
coincidence,” they 
say now, for in 
the early 1970s, 
Havana’s Ebenezer 
built a social 
action and retreat 
center adjacent to 
the church. They 
named it the Martin 
Luther King Center, 
in admiration for 
the younger King’s 

work. It has dormitory-like accommodations, 
where many small delegations from other nations 
have stayed, including the delegations from 
Plymouth Church.

Ebenezer Baptist is a relatively small, 
progressively-oriented church of about 250 
members, but it regularly serves several hundred 
people in its neighborhood with food, water and 
developmental programming.

If you are interested in being part of the delegation 
next fall, you should begin now to secure or 
renew your passport. Visas for traveling to Cuba 
will be arranged for the whole group. You should 
contact either of the Cuba Partnership Team’s 
co-chairpersons, Virginia Traxler at 515.669.9491 
or vtraxler68@gmail.com and Irene Hardisty at 
515.491.0136 or ihardisty@yahoo.com.
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The Cuba Partnership Team at Plymouth Church 
is organizing another delegation to travel to 
Cuba, learn about the history and contemporary 
life there, and spend time with the people of our 
sister church, Ebenezer Baptist in the Marianao 
neighborhood of Havana.

The “window” for the trip is October 1-20 and will 
likely be seven to 10 days in duration. Per-person costs 
are estimated between $2,500 to $3,500, including 
airfare, most meals and overnight accommodations. 
The groups usually include 10 to 15 people, and any 
youths must be traveling with a parent.

Much of the time in Cuba will be spent in the 
Havana area, with day trips by school bus around 
and beyond the city, and a possible overnight stay 
in the city of Matanzas to the east.

This will be the fifth group of Plymouth travelers 
to make such a trip to Cuba since 2012. The 
itineraries are planned as religious, educational and 
cultural exchanges, not working mission trips. Part 
of the Fall 2022 trip will be taking part in Ebenezer 
Baptist Church’s 75th anniversary celebration.

That church, in the west central part of Havana, 
was founded in 1947, taking the same name used 
by Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, 
which was the home church of the legendary 
American civil rights leaders, Rev. Martin Luther 
King Sr. and Jr. That proved to be “providential 

Another Trip to Cuba in the Works
Coming in Fall 2022:
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1619 Revisited

Caring
CONDOLENCES TO:

• all those who 
 have lost someone 
 to COVID-19.

• the family & friends of:

 Mary Jones

 Marijo “Jody” Hamilton

 Rev. Dr. Josephine “Jo” 
 Barnes Watson

 Sherwood Adams

 Ruth Kneile

• Bobbi Rietz and 
 family on the death of 
 her daughter, Amee.

• Marty and family of 
 the death of her father.

• Joanne and family 
 on the death of a 
 family friend.

CELEBRATIONS FOR:

• The new members 
 who joined Plymouth 
 church on February 
 12 and 13. See page 6.

THANKSGIVING FOR:

• All who donated 
 clothing or time for 
 Hubbell Elementary 
 and St. Paul AME. 
 See page 4.

• The members of the 
 Stephen Minister class.

Praying the Psalms this Lent
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Starting March 9, join the pastors in the 
Sanctuary each week until April 5 to engage in 
a devotional exploration of the Psalms through:

 • Studying Scripture 
 • Lectio Divina 
 • Visio Divina 
 • Celebrating Communion

Come join us for an evening study and services 
as we seek to deepen our faithful experience of 
the Lenten Season. Questions? Contact Pastor 
Jack (jmahoney@plymouthchurch.com).

Sundays at 10:10 a.m. 
Starting March 13, join Pastors Jared and 
Lindsey in Waveland 3-4 as we read and learn 
Praying the Psalms: Engaging Scripture and 
the Life of the Spirit by Walter Brueggemann. 
Sessions continue each week until April 10. A 
limited number of books are available in the 
church office for $10. Questions? Contact Pastor 
Lindsey (lbraun@plymouthchurch.com).

1619 Revisited concludes 
March 7 with the topic of 
“Undemocratic Democracy” 
and 330 people engaged 
with the series. Participants 
have read the 1619 Project 
essays published in The 
New York Times as well 
as other readings; listened 

to podcasts and musical performances; watched 
videos; learned from speakers about “The Idea 
of America,” “Capitalism and the Wealth Gap,” 
“A Broken Health Care System”, “Criminal 
Legal System and Mass Incarceration,” and 
“Education Malpractice;” and engaged in small-
group discussions. Each session offered advocacy 
ideas and action steps.

Feedback from participants testifies to the 
significance of the speakers and topics, so far:

 • “There is so much history that is unknown to 
  most of us. I am determined to hear the truth.”

 • “Racism is not a small-town value.”

 • “This program is enlightening, challenging 
  and scary.”

If you were unable to register for 1619 
Revisited, you can still access the study guides 
and other materials such as a bibliography, 
music selections, readings, and podcasts here: 
plymouthchurch.com/1619-revisited.

Deepen your knowledge and experience of the 
Psalms this Lent.

mailto:jmahoney@plymouthchurch.com
mailto:lbraun@plymouthchurch.com
https://www.plymouthchurch.com/1619-revisited/
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Family Promise: Opportunity for Helping Homeless Families

FamilyPromise@Plymouth has been “remote” since COVID 
and plans to continue for the upcoming future. The next 
hosting dates are April 10 to 17 and June 26 to July 3. 
Hosting remotely has decreased Plymouth’s responsibilities 
which are evening and Saturday morning meals and 
overnight host(s). The meals may be prepared or purchased 
and delivered. The overnight host is primarily a person just 
to be there in case issues arise and there is a need to reach 
out to the Family Promise organization.

Four times a year, Plymouth Church “hosts” homeless families 
for seven nights. Typically these families recently lost their 
homes. Although some are searching for jobs, many are 

employed. These families, all with children, have expressed 
great gratitude for this help during this personal tragedy.

FamilyPromise@Plymouth is currently in discernment: how 
and level of interest in providing service to this initiative.  
More specifically, a lead coordinator with a passion for 
helping homeless families is needed. This could be a shared 
role among two or three persons. Moving forward there 
are opportunities to serve with contact, limited contact 
and even from home (such as, updating and sending out 
the Sign-up Genius). If interested in participating with 
FamilyPromise@Plymouth, please contact Irene Hardisty 
(ihardisty@yahoo.com).

Executive Conference Minister

The Rev. Brigit Stevens, who 
with her family is a member of 
Plymouth, announces that her 
tenure as Executive Conference 
Minister will end on July 31, 2022.

She has written: “Our time 
in ministry together has 
been the most rewarding and challenging of my career. 
We created something new together, the partnership 
between our conferences that we call the Tri-Conference 
UCC Ministries…As we serve together…in the coming 

BY: REV. GENE BRYANT months and we find ways to gather and say good-bye to 
one another, I am rooted in and proud of our commitment 
to live into God’s extravagant welcome and advocate for 
justice, so that all know love, safety, belonging, and dignity. 
It has been an honor to serve as your Executive Conference 
Minister. I love you. I am praying for you. And I know that 
God is here among and within us in this time of transition 
and change.”

TCM, of course, is comprised of the Iowa, Nebraska, and 
South Dakota Conferences of the UCC, with offices in Des 
Moines and Sioux Falls. Please hold Brigit and her family in 
prayer, along with the other leadership of TCM.

The Plymouth Garage Sale is happening this year! The sale dates are 

Friday, April 29 and Saturday, April 30. Item drop off will take place 

beginning at 1 p.m. on Sunday, April 24 through Wednesday, April 27. 

Stay tuned for more information in the April Contact!

PLYMOUTH GARAGE SALE!
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On January 31, Plymouth was called to provide winter gear and 
warm clothing for students at Hubbell Elementary. In one week, 
a total of 142 jackets, 140 sweatshirts, 83 sweatpants, 15 pairs 
of boots, and countless hats, gloves, and scarves were collected 
and delivered to the school. The very next week on February 
7, Plymouth was called again to help our neighbors through St. 
Paul AME Church. In just one week, Plymouth provided several 
over-flowing baskets full of socks! Please enjoy these photos from 
the February 6 and 13 worship services and the delivery of items 
to Hubbell. Thank you everyone who contributed items or their 
time to helping our neighbors in February!

Hubbell Elementary & St. Paul AME Church
Plymouth Cares for Our Neighbors at
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Every year the Deacons 
sponsor a Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper to celebrate 
the start of the Lenten Season. 
We are happy to announce a 
return to in-person dining with 
the renowned Chris Cakes.

All proceeds from the supper 
benefit our Plymouth Good 
Samaritan Fund. This fund 
allows our ministers to 
directly help people who find 

themselves temporarily stuck in a place of immediate need. 
This year when so many have unprecedented challenges, 
The Good Samaritan Fund is more important that ever. The 
Deacons ask that you consider attending the Pancake Supper 
or making a donation to the Good Samaritan Fund or both!

Your $8 ticket affords you all the pancakes you can eat. 
The Deacons will be there to ensure you have plentiful 
accompaniments and beverages. As in the past, you may 
purchase tickets from any Deacon or at the door. If you prefer 

7-10 a.m.| Ashes to Go in the Circle Drive (42nd St.)

 • Drive up into the Circle Drive and Plymouth pastors will 
  offer Ashes to Go. 
 • Ashes and a blessing will be provided as you remain in 
  the comfort of your car.

6:15 p.m. | Young Family Service in Waveland Hall

 • Following Children’s Choir rehearsals, join Pastors Jared 
  and Lindsey in Waveland Hall for pizza (beginning at 
  6 p.m.) and a family-focused service.

to make a reservation, please email PlymouthPancakes@
gmail.com and we will have your tickets waiting for you 
at the door. Donations may be made online at www.
plymouthchurch.com/give. Please remember to enter Good 
Samaritan Fund in the space provided for a donation note. 

Please join us 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 1 
in Waveland Hall. You will enjoy a delicious pancake 
indulgence and help fund a very worthy cause. 

Pancakes Available for Take Out! 
Each $8 order will include 4 pancakes, 2 sausage links, and 
blueberries. Individual containers of margarine, syrup, and 
applesauce will be included.

Between 4:30 to 6 p.m. on March 1, come to the 42nd Street 
Circle Drive and let us know if you placed a pre-order.

Pre-ordering is nice, but not necessary. Pre-orders can be 
placed by emailing plymouthpancakes@gmail.com or by text 
or call to Ann Hoeppner at 515.444.6438. Please pay by 
check or cash when you pick up your order.

This delicious tradition supports our Good Samaritan Fund, 
an important part of Plymouth's community outreach.

7 p.m. | Sanctuary Service

 • Join us for a service full of prayer, meditation, music, and 
  the imposition of the ashes as we prepare for a Holy Lent. 
 • This service will be live-streamed for those who desire to 
  participate virtually.

8:30 p.m. | Youth Service in the Youth Room

 • Following Matins Choir rehearsal, Youth are invited to 
  join Susan Waller & Jack Mahoney for a service in the 
  Youth Room.

Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday this year is on March 2 to begin this season of lent. We invite you to join us for a time of blessing, prayer, 
and imposition of Ashes. Four opportunities to mark the beginning of Lent:

http://plymouthchurch.com/give
mailto:plymouthpancakes@gmail.com
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Becky Cady

David Naert

Virgil & Karla Gulley

Sarah Parrott

David Isch

Brenda Schumann Linda Shelley

Paul Johnson Sal MeyersDave Kurns Fernando Lara

Welcome New Members!
Received February 12 & 13, 2022

Get to know Plymouth's 
newest members on our 
website: plymouthchurch.
com/news/welcome-
new-members.

WELCOME!

The winter months can inspire us to reach for something warm to drink. Pastor 

Jack Mahoney invites you to join him for fellowship and conversation at a 

coffee shop. Jack will be at the Caribou Coffee on Ingersoll each Monday in 

March from 3-5 p.m. He will also be at Scenic Route Bakery each Saturday in 

March from 8-10 a.m. Anyone is welcome to stop by and say hello!

COFFEE SHOP CONNECTIONS

http://plymouthchurch.com/news/welcome-new-members
http://plymouthchurch.com/news/welcome-new-members
http://plymouthchurch.com/news/welcome-new-members
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This report should include the impact of the awarded gift and 
quantify persons served. 

As a Just Peace Church, the Board of Benevolences seeks grant 
applications from non-profit organizations with projects that 
identify a need that will facilitate social justice for clients or an 
obstacle that restricts clients from obtaining economic stability.

Questions may be directed to Irene 
Hardisty (ihardisty@yahoo.com). Gift 
applications for Plymouth’s Easter Special 
Offering are due March 15, 2022 and can 
be entered online by scanning the QR 
code to the right with your phone.

Easter Special Offering
Announcing Applications for the

Plymouth Church is grateful for all that we have received 
from God. We want to grow in faith by giving monetary gifts 
from Plymouth Church and into the hands of organizations 
or initiatives serving people including children most in need 
and that works toward social and/or economic justice.

In this spirit Plymouth Church Board of Benevolences is now 
accepting applications from Metro Des Moines area nonprofit 
agencies. These are modest gifts, where the amount gifted 
depends on the total Easter collection and typically ranges 
from $1,000 to $5,500. This one-time gift requires a report 
back to Plymouth’s Board of Benevolences upon utilization 
of the funds, but no later than six months following receipt. 

Christmas Special Offering
Thank you Plymouth Church for your Generosity!

Through the Christmas Special Offering collection, Plymouth 
Church people generously donated $40,085 – this is record 
giving! Additionally, all the external initiatives benefit “at-risk” 
children and qualified for Marlon Laverman Benevolence Fund 
matching funds. The organizations receiving these gifts have 
expressed great gratitude to Plymouth Church and that these 
funds will help them extend services to more “at-risk” children. 
Each external recipient received $18,385 ($9,192 + $9,192 
match). The gift recipients are:

Des Moines Refugee Support provides activities for 
refugee school children, to help them engage in a “normal” 
American life. This organization is volunteer run, primarily 
by teachers. Activities include back to school event, 
participation in activities such as soccer, dance, holiday 
parties, and an Adventure Land and State Fair days. Funds 
go toward transportation costs and products such as school 
supplies, hygiene products, clothes and outdoor wear.

Young Women's Resource Center will use these funds for its 
Empowerment Program that serves girls grade 5 to 12.  This 
initiative works to overcome childhood trauma, focusing on 
coping and resiliency skills, self advocacy and developing 
healthy friendships.

EMBARC for the benefit of Johnston Parents for Equity and 
Anti-Racism (J-PEAR), an initiative for equity and anti-racism 
of students in the Johnston schools and surrounding communities. 
This group leverages parent-power with training to help facilitate 
equity audits and equity building contracts with their respective 
schools. Funds will go toward continuing this work and expanding 
similar parent-power in other communities.

Children and Families of Iowa works to restoring hope, building 
futures and changing lives for the most vulnerable children and 
families. These funds will go toward the Des Moines Domestic 
Violence Center; and, specifically toward transportation 
relevant costs, such as driver salaries, insurance, gasoline, van 
maintenance, as well as taxi fares and bus tokens. Transportation 
is an essential component for employment, healthcare and 
obtaining basic necessities.

Plymouth’s Good Samaritan Fund provides for urgent, usually 
emergency funds for community members, covering costs such as 
rent assistance, utility bills, medical and medicine, and bus/travel 
expense. The Good Samaritan Funds receives 10% ($4,085) of 
each Plymouth Church’s Special Offering collection. 

Thank you for your generosity in helping “at-risk” children 
and “in-need” metro Des Moines area neighbors.

mailto:ihardisty@yahoo.com
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The Grinnell Singers

compassionate piece by the contemporary British artist Laura 
Mvula. The music ranges widely, from majestic works like 
the ninth movement of Rachmaninov’s All-Night Vigil (a 
movement so symphonic in conception that Rachmaninov 
later arranged it for orchestra), to an affectionate, intimate 
double choir work by Heinrich Schütz’s teacher, Giovanni 
Gabrieli, a gentle psalm setting by the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
composer Caroline Shaw, a jazz inflected work by the 
California-based composer/arranger Alexander Loyd Blake, 
and a song that grew out of the Arab Spring protests, which 
will be sung in Arabic. In the final section of the concert, 
subtitled “Gathering Strength and Resolve through Song,” 
the choir will offer Joel Thompson’s stirring setting of 
Langston Hughes's poem, “Hold Fast to Dreams.”

The Grinnell Singers, a 50-member ensemble from Grinnell 
College, will present a concert titled "And the Stars Will 
Shine" on Thursday, March 24, at 5:30 p.m. Entry to this 
performance is free. No tickets or registration required.

The choir is pleased to be performing on tour for the first 
time since the onset of the pandemic, and they are grateful 
to be returning to the welcoming community of Plymouth 
Church. The concert is free and open to the public. The choir 
will be performing with masks, and masks are required to be 
worn by audience members.

The concert celebrates the joy of singing, beginning with 
two pieces that span four centuries: “Singet dem Herrn,” 
[Sing to the Lord], a jubilant psalm setting for double choir 
by Heinrich Schütz, and “Sing to the Moon,” a consoling, 

Join the Matins in the Plymouth Sanctuary on Sunday, 

March 6 at 6 p.m. for this year's Matins Variety Show! 

Tickets will be sold at the door for $5 per person and 

$20 family max. All proceeds will go to a local charity 

or organization of the Matins's choosing. The Matins 

will announce their choice the night of the show.

MATINS VARIETY SHOW 2022



CONTACT   March 2022   9

Cam & James: Live
On Sunday, March 27, 2:30 p.m., Arts@Plymouth presents 
Cam & James: Live, an internet music phenomenon! Entry to 
this performance is free. No tickets or registration required.

Cameron Cody and James Kelly will bring their weekly Facebook 
live show to Plymouth Church. Reaching over a million people 
each month, Cam and James are a southern gospel duo from 
Chapelwood UMC in Houston, Texas, where they direct the 
music ministries. The concert will feature Plymouth Church’s 
two Steinway B pianos, the 1887 Steinway B (restored in 2006) 
and the recently restored 1984 Steinway B.

The duo brings organ, piano, and vocals to each concert with 
their dedication of keeping gospel music alive. They travel 
throughout the United States sharing their music in concerts 
and can also be found on all major platforms for music. Find 
Cameron @CameronCodyMusic and James @JamesKelly on 
Facebook! For more information, visit cameroncodymusic.com.

From Christopher Goodson, Director of Music & Fine Arts: 
“Cameron and I worked together at Wesley United Methodist 
Church at Frederica, on St. Simons Island, in Georgia. Cameron 

You’re invited concert by opera legend Joyce Castle and the 
Des Moines Metro Opera's own Maestro David Neely on 
March 27 at 5 p.m. This performance will feature arias, art 
songs, musical theater, and personal anecdotes that is sure to 
delight audiences of all ages. Don’t miss your chance to catch 
these two award-winning artists in an intimate setting!

All guests are required to provide record of a negative 
COVID test taken within 72 hours of the event or a 
COVID vaccination in order to attend. Please bring this 
record to the door of the event. All guests will also be 
required to wear masks for the performance.

Tickets are $25 for adults and free 
for students. To order tickets, visit: 
desmoinesmetroopera.org/events/
event-245 or scan the QR code to the 
right. You can also order tickets by 
calling 515.961.6221.

Joyce Castle & David Neely

later moved to Houston, Texas, to become Organist and Artist 
in Residence at Chapelwood United Methodist Church. He 
later became Director of Music and Organist. Cameron has a 
charismatic and vivacious personality which comes through 
unabashedly in his playing. Make plans to join us for the 
concert, you’ll be glad you did!”

https://www.cameroncodymusic.com/
https://desmoinesmetroopera.org/events/event-245
https://desmoinesmetroopera.org/events/event-245
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Foundation Grant Funds 2022
The Plymouth Church 
Foundation Board of Directors, 
approved available grant funding 
pools for 2022 during its meeting 
on February 23. As a result, 
Plymouth Church boards and 
committees are welcome to apply 
for a competitive grant from the 
Plymouth Church Foundation. 
The 2022 competitive grant 
program consists of two 
funding cycles. The first 
round commences with grant 
applications received on or before 
April 1. The second round of 

grant applications are due no later than October 1. The total 
funding pool available is $100,000 for 2022.

Competitive grants provide funding opportunities for 
Plymouth boards and committees seeking support for 
programs and projects not currently in the church’s normal 
operating budget. The available funding is limited, and 

making an application is not a guarantee of funding. The 
Plymouth Foundation board of directors reviews all grant 
requests and determines which grants may receive funding.

Another grant pool for strategic grants was approved for a 
total of up to $965,507 in 2022. These grant requests must be 
pre-approved by the Senior Pastor and the church’s Executive 
Committee. Items typically eligible for potential funding 
from this pool include capital improvements such as the new 
chiller and boiler.

In addition, the Foundation board approved the first of its 
kind sustainability grant request. This funding will be used to 
off-set expected gaps in the church’s 2022 general operating 
budget. The approved grant request, up to $450,000, required 
the support of the Senior Pastor and 75% approval from both 
the Church Council and the Foundation’s board of directors. 

More information about the grant program, 
including the competitive grant application 
may be found here: plymouthchurch.com/
resources/foundation/seeking-a-grant or by 
scanning the QR code to the right.

Call to Creation Care
Join the Creation Care & Justice Coalition for the “Over 
the Horizon: An Explorer’s Journey into the Climate Crisis” 
presentation on Sunday, May 1 at 1:30 p.m. in Waveland Hall.

David Thoreson, professional photographer, sailor, and 
explorer, shares his eyewitness accounts of the effects of 
climate change this spring at Plymouth. Thoreson has sailed 
70,000 miles across the world’s oceans and polar regions 
documenting with his photographs the profound changes 
global warming has wrought—calving glaciers, displaced 
and endangered wildlife, and struggling communities. 

An exhibit of Thoreson’s photographs will be open for 
public viewing March 5 to April 30 at Plymouth Gallery 
(on the Ingersoll Avenue side of the church).

Please join us on Sunday, May 1, for David Thoreson’s 
presentation, “Over the Horizon: An Explorer’s Journey into 
the Climate Crisis,” at 1:30 p.m. in Plymouth’s Waveland Hall. 

Thoreson will also lead a special 
discussion targeted toward 
middle school and high school 
youth on May 1, 10 a.m., at 
Plymouth Church.

Exploring the Artic led 
Thoreson to the issue of climate 
change, he says, and he now 
“hopes to inspire others to 
explore their own connections 
to nature, especially water 
quality issues.”

These events are sponsored by the Plymouth Creation 
Care & Justice Coalition, the Interfaith Green Coalition, 
the Iowa Interfaith Power & Light, and the Sierra Club of 
Central Iowa.  For more information contact Amy Elbert 
at elbert.amylou@gmail.com. Please wear a mask when 
participating in events inside Plymouth Church.

http://plymouthchurch.com/resources/foundation/seeking-a-grant
http://plymouthchurch.com/resources/foundation/seeking-a-grant
mailto:elbert.amylou@gmail.com
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CURRENT HAPPENINGS
PRAYER LIST
Each Wednesday, we email out a list of prayers 
to a group of members and staff who pray over 
those needs during the week. If you would 
like to receive these emails or have a prayer 
request you'd like to lift up, please email Dan 
Schott: dschott@plymouthchurch.com.

GET INVOLVED!
Looking for ways you can get involved at 
Plymouth! We have a brand new page on our 
website just for you. Click here to visit our "Get 
Involved" page. You can also find it under the 
"Who Are We?" tab on our website.

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY
Join the pastors and explore the scripture 
text that will inform our upcoming weekend 
worship at 9:30 a.m. in Greenwood. You can 
also join on Zoom. For the link to join, visit 
Plymouth's website Calendar.

CHURCH OFFICE 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Do you have free time during the week and 
are looking for something safe you can do? 
Plymouth is looking for volunteers to assist our 
church staff in covering phone shifts during 
the week. If you would like to learn more or 
are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Betty Fosburgh: bettydickfosburgh@gmail.com.

YOUNG ADULT GATHERING
Calling all young adults at Plymouth! Join Pastor 
Rushing at Exile Brewing Company for food, 
beer, and conversation on Thursday, March 31 
at 7 p.m. Hope to see you there!

DIGITAL LIBRARY
Inside of Plymouth’s Center for Spiritual Growth 
is our Library and some cozy chairs. The Board 
of Spiritual Growth prepared a competitive 
grant to create a digital library offering of 
digital books, materials, and documentaries 
using OverDrive. For more information visit: 
plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-digital-library.

STAY IN TOUCH!
Did you know Plymouth is on Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram? Want to find out what else is 
going on at Plymouth? Visit plymouthchurch.com/news to see what else is going on at Plymouth! 
We also have regular weekly email offerings. If you would like to receive these emails, visit: 
eepurl.com/dhGrYv, fill out the form with your first and last name and your email address.

FAITHFUL READERS
This is an invitation for you to join the Faithful 
Readers on Zoom to discuss the following books:

 • Mar. 24: The Keeper of Happy Endings by 
  Margaret Davis

 • April 28: The Sentence by Louise Erdrich

 • May 26: The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

To get a Zoom invite contact Linda Dorsey at 
dorseyli2307@gmail.com.

KIDS CHURCH SCHOOL
Church School activities for age 3 to grade 
6 will remain on Zoom until Spring Break. 
Programming will return in person on March 
27. If you have any questions, contact Georgia 
Sheriff: gsheriff@plymouthchurch.com.

PLYMOUTH WOMEN 
SCHOLARSHIPS
The Board of Plymouth Women Scholarship 

Committee will award scholarships in the spring 

of 2022 to college students who are preparing 

for a career in service. The estates of Susan B. 

Turner, Opal Jordan, and Mary and Frederick Royal 

fund these scholarships, as well as the proceeds 

from the Plymouth Women nut sales. To download 

a PDF of the application, visit: plymouthchurch.

com/new/2022-scholarship. Please fill out 

the application and submit it to Lisa Merkle at 

jonandlisa@mail.com by Thursday, March 31.
LENTEN RETREAT
Join us Friday, March 4, 6–8 p.m. and continuing 
on Saturday, March 5, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. as 
we begin the Lenten season by reflecting on 
three areas of everyday life (sleep, movement, 
and nourishment) that can be received as 
opportunities for restorative and compassionate 
self-care and renewing God’s love and life 
within. It is a way of living as the Beloved and 
tenderly receiving the renewal 
needed in order to continue 
serving others and the world. 
Registration ends March 2. 
Scan this QR code to register.

VOLUNTEER TO HELP 
THE REFUGEE FAMILY
Are you looking for a fun and rewarding way 
to put radical love into practice? The refugee 
family project is looking for volunteers to 
serve as drivers, periodically. This would 
involve picking up family member(s) from their 
apartment in West Des Moines and driving 
them to/from a scheduled appointment. If 
you are interested, contact Esther Burgett 
(esburgett7@gmail.com).

mailto:dschott%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:bettydickfosburgh%40gmail.com?subject=
http://plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-digital-library
mailto:gsheriff@plymouthchurch.com
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For more information about 
Plymouth Church, please 
visit our website at www.
plymouthchurch.com,  
follow us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/plymouthchurch 
and Instagram @PlymouthChurch.

You will find all of our Weekend 
Worship recordings available 
on our YouTube channel: 
PlymouthChurch DSM. We also 
have several Live video offerings 
throughout the week on our 
Facebook page.

To submit information for the 
Contact, email Elsie Brault, 
ewunn@plymouthchurch.com. 
All contact submissions must 
be made by the 15th of the 
month prior.

Scan here to 
visit our website!
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