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OUR STRATEGIC GOAL:  PRACTICING RADICAL LOVE...EVERYWHERE AND ALWAYS

INSIDE:

We agree to differ. We resolve to love. We unite to serve.

By the time of publication, many of us will have 
already heard our first Christmas carol on the radio, 
downloaded our holiday season playlist on Spotify, 
ordered a seasonal drink from our favorite coffee 
shop and even have a jump start on our holiday 
shopping, hoping to avoid the supply chain demands 
and shortages. So, asking you to slow a bit, wait and 
listen is a BIG ask.

Our ask is an invitation to join us as we Journey 
Through Advent this Advent season at Plymouth.

Journey Through Advent is meant to be a slower, 
deeper, and reflective movement from darkness into 
light. It asks us to purposefully step out of the frenzied 
fray of the holiday season and wait; to trust and 
listen to what we cannot yet see. The metaphor that 
comes to mind is of my childhood love of being read 
a chapter of a book each night by my parents. I would 
crawl into bed, lights off except for my bedside lamp, 
with one of my parents lying beside me and reading 
me one chapter. I would always beg for another. Yet, 
when all lights were turned off and the door shut, I 
would lay in bed thinking about the part of the story 
just read and fall asleep to thoughts about what would 
come next. In the darkness, I listened and trusted 
that the rest of the story would come. My parents 
would not binge read the entire book with me. They 
helped establish a ritual of listening to part of a story 

and waiting for the next chapter. When finished, 
we would have days to talk about the entirety of 
it. Then, the ritual would begin again.

The concept of waiting is counterintuitive to 
much of what we do. This Advent season we 
turn our eyes, ears, and spirits to listen to the 
fluid, moving narrative of two storylines. The 
first being the “big” story starting at the dawn of 
light in Genesis, then the foretold prophecies of 
a savior to be born, angel visitations declaring 
life altering changes, the long journey to the 
stable and the birth of Jesus, the gathering of 
shepherds and wise men to pay homage to the 
babe and back around to the manifestation and 
mystery of the Incarnate.

Our Advent sermon series will focus on Mary’s 
journey. First, being visited by the angel Gabriel, 
then running to her cousin Elizabeth to confirm 
that what she is hearing is true, then humbly 
accepting the immense responsibility she is called 
to undertake and finally, birthing a child that has 
been spoken of in prophecy who is God’s gift of 
light to our world. We are called to journey with 
Mary this Advent season. How do we embrace our 
journey and magnify the Lord at the same time? 
How do we accept the call to birth something 
new? How are we bringing light into this world?
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Caring
CONDOLENCES TO:

• all those who 
 have lost someone 
 to COVID-19.

• the family & friends of:

 Clayton Murphy

 Charlotte Walker

 Chris Helm

 Doug Burnett

 Jim Pullen

 Gabriel Heefner

 Gayle Johnson

 Michael Holderness

• Jenni Kothavale and 
 family on the death of 
 her mother.

• Mary Gillaspey and 
 family on the death 
 of her father, James 
 Hoyman.

• Cheryl Morton and 
 family on the death 
 of her mother.

CELEBRATIONS FOR:

• Pastor Jared Wortman 
 joining Plymouth as 
 our new Senior Pastor.

THANKSGIVING FOR:

• Pastor Sarai Rice and 
 the work she did for 
 Plymouth as our 
 Interim Senior Pastor.

Just Peace Covenant
Christmas Gifts Support Our

Dear Plymouth Members,

As you prepare to celebrate Christmas, please 
consider a Special Offering gift that supports 
our Just Peace covenant. This year's Christmas 
offering recipients will be announced very soon. 
Keep an eye on our Plymouth Weekly emails for 
news about who these offerings will be going to.

To keep our church family safe and healthy, 
we will not be passing the plate at any of our 
in-person services. You can put a donation in 
an envelope and give it to a staff member or 

Deacon before or after worship. You can also 
send it in online at plymouthchurch.com/give 
or you can give by mail. If you would prefer to 
mail a check or cash, please note “Christmas 
Offering” and mail to the following:

Plymouth Church Attn: Nancy Bassett 
4126 Ingersoll Ave. 
Des Moines, IA 50312.

Thank you for your generosity, 
Plymouth Board of Benevolences

Journey Through Advent (cont.)
Each week during Advent, you will see these 
stories unfold, chapter by chapter in different 
ways and places.

On the front lawn of Plymouth: The visual 
journey of Mary and Joseph on a donkey 
beginning their journey towards Bethlehem. 
Each week, they will get closer and closer to 
the empty stable. Why empty when we see 
nativities everywhere with all the characters 
present in one place during the entire 
Christmas season? This visual narrative will 
be a reminder that Advent is a journey. Each 
week, you will also see other characters in the 
story appear on the lawn. On Christmas Eve, 
all arrive at the stable except the trio of kings 
which will just be starting their journey to 
Bethlehem, led by the star arriving on Epiphany 
(the second Sunday after Christmas).

Story Board (outside of West Transept doors): 
For a more tactile journey, children (small & 
large) will be invited to play with the whole 
cast of characters in the Advent story via a felt 
board! Stop by the area outside of the West 
transept doors, where cut out felt characters will 
be on the adjacent table for endless opportunities 
to retell the birth story through a story board!

Worship – Story for All Ages: We will tell 
the big story, week by week beginning in 
Genesis during our Story for All Ages. This 
story is not just for our children, it is for ALL 
of us. We take the first three lessons from our 
traditional Lessons & Carols narrative and 
tell them through readings, music, scripture 
from the furthest part of the Sanctuary – the 
Narthex – and progressively move forward 
each week telling the next part of the story 
from another place in the Sanctuary. All this 
leads us up to the Fourth Sunday in Advent 
in which we begin Lessons & Carols at the 
part of the story where an angel appears to 
Joseph and continues through to the mystery 
of the Incarnation.

Look for these things as we Journey Through 
Advent together. Wait for each story, a larger 
piece of our story told weekly. Set out with us 
on a journey; waiting, listening, and embracing 
the hope of light to come.

See a full list of Plymouth's Advent plans 
on page 10 or visit: plymouthchurch.com/
advent-2021.

http://plymouthchurch.com/give
http://plymouthchurch.com/advent-2021
http://plymouthchurch.com/advent-2021
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This pressing question is the first line of Wilda C. Gafney’s A 
Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church. Gafney’s brand new 
lectionary project provides a window into scripture that considers 
the perspectives of biblical characters — often women — who 
aren’t always given their proper attention. In a world that still 
reverberates with androcentric readings of the past and the 
present, Gafney encourages the church to see those who have 
been historically overlooked and ignored.

At the heart of her project is the conviction that every life is 
sacred and that every voice is a vital part of the people of God. I 
was thrilled to learn that Plymouth was already planning to use 
Gafney’s lectionary during the season of Advent. I can think of 
no better way to begin my time at Plymouth and Advent than 
by asserting that the church should always be the place that 
prioritizes the visibility and sacred worth of every person.

As I prepare to write my first sermon for Advent at Plymouth, I 
have been captivated by these lines by Gafney from a blogpost 
written in December 2014.

  This Advent, we have work to do.

  Stay awake to injustice.

  And stay awake to justice, and to love, wherever they may 
  be found — lest we despair.

  Stay awake.

Gafney asserts, “This Advent, we have work to do.” As we 
join in worship, prayer, song, and festivity during this season of 
Advent, I hope you’ll take seriously our need to see and value 
one another while also being convinced that there are good 
things we can achieve for the sake of our friends, neighbors, 
community, and world. I’m convinced that the success of our 
ministry together will depend on our willingness to recognize 
the beauty of every person — with a commitment that we are 
stronger together than we are apart. My hope is that the sermons 
and worship at Plymouth this Advent will be pointed reminders 
for us to embody radical hospitality in a world that still excludes 
and marginalizes. My prayer is that we would have the eyes to see 
with compassion and hearts that are committed to belonging.

My family and I are incredibly enthusiastic and hopeful about the 
future of ministry at Plymouth. As your senior pastor, know that I 
am committed to seeing you, knowing you, and valuing how you 
are an integral part of the future of Plymouth.

Let’s do good work together,

Rev. Dr. Jared Wortman 
Senior Pastor

A Letter from Jared Wortman
“What would it look like to tell the Good News through the stories of women who are often on the margins of scripture and 
often set up to represent bad news?”
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A Note of Thanks

In 2021, Plymouth put radical love into practice by welcoming 
a Syrian refugee family to Des Moines. As we enter this season 
of gratitude and year-end reflection, the refugee family project 
team would like to say THANK YOU, PLYMOUTH!

Through donations of furniture, household items, food, 
money, volunteer hours, and ongoing prayers, your generous 
outpouring of love and support has made this project possible. 
Thank you for helping us provide a warm welcome, a safe and 
comfortable home, and ongoing mentoring and friendship for 
this beloved family—Marwan, Sanaa, Ali, Nada, Rania, and 
Yousef. We give thanks for their safe arrival in Iowa and look 
forward with prayer and anticipation to all that awaits the 
family in 2022. Shukran!

BY: ERIN RIKER

What has been gained and what has been lost? This is a time 
to stand still and reacquaint ourselves with the wisdom we 
have gathered, and just as important, with the One in whom 
we live and move and have our being. 

Longest Night is a time of hope. With the promise of 
increased daylight, we gather our hopes for tomorrow and 
set intentions for the New Year.

Come and join with us for candle-lighting, healing prayers, 
quiet, scripture, communion, and music that acknowledge 
that God’s Presence is for you and that God’s Word comes 
to shine light into your life and our world. Reflections 
will be offered by Jared Wortman, Rushing Kimball, Jack 
Mahoney, and Karen Jeske.

This is a worship gathering for all ages. Everyone is 
welcome. Service will be held at 6 p.m. in Waveland Hall on 
Monday, December 20.

In our Northern Hemisphere, the third week of December 
marks the Winter Solstice. As Summer warmth turned 
to Autumn’s golden glow, the daylight hours have been 
getting shorter. The Winter Solstice marks the shortest 
amount of daylight that we will see all year. The Solstice 
also marks the longest amount of darkness that we will see 
all year, which is why we refer to this time of worship as 
the “Longest Night.” Throughout the season of winter, no 
matter how cold it gets or how much snow we have, the 
daylight will get increasingly longer. 

Longest Night, then, is a time of celebration. Just when we 
wonder how dark our lives and our world can get, the earth 
turns, and daylight begins to creep back. We celebrate the 
love and care of God as witnessed in creation.

Longest Night is also a day of reflection. The year 2021 has 
been a year of light and dark, sorrow and joy. We reflect. 

WINTER SOLSTICE.
SHORTEST DAY. LONGEST NIGHT.
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Plymouth friends, we again have the opportunity to “Grow 
in Love of God and Neighbor” through Project Memories 
2021. There are two ways to participate this year:

 • Provide gifts ($25 value/each) to individuals served by 
  our partners. There are more than 60 individuals on 
  our list. 

 • Make a cash donation that will help our partners 
  provide special experiences and support to their clients. 

OUR 2021 PARTNERS:

Mosaic 
This program empowers adult individuals with intellectual 
and/or physical disabilities to achieve their own happiness 
through achieving their goals and dreams.

Elipsis 
Formerly Youth Homes of Mid-America, this group serves 
teens who can no longer stay in their homes and provides 
residential care with a space that allows healing and growth, 
and a specific care plan for each individual. 

Polk County Family Enrichment Center 
This center provides assistance to families in need as they 
are becoming self-sufficient. 

Find information about how to donate on Plymouth’s 
website and in Plymouth email. If you would like more 
information about how you or a group can participate, 
please contact: Kelley Howell (kelleybhowell@gmail.com) 
or Georgia Sheriff (gsheriff@plymouthchurch.com; text or 
call: 515.201.5072).

Project Memories 2021
BY: GEORGIA SHERIFF

Have you pondered the possibility of becoming a Stephen Minister? Have you thought 

about this before and didn’t step forward? Now is the time to sign up and begin training 

for this very special ministry.

Don’t pass up this opportunity to go deeper into relationship with yourself, your family 

and friends, and your church community. Learn about listening, understanding feelings, 

relating firmly but gently while maintaining personal boundaries with yourself and others.

A new class will be starting in January. If you are being called to the service and joy of 

being a Stephen Minister, please reach out to LeAnn Stubbs (515.255.3149 or lstubbs@

plymouthchurch.com) or Deb Brookhart (515.321.0344) to talk about next steps. You will 

never regret this decision, you will only ask yourself one thing, “Why did I wait so long?”

NEW STEPHEN MINISTRY CLASS: JANUARY 2022

mailto:kelleybhowell%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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Plymouth Church has been engaging in rich conversations 
around diversity and race to better understand anti-racism as a 
spiritual practice. To further these conversations, Plymouth is 
offering the church and broader community an opportunity to 
learn more about the 1619 Project, an examination of how the 
legacy of slavery continues to shape our country. 

The 1619 Project, a special issue of The New York Times 
Magazine, marks the 400th anniversary of the first arrival of 
enslaved Africans to Jamestown, Virginia with a series of 
essays, images, stories and poems that challenge readers to 
reframe their understanding of U.S. history by considering 
1619 as the start of this nation’s story. 

1619 Revisited will run for six sessions, January 24 to March 7 
(no session on February 14) on Mondays from 6:30-8:15 p.m. 

Open to ALL, this program will be meaningful for those who 
participated in 2020 as well as new participants. All sessions 
will be live online experiences via Zoom and will be recorded 
for asynchronous viewing. Participants can expect to read the 
1619 Project essays published in The New York Times, listen to 
podcasts and musical performances, watch videos, learn from 
speakers, and engage in small-group discussions around medical 
inequality, the wealth gap, mass incarceration, education 
malpractice and undemocratic policies. Each session will offer 
advocacy ideas and action steps. 

Register here: tiny.cc/1619-revisited or 
scan the QR code to the right. For more 
information, contact Karen Downing 
(jkhdowningmarks@gmail.com).

1619 Revisited

Be AMAZED in 2022!
Starting to think about how you can make a difference in the 
new year?

Here is what our team of volunteers would like to share:

 • “It’s the best hour of my week.”

 • “I like partnering with families to help children explore 
  and learn about their faith.”

 • “I am amazed by what I learn!”

 • “I like being part of a diverse team.”

 • “What appeals to me? The many ways to participate!”

 • “It’s a great way to meet more people at Plymouth”

What could they be talking about? Sunday morning Kid’s 
Church School and Childcare! Join the team of Sunday 
volunteers. Come visit us on a Sunday at 10 a.m. You’ll see 
our volunteers and kids in action. We guarantee once you’ll 
want to come back again!

There are several volunteer opportunities. Here are a few:

 • Teachers: help lead children through stories and 
  scripture and creative activities. All lessons and materials 
  are prepared for you! And there are helpers for each 
  group! Ages of kids? Pre-K to 6th grade. Pick an age/grade 
  you prefer. Teach for a month or longer, it’s up to you and 
  your schedule. 

 • Helpers: there are helpers in the hallways, classrooms, 
  nursery and childcare, and at the check-in/pick-up table. 
  Come once in a while, once a month or more often.  

To volunteer or for more information: please contact Georgia 
Sheriff by email (gsheriff@plymouthchurch.com) or text/call 
515.201.5072. We are happy to answer your questions!

Background checks are required for all volunteers age 18 or 
over. Application can be completed online and takes about a 
week to be processed.

http://tiny.cc/1619-revisited
mailto:jkhdowningmarks%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gsheriff%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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Native American Heritage Month
In celebration of Native American Heritage Month, the 
Plymouth Library Committee recommends reading some 
of our many library books on Indigenous People.  Here are 

just a few of the many that you can find 
in the library in the Anti-Racism subject 
area, or online in our digital library at: 
plymouthchurch.overdrive.com or scan the 
QR code to the left from your phone.

BOOKS FOR ADULTS:

Dunbar-Ortiz, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United 
States; Beacon Press (2015) (Available in our digital library)

Acclaimed historian and activist Dunbar-Ortiz offers a history of 
the United States told from the perspective of Indigenous peoples.

Erdrich, Night Watchman (2020) (Available in our digital 
library)

Based on the extraordinary life of National Book Award-
winning author Louise Erdrich's grandfather who worked 
as a night watchman and carried the fight against Native 
dispossession from rural North Dakota all the way to 
Washington, D.C..

Resendez, The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of 
Indian Enslavement in America; Mariner Books, (2017)

A landmark history—the sweeping story of the enslavement of 
tens of thousands of Indians across America, from the time of 
the conquistadors up to the early 20th century.

Schultz, King Philip's War: The History and Legacy of 
America's Forgotten Conflict. (2020) (Available in our 
digital library)

The harrowing story of one of America’s first and costliest 
wars. (Available in audio format from our digital library.)

BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS:

Dawavendewa, The Butterfly Dance; NMAI and Abbeville 
Press (2001)

This book chronicles one important day seen through the eyes 
of a young Hopi girl named Sihumana, or "Flower Maiden," 
who is a member of the Rabbit Clan and winningly portrayed 
as a rabbit. 

Marshall, In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse; Amulet Books 
(2015)

Jimmy McClean is a Lakota boy—though you wouldn’t guess 
it by his name: his father is part white and part Lakota, and his 
mother is Lakota. 

Ortiz, The People Shall Continue: 40th Anniversary Special 
Edition; Lee and Low Books (2017) 

Told in the rhythms of traditional oral narrative, this powerful 
telling of the history of the Native/Indigenous peoples of 
North America recounts their story from Creation to the 
invasion and usurpation of Native lands.

Tahe and Flood, First Laugh: Welcome, Baby!;  
Charlesbridge (2018)

The First Laugh Ceremony is a celebration held to welcome 
a new member of the community. As everyone—from Baby's 
nima (mom) to nadi (big sister) to cheii (grandfather)—tries 
to elicit the joyous sound from Baby, readers are introduced 
to details about Navajo life and the Navajo names for family 
members. 

Plymouth's Library Committee Reading Recommendations For

http://plymouthchurch.overdrive.com
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Here is an opportunity for with someone with great 
coordination skills!

The Board of Benevolences is seeking a lead coordinator for 
Plymouth’s Family Promise initiative. This is a volunteer 
position serving as a liaison between Family Promise of 
Greater Des Moines (FPGDM) and Family Promise at 
Plymouth (FP@Plymouth).   

Four times a year, Plymouth Church “hosts” homeless families 
for seven nights.  Due to COVID, families are currently 
“staying put” at the Faith Lutheran House. Therefore, the 
services provided by Plymouth volunteers are evening meals 
and Saturday breakfast; van driver in early morning and 5 p.m. 
(between house and Westminster Church); and volunteers as 
overnight host. Volunteers serving in these capacities have 
been plentiful.

Additionally, FP@Plymouth has volunteer coordinators 
in-place who provide oversight for the meals, driver, and 
overnight hosts.

In addition to serving as the liaison, the lead coordinator 
provides communication to the FP@Plymouth coordinators 
and volunteers; updates the Sign-up Genius; and general 
oversight so each hosting week runs as smoothly as possible.   
The current lead coordinator is willing to work along side 
for two months to ensure the new person is comfortable 
with the role.

For more information, please contact Darrel Mullins, 
current lead coordinator (darrelmullins@me.com) or Irene 
Hardisty, BoB Chairperson (ihardisty@yahoo.com). 
A phone call can be scheduled to discuss more fully.

Family Promise Coordinator
Board of Benevolences:

Financial Peace University

For almost 10 years, Plymouth has been changing both the 
spiritual and financial health of families through Financial Peace 
University. How can we say that?

Listen to those who have benefited: 
“I remember the night of the first class, I had a 'feeling' if I could 
just make it to this class my life would never be the same. I'd 
just started my new job and didn't even have the full cost of the 
program, but I used every penny I had. This was the beginning 
of a life-changing experience. I didn't create my debt or habits 
overnight, so they won't go away over night, however, having a 
plan is powerful! This class allowed for deep and real reflection. 
You created an atmosphere for change.”

Start the New Year right! Classes are Sunday evenings, from 
6-8 p.m., beginning January 2 to  February 27. For Plymouth 
members, the fees are $100 (discounted from $129) which 
includes all course materials and access to e-resources for a full 
year. The course is taught by Plymouth member Jennifer Gelner, 
and sponsored by Plymouth's Board of Christian Stewardship. 

Classes are limited to 10 registrants. Registration includes a 
spouse or a significant other attendance with the registrant. 
Reserve your place to a happier and healthier future by 
contacting Jennifer Gelner by email or phone: xmascruise@
yahoo.com or 515.314.9809.

mailto:darrelmullins%40me.com?subject=
mailto:ihardisty%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:xmascruise%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:xmascruise%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Plymouth Gallery welcomes artist Bob Kling of Indianola. 
Bob has been exhibiting his paintings, drawings, sculptures, 
and photographs throughout the U.S. for more than 40 years. 
Whether exploring the subject of reflections, the produce of 
the local grocery store, his love of hot-air balloons, or travels 
throughout Europe, Kling paints people, places, and things 
with an eye to make the ordinary extraordinary.

ABOUT BOB KLING

“During the cold of January in 2020, as I planned out my 
vegetable and flower gardens for the spring, I scanned 
through my photos of my flower gardens from the previous 
year and decided to do a painting of the lilies in my garden. 
I ended up painting three that month and I thought, ‘This 
may be a new direction for a painting series.’

“When the pandemic hit, we were on an island beach in 
Mexico. We kept hearing about the shortages of toilet paper 
and food items back in the states and all of us on the island 
were kind of shocked, since we had plenty of everything, 
including the sun, ice cold Corona and no Corona Virus. 
It was a different story when we arrived back in the states 
on March 17, and we were shocked to see the Minneapolis 
airport was practically deserted. We spent the next 14 days 
quarantined at home because of our out-of-country travel. It 
was too cold and too early to begin any work in the garden 
and with the pandemic, no models were available, so I 
returned to painting some of the flowers from the photos of 
the previous year’s garden.

“In late April I had the vegetable garden planted and the flower 
beds were perfect as the flowers awakened after their winter 
nap. I took hundreds of photos of the flowers and vegetables 
for possible paintings and continued to paint from the gardens 
throughout the summer and had an ample supply of photos for 
the winter. When winter came, I also took photos at the Des 
Moines Botanical Gardens and photos of the vegetables in the 
produce department at our local Hy-Vee Grocery.

“Throughout this series I have tried to capture the natural 
beauty of the subject; the patterns created by nature; the 
vividness of their color; and I’ve enjoyed the freedom to play 
with how the paint is applied.

“Almost a year from the date I first began this series I have 
completed 23 paintings (22 of which are here) and the 
series continues. I’m not sure when or where it will end, but 
it’s been a very productive journey and I hope you enjoy 
seeing the results!”

Plymouth Gallery: Bob Kling
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ADVENT EVENTS CALENDAR
WEEK 1 
2 Southwestern Community College 
 Chamber Singers Concert 
 5:30 p.m., Sanctuary, Free

4 Advent Retreat 
 9 a.m. – noon, Greenwood and 
 Burling Rooms, Inspiration Lounge 
 Registration closed Nov. 29.

4 Des Moines Early Music Ensemble – 
 “Noel,” a choral concert of Medieval 
 and Renaissance Christmas Music 
 3 p.m., Sanctuary, James 
 Kennedy, Director

WEEK 2 
4 Second Saturday of Advent, Saturday 
 Night Worship 
 5:30 p.m., Waveland Hall

5 Second Sunday of Advent, Worship 
 9 & 11 a.m., Sanctuary 
 Communion Sunday

5 JH/HS Faith Formation – Advent 
 Session #2 
 10-10:50 a.m., Youth Room, Grades 7-12

5 Jazz & Jingles Holiday Concert 
 2 p.m., Sanctuary 
 Tickets available at the door or 
 desmoinesmetroopera.org. 
 Adults $25 and students free.

5 Online Advent Book Study 
 4 p.m., Online

5 Chancel Choir Carol Sing 
 6:30–7 p.m., Sanctuary 
 An evening of caroling, with special 
 guests the Thornwood Clarinet Quartet. 
 We’ll take your carol requests – join us!

WEEK 3 
11 Third Saturday of Advent, Saturday 
 Night Worship 
 5:30 p.m., Waveland Hall

12  Third Sunday of Advent, Worship 
 9 & 11 a.m., Sanctuary

12 JH/HS Faith Formation – Advent 
 Session #3 
 10-10:50 a.m., Youth Room, Grades 7-12

12 Online Advent Book Study 
 4 p.m., Online

15 Children’s Choirs Advent Celebration 
 5:15 p.m., Warm-up in Choir Rooms 
 5:30 p.m., Program in the Sanctuary

17 Plymouth Church Goes Caroling 
 5:30 p.m., Hot cocoa and cookies 
 6–7 p.m., Caroling in the community 
 Registration required by December 15. 
 Questions, contact Diane Hayes, 
 dhayes@plymouthchurch.com.

17 Holiday Concert presented by the 
 Des Moines Gay Men’s Chorus 
 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary, tickets $30 
 at the door

WEEK 4 
18 Fourth Saturday of Advent, Lessons & 
 Carols, Saturday Night Band 
 5:30 p.m., Waveland Hall

18 Holiday Concert presented by the Des 
 Moines Gay Men’s Chorus 
 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary, tickets $30 at 
 the door

19 Fourth Sunday of Advent, Lessons & 
 Carols 
 9 a.m., Sanctuary, K-12 Choirs & Ringing 
 Ensembles, seasonal music & carols 
 11 a.m., Sanctuary, Chancel Choir & 
 Plymouth Bells, seasonal music & carols

19 JH/HS Faith Formation – Advent 
 Session #4 
 10-10:50 a.m., Youth Room, Grades 7-12

19 Online Advent Book Study 
 4 p.m., Online

20 Longest Night Worship Service 
 6 p.m., Waveland Hall 
 Join us for candle-lighting, healing 
 prayers, quiet, scripture, communion, 
 and music that acknowledge that God’s 
 presence is for you and that God’s word 
 comes to shine light into your life and 
 our world. See more details on page 4.

21 Thornwood Clarinet Quartet Holiday 
 Concert 
 7 p.m., Sanctuary, Free

22 Matins Holiday Gathering 
 8-10 p.m., Youth Room after Rehearsal

CHRISTMAS EVE 
24 Christmas Eve Worship Services, 
 Candles, carols, and communion.

 • 5 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service 
  Sanctuary, child-friendly service

 • 7 p.m. Casual Candlelight Service, 
  Waveland Hall, Saturday Night Band-style

 • 9 p.m. Candlelight Service, Sanctuary 
  Members of the Plymouth Bells will 
  present an extended Prelude and the 
  Chancel Choir will lead worship, including 
  carols by candlelight, choral anthems, 
  communion, and a sermon by Senior 
  Pastor Jared Wortman.

 • 11 p.m. Candlelight Service, Sanctuary 
  Carl Gravander will provide an extended 
  prelude of seasonal music and the Matins 
  Choir will lead worship, including carols by 
  candlelight, choral anthems, communion, 
  and a sermon by Senior Pastor Jared 
  Wortman.

25 Online Virtual Service 
  Available on Plymouth's Facebook page 
  and YouTube channel to watch at any time.

26 First Sunday after Christmas 
  10 a.m. Sanctuary – ONE SERVICE ONLY!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ANY OF THE ITEMS ON THIS PAGE, VISIT: 
PLYMOUTHCHURCH.COM/NEWS.

mailto:dhayes%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
http://plymouthchurch.com/news
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CURRENT HAPPENINGS

PRAYER LIST
Each Wednesday, we email out a list of prayers 
to a group of members and staff who pray over 
those needs during the week. If you would 
like to receive these emails or have a prayer 
request you'd like to lift up, please email Dan 
Schott: dschott@plymouthchurch.com.

PASTOR REORGANIZATION
Beginning with the return of Pastor Lindsey from Sabbatical on December 1, there will be a shift 
in pastoral assignments:

 • Pastor Lindsey will now be responsible for all aspects of education at Plymouth from birth 
  through adult. She will be working with the Board of Christian Education and the Board of 
  Spiritual Growth as well as continuing to lead Confirmation.

 • Pastor LeAnn will now be responsible for all aspects of care, including both care of members 
  and care for the community. She will be working with the Board of Benevolences and the 
  Board of Christian Social Action as well as continuing to work with the Stephen Ministers.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The Plymouth Church Office will be closed on 
Fridays, December 24 and 31 for Christmas 
Eve and New Years Eve.

GET INVOLVED!
Looking for ways you can get involved at 
Plymouth! We have a brand new page on our 
website just for you. Click here to visit our "Get 
Involved" page. You can also find it under the 
"Who Are We?" tab on our website.

CAREER CLOSET 
DONATIONS
Plymouth's Career Closet is not accepting 
donations at this time. If you are looking for 
a way to donate clothing, you can call 211. 
They can answer your questions on groups or 
organizations you can support during this time. 
Thank you for your support!

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
BIBLE STUDY
Join Pastor Jack Mahoney and Plymouth 
friends each week to review and discuss the 
scripture for the upcoming weekend. There’s 
no homework. All you need to do is link to this 
Zoom gathering from a comfy spot at home 
with your Bible, your questions, and your 
curiosity. For the link to join, visit Plymouth's 
website Calendar.

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY
All are welcome to join in the excitement as 
we explore the scripture text that will inform 
our upcoming weekend worship at Plymouth 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in Greenwood. Bring a 
Bible, a mask, and a sense of adventure. You 
can also join on Zoom. For the link to join, visit 
Plymouth's website Calendar.

CHURCH SCHOOL 
OFFERINGS FOR ALL
Each Sunday, there will be faith formation 
offerings for all ages. We hope to continue to 
expand and change our offerings depending 
on the season. Most classes will be lead by 
clergy or by church lay leaders. All activities 
will be from 10-10:50 a.m. so participants can 
join either the 9 or 11 a.m. Sunday worship 
service. For more information about our 
current offerings, visit: plymouthchurch.com/
news and look for Church School.

CARIBOU CONNECTIONS
The winter months can inspire us to reach for 
something warm to drink. During the month of 
December, Pastor Jack Mahoney invites you 
to join him for fellowship and conversation at 
the Caribou Coffee on Ingersoll every Thursday 
from 2:30 to 5 p.m. Anyone is welcome to stop 
by and say hello!

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
WANTED
If you are good with a camera and attend a 
lot of Plymouth events, the Communications 
department would like to hear from you! We 
have a lot of exciting things happening 
in our church, especially as we head into 
Advent! If this opportunity interests you, 
please contact Cindy Eaton-Eklund (ceaton@
plymouthchurch.com) for more details.

FEAST OF HOLY INNOCENTS SERVICE
The Des Moines Faith Committee for Peace will hold the Feast of the Holy Innocents Service for 
Peace on Tuesday, December 28 at 6:30 p.m. The theme for the service will be “Wailing for Children 
Who Are No More” as we raise prayers to stop violence against innocent children caused by wars 
and conflict. The service will be held at Capitol Hill Lutheran Church at 511 Des Moines Street, Des 
Moines. It will also be live streamed on the Des Moines Faith Committee for Peace Facebook page. 
The offering will go to the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants. Plymouth’s Peace & Justice 
Committee is a co-sponsor of the service.

mailto:dschott%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
http://plymouthchurch.com/news/church-school-for-all-ages
http://plymouthchurch.com/news/church-school-for-all-ages
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For more information about 
Plymouth Church, please 
visit our website at www.
plymouthchurch.com,  
follow us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/plymouthchurch 
and Instagram @PlymouthChurch.

You will find all of our Weekend 
Worship recordings available 
on our YouTube channel: 
PlymouthChurch DSM. We also 
have several Live video offerings 
throughout the week on our 
Facebook page.

To submit information for the 
Contact, email Elsie Brault, 
ewunn@plymouthchurch.com. 
All contact submissions must 
be made by the 15th of the 
month prior.

Scan here to 
visit our website!
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