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PA L M  S U N D AY  W O R S H I P
Join us for Palm Sunday worship services on Sunday, 
April 10. At 9 a.m., all of Plymouth’s Singing Choirs will 
combine for a special Singing Church Sunday service. 
The 11 a.m. Service will feature the combined Matins and 
Chancel Choirs. All of our weekend worship services will 
feature the Palm-Passion narrative and singing together as 
we prepare to enter Holy Week. Sunday services will be 
available live on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.

PA L M  S U N D AY  P R O C E S S I O N
Between services at 10 a.m. on Palm Sunday, Plymouth 
members and friends are invited to gather at the church 
and for a procession of the palms around the block of 
the church. See more information on page 2 about the  
annual Palm Sunday Procession and Service for Peace.

S TAT I O N S  O F  T H E  C R O S S
In 2021, Arts@Plymouth assembled a collection of 15 
giclée images of Christ’s last three days as told in the 
Gospels, known as the “Stations of the Cross.”

In ancient times, Christians used to make 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem for Holy Week. They 
hoped to walk literally along the path that Jesus 
took and enter into the drama of the journey to 
the cross in preparation for Easter.

The traditional “Stations of the Cross” emerged 
during the time of the crusades when it was no 
longer safe to visit the holy sites. In the 1500s, 
villages in Europe began to create replicas of the 
way of the cross, commemorating through art the 
places along the route in Jerusalem.

During Holy Week, there are a few opportunities to 
experience the Stations of the Cross, which will be 
available for viewing in the Waveland Hallway.

Self-Guided: Stop by anytime during Holy Week to 
walk the stations, read the scriptures, and meditate.

Guided: Attend a guided meditation on the Stations 
of the Cross led by one of Plymouth’s pastors on 
Saturday, April 16 at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., or 1 p.m.

(continued on page 2)
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The annual Palm Sunday Procession for Peace will be held April 10. 

Plymouth people and others will gather between 2:45-3 p.m. at the Des 

Moines Intentional Eucharistic Community, 3306 University (park in the 

North parking lot). Participants will walk to Grace United Methodist Church, 

3700 Cottage Grove. A donkey will lead the procession in remembrance 

of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem. Participants are invited to carry signs 

with a commitment to oppose war and work for justice and peace at home 

and abroad. The speaker at the 3:30 p.m. Service for Peace will be Bishop 

Elizabeth Lockwood Hawley Monnot of the Episcopal Diocese of Iowa, with 

the theme “Who Are My Adversaries?” This service will be live streamed. 

Plymouth’s Peace & Justice Committee is a co-sponsor of this event.

PALM PROCESSION & SERVICE FOR PEACE

Caring
CONDOLENCES TO:

• the people of Ukraine 
 who have lost loved 
 ones in the war.

• the family & friends of: 
 − Elizabeth Burmeister 
 − Kathleen Luthens 
 − Mary B. Jones

• Noah Beacom and 
 family on the death 
 of their grandfather, 
 James R. Golden.

• Steve H. and family 
 on the death of their 
 mother, Leona.

• Jade Fox and family 
 on the death of their 
 grandmother.

• Sarai Rice and family 
 on the death of their 
 father.

CELEBRATIONS FOR:

• Kait & Erick Scanlon 
 and their family on 
 the birth of Rosalie.

• Sarah & Dusty Baker 
 on their marriage.

• Anthony & Amber 
 Leon and their 
 family on the birth 
 of Winona.

PRAYER LIST:

If you would like to 
receive our prayer list 
each Wednesday or 
if you have a request, 
please email Dan 
Schott: dschott@
plymouthchurch.com.

Virtual Presentation: Take an hour for contemplation 
and reflection by watching our virtual presentation 
of the Stations of the Cross with music and scripture 
on YouTube here: youtu.be/SBieGO_GOxc.

The Stations of the Cross are available for view year-
round on the third floor adjacent to the Rehearsal 
Hall Suite, near the Circle Drive entrance.

W A L K  T H E  L A B Y R I N T H
During Holy Week, come walk the Labyrinth alone 
or with your small group in the comfort of Waveland 
Hall. Labyrinth will be open on Thursday, April 14 
from 4-7 p.m., on Friday, April 15 from 12-7 p.m. 
and on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. There is time 
for you to walk while meditating or praying, to sit 
quietly listening to soft music or to draw and write 
your thoughts and prayers.

M A U N DY  T H U R S D AY
On Thursday, April 14, join us at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary for the Maundy Thursday service. This 
service will also be available live on our Facebook 
page and YouTube channel.

G O O D  F R I D AY
On Friday, April 15, join us at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary for the Good Friday service. This 
service will also be available live on our Facebook 
page and YouTube channel.

E A S T E R  V I G I L
On Holy Saturday, April 16 from 7:30-9 p.m. there 
will be a celebration of Easter Vigil. Plymouth 
members and friends are invited to gather on the 
upper level parking deck to hear the stories of our 
faith as we await the coming of Easter. Please note 
there will be handicap accessible parking available 
on the upper level parking deck and parking 
available in the lower level and on the street.

Holy Week Cont.

E A S T E R  S U N D AY
On Easter Sunday, April 17, join us with your 
friends and family in the celebration of the 
risen Christ and life restored at our Easter Sunday 
worship services at 9 and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
The Flower Cross will be back again this year, so 
bring some flowers to add to our cross! Both of the 
Easter services will also be available live on our 
Facebook page and YouTube channel.

mailto:dschott%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
mailto:dschott%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
http://youtu.be/SBieGO_GOxc
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Youth Garage Sale: April 29 & 30

The United Church of Christ (UCC) has a long history of 
working for justice for all people. The UCC stood by the 
abolitionists in the early 1800s. In the 1960s the UCC stood 
with the Civil Rights movement. Since the 1970s the UCC 
has been advocating for LGBTQ rights. In the 1980s the 
UCC began focusing on the dumping of wastes in poor and 
colored communities, and, in 2003 adopted becoming an 
“anti-racist” Church. In 2005 the UCC was the first Church 
in America to endorse marriage equality. In 2015 the UCC 
Council of Climate Justice was formed. This is just a “short” 
list of the UCC’s work toward “justice for all.” 

Since founding in 1857 Plymouth Church has been doing 
justice work, first as an abolitionist Church. Plymouth 
Church has been a leader for peace and social, economic 

and racial justice. Since the 1930’s, our church leaders have 
been spearheading interfaith and racial justice work in the 
Des Moines area; and, Plymouth groups have held studies 
and forums on current issues. Without justice for all, there 
can be no peace. 

Plymouth’s Justice and Peace Action Network (P-JPAN) 
invites you to join our committee or sign-up for action 
alerts. The signing up for action alerts is similar to the 
UCC’s JPAN but is comprised of Plymouth people who 
would like to receive action alerts and information about 
current issues or needs of community members. You may 
choose the action alert(s) you wish to receive by topic.  

P-JAN information or to sign-up is located on Plymouth 
Church’s website at plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-
justice-and-peace-network-p-jpan.

Donate: We need volume and quality. Encourage friends, 
neighbors and family to make tax-deductible donations 
and help a great cause. The Plymouth Youth Garage Sale 
will accept gently used household items, intact furniture and 
clean clothing beginning Sunday, April 24 thru Wednesday, 
April 27. Sunday 1-5 p.m., Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m., and Wednesday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Enter through the 
lower level of the parking garage and drop off your items 
at the church gym. Pick up will be available for large items 
April 23 and 24 by appointment. Please contact Jim Green at 
312.480.9270 or jgreen7@yahoo.com by noon on April 24 to 
schedule a pickup time. You can visit plymouthchurch.com/
news for a list of items that will not be accepted.

Volunteer: Yes, Matins and their parents work the sale to 
earn points, but all church members are encouraged to sign 
up. Not only are you helping these terrific youth spread their 
ministry of song, you get to shop the Garage Sale Pre-Sale! 
Sign up to work at least eight hours and you will be eligible 
to shop on Thursday, April 28 from 5-7 p.m. Sign up at: 
signupgenius.com/go/5080944afad2aa6fb6-plymouth2.

Box Truck: If you or your business has access to a box truck for 
the weekend prior to the Plymouth Garage Sale, please contact 
Jim Green at 312.480.9270 or jgreen7@yahoo.com.

Recruit Shoppers: Help us spread the word! Invite all your 
bargain-hunting friends and family. The Plymouth gym, garage 
and Waveland Hall will be wall-to-wall with something for 
everyone. The sale is Friday, April 29 from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Saturday, April 30 from 8 a.m to 12 p.m. OR, for a $25 tax-
deductible donation, shop during the Garage Sale Pre-Sale on 
Thursday night from 5-7 p.m! Bring your cash and shop to help 
support the Matins Annual Choir Trip!

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year and we count on 
it to keep the Matins Tour affordable for all who want to 
participate. So, how can you help?

BY: IRENE HARDISTY

Join P-JPAN or Sign Up for Action Alerts

https://www.plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-justice-and-peace-network-p-jpan/.
https://www.plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-justice-and-peace-network-p-jpan/.
mailto:jgreen7%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.plymouthchurch.com/news
http://www.plymouthchurch.com/news
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080944afad2aa6fb6-plymouth2
mailto:jgreen7%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Russia’s brutal war raging against Ukraine swept several 
Plymouth members back in time to the early 1990s and a 
life-changing connection to a Kyiv choir.

The Shchedryk Children’s Choir first journeyed to Des Moines 
in 1991 to both amaze audiences with its then-little-known 
talents and steal the hearts of the Plymouth community.

“They sounded like angels, and we all fell 
in love with them,” recalled Barb Adams, 
whose family hosted two teenage girls. Jo 
Oldson, who also hosted two girls, vividly 
remembered hearing the first choral notes, 
“and oh my God, they were just glorious.” 

When Russia invaded Ukraine in late 
February, the plight of the Shchedryk 
Choir came flooding to mind for these 
hosts, even though 30 years had passed.  

“The first thing in my head was, ‘I wonder how those girls 
are,’ ” Oldson said.  She realizes the “girls” are now women, 
likely with families of their own and perhaps husbands and 
sons fighting for Ukraine. “I’ve thought of them, if not daily, 
darn close to it,” she added.

The seeds of this bond between Plymouth and the Shchedryk 
Choir were sown during a weeklong Des Moines International 
Children’s Choral Festival in 1991. Then-Plymouth Fine 
Arts and Music Director Carol Stewart agreed to arrange host 
homes for the 40 members, ages 8 to 16.

And Plymouth families answered Stewart’s call for help. Oldson, 
involved in the church choirs since 1978, describes it this way, 
with a chuckle: “When Carol Stewart does something, she’s all 
in. And she doesn’t let you off easy, so you just go with it.”

The underfunded, undernourished choir 
had rarely toured in the West and had taken 
a bus from New York City to Des Moines, 
skipping meals along the way to cut costs. 
The attraction? A shot at the Des Moines 
Festival’s $500 top prize. To the surprise of 
no one who heard the choristers, they won.

They also won the love and admiration of 
the Plymouth community. Stewart, who is 
still a church member, remarked at the time 
that the congregation had helped house 
many visiting choirs over the years, but “I 
have never seen such a people-to-people 
connection in all my life.”

Ukraine’s Plight Triggers Old Memories, New Worries
BY: DIANE GRAHAM

The Shchedryk Choir began in 1971 under the leadership 
of Iryna Sablina, who later passed the baton to daughter 
Marianna, still serving today as artistic director. The choir 
was among a handful of elite musical groups sponsored by the 
Soviet government. But when the Cold War ended and the 
Soviet bloc fractured, Ukraine’s new independence allowed a 
wider world to experience the choir’s talent. The 150-member 
group typically chooses just the top 30-40 children to tour, 
performing a rich repertoire that touches classical, modern, 
folk songs and even American show tunes.

On that first Des Moines visit, choir members traveled with a 
translator and some children knew a little English. Oldson’s 
pair did not, but fortunately her neighbors were of Latvian 
heritage, and the husband’s mother who lived with them 
could speak the girls’ dialect. So the neighbor became both 
interpreter and temporary grandma to these girls far from 
home. “That was a precious, precious time,” she recalled.

Ukraine’s economy was in shambles then as it worked to 
stand on its own, facing rampant inflation and food shortages. 
Arts organizations like the Shchedryk Choir were hurting for 
financial support. So when choir members witnessed the relative 

bounty of Iowa, it was almost overwhelming. 
“I’m sure they all thought we were wealthy,” 
Adams said, and Oldson recalled her girls 
being overcome by the abundance in a grocery 
store: “I thought I would have to scoop ’em 
off the floor. They about fell over. And I could 
hardly get them out of the fruit aisle. They 
were ravenous for fruit.”

A Plymouth goodwill offering that year 
raised $2,000 to send the children home 
to Kyiv stocked with clothing basics, 
multi-vitamins and lots of food. Clearly, an 
extraordinary bond had been forged between 
choir and church.

Plymouth’s first year of hosting the Shchedryk Choir came in 1991.

Barb Adams

Jo Oldson

The Shchedryk Choir in Kyiv.

The 1990s Shchedryk Children’s Choir visits

(continued)
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The next summer, Stewart and visual 
artist Carol Van Horn traveled to Kyiv, 
which was no easy achievement in those 
years. Though the visit was filled with 
beautiful experiences and hospitality, the 
pair was taken aback by the empty store 
shelves and food shortages. There had to 
be more they could do, they thought.

Indeed. By late January of 1993, the choir returned to Des 
Moines as part of a 35-day, 17-concert tour through four 
states and Canada. It was the brainchild of Stewart, who 
tapped her expansive network of choir directors and contacts. 
Van Horn essentially served as co-director. Touring in the 
dead of a North American winter might sound off-key, but 
it was intentional. It spared the children from what was 
expected to be a grim Ukrainian winter.

Plymouth members, of course, stepped up again including many 
repeat hosts from 1991. Nancy Wallace even called Stewart to 

insist on hosting. “I remember saying, ‘these 
are my girls,’ ” she said, noting that for years 
to come, one of her girls would regularly 
write letters signed “your daughter.”

“You think about what their lives were like 
and to have the opportunities to do something like this … 
We can’t even conceive of it,” Wallace said, reflecting back.

Adams remembered making a shopping trip with her girls who 
both had “a big list of things they wanted to take home.” And 
for years afterward, they, too, exchanged letters, with Adams 
sometimes strategically taping $20 behind a photo to ensure 
the money would reach them.

That 1993 tour had the choir on the road for 7 to 10 days at 
a time, with Des Moines serving as a home base. The church 
sanctuary also was packed for two Shchedryk concerts, with 
a third added to meet demand. As then-Iowa Boy columnist 
Chuck Offenburger wrote in the Des Moines Register, the 
choir was “not as good as we’ve been told. It is far better.”

In mid-1993, Stewart left her Plymouth post to launch the 
Alliance for Arts and Understanding, dedicated to advancing 
education and global understanding through fine arts, especially 
choirs. Its 1994 AmericaFest tour featured some of the top 
young choirs in the world. Of course, one was the Shchedryk 
Choir. And of course, Plymouth families helped host when the 
tour made a one-night stop at the Civic Center.

In a thank-you letter to Plymouth hosts during one choir 
visit, Stewart wrote, “I have often thought with what trust the 
Ukrainian parents have turned their children loose for such 
a long time to foreigners in a strange land. I have some sense 
that they understood that they were in very good caring hands, 
and that we would all be different people at the end of this 
experience. That we would have an appreciation and respect for 
each other and a love that may last long into the future.”

Stewart was right. The visits did forge a lasting love, and 
while regular connections faded as the children reached 
adulthood, Stewart and Van Horn were told during a 2012 
visit to Kyiv that several members moved beyond Ukraine’s 
borders, introduced to the wider world through touring and 
taking advantage of economic opportunity in the West.

In fact, one boy and girl who made all three Des Moines 
trips later married and, through one of those Plymouth 
connections, moved to Iowa to work and raise their family.

Leonid “Lenny” Roodnitsky, now 43, and Tanya Rets, 44, were 
basically high school sweethearts and met members Fleeta 
and Arthur Neis during the tours. Fleeta continued writing 
to Roodnitsky as he earned his computer engineering degree 
and began work in Kyiv for a multinational company. When 
Fleeta passed away in 1999, Arthur continued the letters and 
invited Roodnitsky to visit his company, which was installing a 
new computer system. It turned out to be a system Roodnitsky 
knew well, and Neis and the company offered him a job.

Clippings from several 1993 Contact issues about the choir.

Carol Stewart & 
Carol Van Horn

Nancy Wallace

L: Leonid & Tanya.  R: Tanya with their three daughters and her parents.

The couple, then in their early 20s with a new baby, decided 
to try it for a few years. The plan was to build up some savings 
and then return to Ukraine. That was 2001. 

But when their second daughter was born here, the couple 
began to think harder about staying in America and gained 
dual citizenship. Today, living in West Des Moines, they 
have three daughters, two at Dartmouth College and one in 
Waukee schools. All three were involved in choral and other 
music programs, following in their parents’ footsteps. In earlier 
years, the family visited Ukraine every few years, but then the 
girls’ activities made schedules tougher to juggle. (continued)
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HOW YOU CAN HELP UKRAINIAN REFUGEES

One way to support Ukrainian refugees is to give to a special fund 

set up by our wider church. Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief 

Fund—a member of the ACT Alliance—will provide shelter, food, 

and other care to war refugees and internally displaced people. 

Donate here: ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal.

Then came COVID, and now the war. They simply don’t know 
what lies ahead for their extended family or their homeland. 

“Ukraine is basically fighting for its right to exist at this point, no 
matter what Russian propaganda says,” remarked Roodnitzsky. 
“For Ukrainians at this point, they are going to survive as an 
independent nation, or they are going to be destroyed.”

Since the war began, Roodnitzsky says he’s lost seven pounds 
from his spare, 155-pound frame: “It’s physically, emotionally 
and psychologically horrible.” Rets’ parents have come to 
live here as well, but the couple still have several relatives in 
the country, some now soldiers and some, like Roodnitzsky’s 
mother, unable to find a safe route out. Toppled cell towers 
have made communication difficult, although a recent 
message from a brother indicated everyone was still well.

Even some members who hosted the choir long ago shared 
their worries with Stewart after services last month. As 
Oldson put it, “I just can’t imagine what they are going 
through every day, every day, just having no idea if bombs 
are going to drop on you today.”

The Shchedryk Children's Choir Cont.
A recent email exchange with the current Shchedryk staff 
received this poignant reply:

“Thank you for the words of support and prayer, which are so 
necessary now for the people of Ukraine. Now we have a very 
difficult and dangerous time, and many children had to leave 
their hometown and their country. We do not yet have the exact 
new addresses of our choristers and their families. Some have lost 
contact. We hope everyone is alive and safe. But we believe that 
we will come together in our Homeland and will sing and do new 
concerts and tours. With gratitude for compassion and prayers.”

Surely, all of Plymouth joins in sending those prayers.

Family Promise Hosting Homeless Families

Plymouth’s next date for hosting families is April 10-16. We 
will be hosting at Faith Lutheran’s gathering house, located 
in Urbandale, just off Hickman Ave. COVID protocols of 
masking and social distancing will continue as we serve up to 
three families who have recently lost their homes.

More volunteers will be needed, than in the last two years, as 
Plymouth Church resumes all the tasks held prior to COVID. 
The following volunteers are needed:

 • Van drivers to transport families without cars to and from 
  the gathering house and Westminster Presbyterian 
  Church. Pick up schedule as follows:

   • Mondays to Fridays: 6:30-7 a.m. and at 5-5:30 p.m.

   • Saturdays: 9:30-10 a.m.

 • Evening meals and Saturday morning breakfast, typically 
  servicing three families. Any food restrictions are shared 
  the week preceding. Foods may be prepared at home or 
  purchased from a local restaurant and delivered and set-up. 
  The evening host will be able to assist with the set-up.

 • A couple evening hosts are need from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
  Again, social distancing is maintained, so contact is 
  limited to discussion or resolution of any needs the family 
  may have, where assistance is needed.

• A couple night hosts (7:30 p.m. to 7 a.m.) are preferred, 
  but one volunteer works too.

Volunteers may participate in small groups or sign-up with 
more experienced volunteers. More information about 
Family Promise may be accessed on Plymouth’s website or 
by contacting Annette Weeber (aweeber@earthlink.net). 
Volunteer by using Sign-up Genius here: signupgenius.com/
go/10c0a4aaea82aa0f85-april.

BY: IRENE HARDISTY

http://ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal
mailto:aweeber%40earthlink.net?subject=
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4aaea82aa0f85-april
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4aaea82aa0f85-april
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The purpose of the Transition into 
Ministry (TiM) Program at Plymouth is 
to provide a mix of support and challenge 
to new pastors in their first calls giving 
them skills and resources to sustain them 
through a long career in ministry.

One of the features of Plymouth’s TiM Program is our ability 
to meet the various needs of each resident pastor. Each 
resident arrives with a different set of goals and experiences 
and we do our best to support and equip them for their unique 
calls as pastors while they are with us.

In the past, we have had residents who wanted to be solo 
pastors at smaller churches as well as residents who have 
wanted to be part of larger church staffs. We have had 
residents who arrived with ordination already complete and 
residents who finished the ordination process during their 
time with us. Each of these pastors has needed different kinds 
of support from Plymouth.

Join David Thoreson, photographer, sailor, and explorer, 
Sunday, May 1, at 1:30 p.m. in Waveland Hall as he shares his 
eyewitness accounts of the effects of climate change in “Over 
the Horizon: An Explorer’s Journey into the Climate Crisis.”

Raised in northern Iowa, David has sailed the world’s oceans 
and polar regions documenting with his photographs the 
profound changes global warming has wrought.

An exhibit of Thoreson’s photographs are in the Plymouth 
Gallery through May 1.

Exploring the Arctic led Thoreson to see the issues of climate 
change and water quality, and he hopes now to inspire others 
to explore their connections to nature and address climate 
issues locally and globally.

David’s visit and exhibit are sponsored by the Plymouth Creation 
Care & Justice Coalition, the Interfaith Green Coalition, the 
Iowa Interfaith Power & Light, and the Sierra Club of Central 
Iowa, with financial support by the Plymouth Foundation.

Pastor Jack’s Summer Plans

Climate Explorer

Jack Mahoney is the first resident we’ve had whose goal is to 
become a military chaplain when his time with us is complete. 
We knew when we called him last summer this would require 
new kinds of support from us.

This summer, two important pieces of Jack’s Naval 
chaplaincy training will take him away from Plymouth 
for two short periods of time. He will be away at Officer 
Development School (ODS) in Newport, Rhode Island, 
from early May through mid-June, retuning just in time 
to join the Matins on the last part of their tour. Then, for 
two weeks in August, he will participate in the Chaplain 
Candidate Orientation Course (CCOC). During these 
two short leaves, Jack will be paid by the Navy and not by 
Plymouth Church.

I know you join me in gratitude for Jack’s ministry with us so 
far as well as our best wishes for these important trainings. 
Jack will be here during part of the summer and, of course, as 
we begin a new program year in the fall. As always feel free to 
reach out to me at kjeske@plymouthchurch.com if you have 
any questions.

BY: KAREN QUANCE JESKE

BY: AMY ELBERT

mailto:kjeske%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
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One hundred fifty-one pounds of rice.

Five handmade quilts.

Three flights of stairs on a hot September move-in day.

Six pairs of snow boots for a first Iowa winter.

Two pairs of shin guards and new soccer cleats.

Learning to write the Arabic word for welcome and crafting 
posters to say hello. “You are welcome here.”

Tutoring and grocery shopping. Awkward conversations through 
Google Translate. Board games at the library. Play dates at the 
park. Filling out paperwork and scheduling doctor visits. Teaching 
English. Planning Zoom meetings and taking minutes. An 
abundant table of Syrian food. French fries and pizza. Collecting 
donations or tracking a budget. Enrolling kids in soccer and 
summer camp. Scheduling volunteers. Writing articles. 

Radical love comes in many shapes and sizes.

Just over one year ago, the wheels began turning: Alicia 
Claypool and Jan Campbell met with the U.S. Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants Des Moines, and shortly thereafter 
Plymouth agreed to welcome a new refugee family. A generous 
grant from the Plymouth Foundation laid the groundwork for 
the project. Volunteers and coordinators came together with a 
promise to support a family we didn’t yet know.

Because radical love isn’t afraid to say yes.

For months we prepared—not knowing who the family was, 
where they were coming from, or when they would arrive. We 
asked the congregation for furniture and household items. We 
asked for volunteers. We collected nonperishable food. When 
the news came that it would be a family of six from Syria, we 
sprang into action.

We furnished a three-bedroom apartment for the family and 
welcomed them to their new home. We asked again—and 
again—for volunteers. When delays in government benefits 
meant the family had no money for groceries, we made an 
emergency appeal for donations to buy food and winter 
clothes. Time and time again, Plymouth delivered.

Because radical love shows up when help is needed.

As we pass the six-month mark since the family’s arrival, the 
Plymouth Welcomes a Refugee Family team wants to say, 
again, “Thank you, Plymouth!” Your outpouring of support 
has made this project possible.

BY: ERIN RIKER

Thanks to your generous donations, we have been able to 
provide the family with:

 • Basic needs last fall for food, toiletries, and clothing

 • A fully furnished space to call home

 • English tutoring for the parents and children

 • Translators for family financial planning

 • Spring soccer for Ali and Nada

 • Summer camp and recreational activities

 • Rent assistance as the family becomes more self-sufficient

Plymouth has walked alongside this family through their 
first months in the U.S., and we’ve heard often from other 
members of the refugee community that few families have the 
benefit of support like this. 

Marwan, Sanaa, Ali, Nada, Rania, and Yousef are one 
family among millions of refugees in need of resettlement. 
At last estimate, in mid-2021, more than 84 million people 
worldwide have been forcibly displaced from their homes. 1 

As Des Moines welcomes over 500 Afghan refugees, we 
remember the words of Luke 12:48, “for those to whom much 
is given, much will be required.”

Families in Poland have opened their homes to strangers 
fleeing the war in Ukraine. Poverty-stricken families and poor 
Catholic churches in Mexico feed and shelter desperate men, 
women, and children fleeing violence and economic hardship 
in Central America.

What would our world look like if every family—every 
church—committed to doing these things? Not as a special 
one-time service project, but as a daily commitment to our 
neighbors near and far, to feed the hungry and care for the 
sick. To advocate for those we will never meet. To offer help 
to people deemed by some as unworthy.

Radical love can lead the way.

1 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, “Mid-Year Trends 2021.” (unhcr.org/statistics/unhcrstats/618ae4694/mid-year-trends-2021.html)

Decorating Valentine cookies. L to R: Ali, Rania, Nada, Yousef. 
Photos by Esther Burgett.

What Does Radical Love Look Like?
A Note of Thanks & Reflection from the Refugee Family Project

http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/unhcrstats/618ae4694/mid-year-trends-2021.html
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On April 30 and May 1, Plymouth will celebrate Immigrant 
Rights Weekend, sponsored by the Welcoming Migrants 
Committee.

The United Church of Christ has designated Immigrant 
Rights Sunday as an opportunity to lift up immigrants: to learn 
about their concerns, honor their contributions to our country 
and communities, hear their pain, pray for their well-being, 
and listen to hear where God is leading us regarding issues of 
immigration.

Congregations are encouraged to include stories about 
immigrants in their worship service and explore avenues to 
advocate for immigrant justice.

Welcoming the stranger among us as native born is part of our 
faith tradition, for we too were once strangers (Exodus 22:21, 
Leviticus 19:33, Deuteronomy 10:17-19). However, too often 
the immigrants among us are rejected, treated as outcasts and 
placed on the margins of society.

Immigrant Rights Weekend—Special Events at Plymouth:

 • Sunday, April 24, 7 p.m. on Zoom | Enrique’s Journey 
  book study begins. See more details on page 10.

 • Saturday, April 30, 4:30 p.m. | Before the Saturday night 
  service, we will gather to welcome the Syrian refugee family 
  with an ice cream social. Join us to say hello!

 • April 30 & May 1 at Saturday night service & Sunday 
  11 a.m. service | Pastor LeAnn will be preaching, with 
  immigration recognition in sermon and music.

 • Sunday, May 1, 10 a.m. | Join us at Fellowship Forum to 
  hear from the Plymouth delegation who traveled to the U.S./ 
  Mexico border in March in partnership with Reverend Dr. 
  Randy Mayer and The Good Shepherd United Church of 
  Christ in Sahuarita, Arizona. (Rev. Dr. Randy Mayer preached 
  at Plymouth for Immigrant Rights Weekend in 2021.)

 • Sunday, May 1 & May 15, 7 p.m. on Zoom | Enrique’s 
  Journey book study.

BY: ERIN RIKER

Central American refugees Jose Ismael and Leonel Antonio Diaz sell flowers in the 
streets of Tapachula, Mexico. Their family, who used to run a tailoring business, 

fled from El Salvador escaping gang violence. © UNHCR/Markel Redondo

Halima Boubacar and her 5 children host Nigerian refugees in Bangui, Niger. 
“The problem is that we host people while we lack resources ourselves.” 

© UNHCR/Sylvain Cherkaoui

Immigrant Rights Weekend

The Easter Spring Blooms Memorial bulletin will be available at the Easter 

worship services on Sunday, April 17. To be listed in the Easter Sunday Flower 

bulletin, orders must be to the church office by Monday, April 11. Plants are $12 

each. Visit plymouthchurch.com/news/easter-spring-blooms-memorial for the 

order form. Pay by cash/check or on our website: plymouthchurch.com/give.

EASTER SPRING BLOOMS MEMORIAL 2022

http://plymouthchurch.com/news/easter-spring-blooms-memorial
http://plymouthchurch.com/give
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AMOS Institutional Leadership Retreat

Radical love is not just a beautiful idea. Practicing radical 
love requires action. And the most powerful way to act is to 
work collectively—one body, many parts. 

 • How can Plymouth build on its strengths to grow and 
  flourish as a congregation?

 • How can we extend our influence and bring radical love 
  out into our community?

 • How can we best work together as a people of faith and 
  as a church community in Central Iowa?

The AMOS Core Team invites you to join us for a leadership 
retreat on April 29 & 30. The target audience are leaders 
in our institutions—both pastors and lay people—whether 
they've been involved in AMOS or not. The purpose is to 
provide teams and individuals with the skills and knowledge 
to organize within their institutions using the tools we teach 
in AMOS, and to provide an opportunity to explore how 
each institution might work more effectively to strengthen 
their own work/mission. In Plymouth, we especially invite 
our pastors and each board’s vice chairs as they look forward 
to leading their boards and committees over the next year. 
Of course, all are welcome! The more Plymouth members 
who attend, the stronger Plymouth will be.

Topics covered will include:

 • assessing how your church or organization is doing right now

 • how to rebuild relationships lost in the COVID era

 • strategies for achieving your organization’s mission and goals

 • the importance of understanding concepts like self-interest 
  and relational power

 • how to use one-on-ones and house meetings to find out 
  what issues people are facing right now

For more information or to sign up, contact Sheena Thomas 
(sheenathomas96@gmail.com), George Dorsey (geo_dor@
outlook.com), or Emily Chafa (emilychafa@msn.com).

April 29 from 5-9 p.m. and April 30 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Join us on Zoom for a three-week 
book study of Enrique’s Journey 
by Sonia Nazario, sponsored by the 
Welcoming Migrants Committee.

Why would a 16-year-old undertake 
a life-threatening 12,000-mile trek 
from Central America?

What do migrants experience 
during these grueling journeys, and 

what can this teach us about the role of faith communities 
in the face of today’s global refugee crisis?

Enrique’s Journey recounts the unforgettable quest of a 
Honduran boy looking for his mother, 11 years after she 

Enrique's Journey: Book Study
is forced to leave her starving family to find work in the 
United States. Braving unimaginable peril, often clinging to 
the sides and tops of freight trains, Enrique travels through 
hostile worlds full of gangs, bandits, and corrupt cops. But 
he pushes forward, relying on his wit, courage, hope, and the 
kindness of strangers.

Based on the Los Angeles Times newspaper series that won two 
Pulitzer Prizes, this astonishing story puts a human face on the 
ongoing debate about immigration reform in the United States.

The book study will be held virtually on Zoom on the 
following Sundays: April 24, May 1, and May 15 at 7 p.m. 
There will be no book study on May 8 due to Mother’s Day. 
To register, contact Mary Nelson (maryandsteve@q.com).

There are 20 copies of the book available to pick up in the 
church office for $15, check or exact cash.

BY: ERIN RIKER

mailto:sheenathomas96%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:geo_dor%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:geo_dor%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:emilychafa%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:maryandsteve%40q.com?subject=
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CURRENT HAPPENINGS

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY
Join the pastors and explore the scripture 
text that will inform our upcoming weekend 
worship at 9:30 a.m. in Greenwood. You can 
also join on Zoom. For the link to join, visit 
Plymouth's website Calendar.

CHURCH OFFICE 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Do you have free time during the week and 
are looking for something safe you can do? 
Plymouth is looking for volunteers to assist our 
church staff in covering phone shifts during 
the week. If you would like to learn more or 
are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Betty Fosburgh: bettydickfosburgh@gmail.com.

FLOWER DELIVERY TEAM
Have you ever wondered what happens to the 
flowers after Sunday services? They are taken 
apart by a team of volunteers, converted to 
smaller bouquets, and delivered to people who 
might appreciate a floral greeting. If you would 
like to be part of this ministry, please email 
Diane Hayes: dhayes@plymouthchurch.com.

COFFEE SHOP 
CONNECTIONS
Pastor Jack Mahoney invites you to join 
him for fellowship and conversation at a 
coffee shop. Jack will be at the Grounds for 
Celebration in Beaverdale on Saturdays April 
9, 16, 23, and 30 from 8-10 a.m.

K-6 CHOIR GRADUATION
Please join us in the Sanctuary, on Wednesday, 
April 6, 5:30 p.m., for a lively celebration of the 
choirs and their accomplishments as worship 
leaders. We will also promote each class to 
their new choir and director. Children need 
to report to their respective rehearsal rooms 
at 5:15 p.m. We invite all Pre-K’s who will be 
entering the Children’s Choir Program or Music 
Makers Class next fall to the graduation service 
so they can see and meet their new director! A 
cookie reception will follow the event.

ORGANIST POSITION UPDATE
With Carl’s retirement announcement in February, planning began to celebrate Carl’s tenure at 
Plymouth Church. August 28, 2022 will be Carl’s final Sunday as our Organist. We will close the day 
with a special organ and choral concert that evening (7:30 p.m.). Watch for more information as we 
invite anyone who has sung with Carl to join the choir for this valedictory concert.

Additionally, a search committee was formed to begin the work or attracting and hiring our next 
Organist/Associate Director of Music. In early April, Plymouth Church will post the position with the 
American Guild of Organists with a priority application deadline in early May. The interview process 
will run through early July if everything remains on schedule.   – Christopher Goodson

FAITHFUL READERS
This is an invitation for you to join the Faithful 
Readers on Zoom at 7 p.m. on the last Thursday 
of the month. See the upcoming books below:

 • April 28: The Sentence by Louise Erdrich

 • May 26: The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

To get a Zoom link, contact Linda Dorsey at 
dorseyli2307@gmail.com.

PLYMOUTH WOMEN 
SCHOLARSHIPS
The Board of Plymouth Women Scholarship 

Committee will award scholarships in the spring 

of 2022 to college students who are preparing 

for a career in service. The estates of Susan B. 

Turner, Opal Jordan, and Mary and Frederick Royal 

fund these scholarships, as well as the proceeds 

from the Plymouth Women nut sales. To download 

a PDF of the application, visit: plymouthchurch.

com/new/2022-scholarship. Please fill out 

the application and submit it to Lisa Merkle at 

jonandlisa@mail.com by Thursday, April 23.

PLYMOUTH FESTIVAL
Save the date to join us on May 15! We will 

have a special worship service at 10 a.m. and 

then feast, connect, and play on our front lawn 

and upper parking deck. Wear your casual 

clothes, bring a friend, and enjoy some fun 

with your Plymouth community.

PRAYING THE PSALMS
April 3 & 10 at 10:10 a.m. 
Join Pastors Jared and Lindsey in the Coffee 
Shop as we read and learn Praying the Psalms: 
Engaging Scripture and the Life of the Spirit  
by Walter Brueggemann. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Lindsey (lbraun@plymouthchurch.com).

April 6 at 7 p.m. 
Join the pastors in the Sanctuary to engage 
in a devotional exploration of the Psalms 
through: Studying Scripture, Lectio Divina, and 
Celebrating Communion. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Jack (jmahoney@plymouthchurch.com).

DIGITAL LIBRARY
Inside of Plymouth’s Center for Spiritual Growth 
is our Library and some cozy chairs. The Board 
of Spiritual Growth prepared a competitive 
grant to create a digital library offering of 
digital books, materials, and documentaries 
using OverDrive. For more information visit: 
plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-digital-library.

mailto:bettydickfosburgh%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dhayes%40plymouthchurch.com?subject=
http://plymouthchurch.com/plymouth-digital-library
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For more information about 
Plymouth Church, please 
visit our website at www.
plymouthchurch.com,  
follow us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/plymouthchurch 
and Instagram @PlymouthChurch.

You will find all of our Weekend 
Worship recordings available 
on our YouTube channel: 
PlymouthChurch DSM. We also 
have several Live video offerings 
throughout the week on our 
Facebook page.

To submit information for the 
Contact, email Elsie Brault, 
ewunn@plymouthchurch.com. 
All contact submissions must 
be made by the 15th of the 
month prior.

Scan here to 
visit our website!
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