

Youth/ 
Family Ministries/ 

Christian Education 
10%

Membership 
Engagement 

18%

Pastoral Care 
10%



8

Preparing for Plymouth Pathways to Generosity

Dear Plymouth friends,

During this time of reflection and discernment, we encourage you to:

• Pray for God to lead you on new steps in your faith journey with the prayer “God, what 

steps do You want me to take in my giving?”

• Deepen your sense of generosity and gratitude.

• Discover the joy of giving.

• Examine your personal giving and how it reflects your commitment to God.

• Reflect on the understanding that Christian stewardship is about raising disciples, not 

money.

• Read the daily devotionals from “A Generous Life” and pray for God’s guidance in your 

personal finances.

• Decide what percentage of your income to give consistently in the year ahead.

• Complete your Estimate of Giving card during our worship the weekend of November 20 

and 21, or online.

• If you are unable to attend or are participating virtually, you may choose to mail your  

Estimate of Giving card in the return envelope included in this packet.

   With gratitude for your generosity,

      Mary O’Brien                   Spencer Cady 

               Co-chairs, Plymouth Pathways to Generosity

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ  |  4126 Ingersoll Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 

515.255.3149  |  plymouthchurch.com  | Follow us on Facebook, Instagram & YouTube

God,  
what steps do You  
want me to take  

in my giving?


